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Hot Knives From Cold Steel 

Own the knife that cuts like a sword... 

TA J ith sword-like cutting power, the Magnum Tanto easily 
’ ’ severs 3" of hanging manila hemp rope when wielded 
with perfect skill. These are the largest Tantos ever offered 
by Cold Steel and are available exclusively from Cutlery 
Shoppe. The Magnum Tanto is available with either 
stainless steel or San Mai III laminated blade. Each 
knife features a stainless steel guard and pommel. 

Checkered black Kraton handle offers a secure 
grip, even in the worst of conditions. 

A heavy-duty black leather sheath is 
included with each Magnum Tanto. 

Timeless design... 

These are truly great knives of 
unique design and quality, at 
fantastic Cutlery Shoppe prices. 

HAIA C'TM 


Optional Blackie Collins 

oni^$25, s #BCMTs Magnum Tanto 
Stainless 

#CSMGTS 
Retail $210.00 

Your Discount Price $1 ^Q.95 

MAGNUM TANTOS 


Blade steel: 

8-A 

Rc hardness: 

57-59 

Blade length: 

9" 

Length overall: 

141/2” 

Blade thickness: 

3/16” 

Weight, knife: 

12.2 oz 

Weight, sheath: 

4.7 oz 

Made in: 

Japan 


#CSMGmi 
Retail $23? 
Your Disco 


In torture tests cone 
i ^S4|ster Bladesmith/ 

\ MMffi Unlpna.tt 

.proven to-ik' 2^? sfro 
' \ x $tedl% %tHer tough stainless blades. 

a. ■/' .' . l 7 

Display your Tanto with pride 


Call Now 1-800-231-1272 


Show off your Magnum Tanto with 
this official Cold Steel Tanto display 
stand, only $19.95, #CSSTAND. 


F or fastest service, call us now and we’ll rush your order to your door. You will also receive our 
catalogs packed with the best deals on quality knives and accessories. We'll also place your 
name on our Preferred Customer mailing list, sending you updated bulletins every month packed 
with unadvertised special deals and all the latest products. 


We’re open for your convenience 
Mon-Fri 7am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm 


Send mail orders to: 

Cutlery Shoppe 
Dept. SF 

5461 Kendall Street 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 


YoUT Risk-Free ^ our com pl ete satisfaction is unconditionally guaranteed at Cutlery Shoppe! If for any 
reason you are not completely satisfied with your purchase, simply return it within 30 
Guarantee: days for a refund, exchange or credit whichever you prefer, no questions asked. 

Shipping & Handling $5 to 48 states - $10 for COD (48 states only) - $7 to APO, FPO, AK, 

HI, PR & USVI $10 to Canada. Foreign orders (except Canada) please write or fax for 
shipping costs. Foreign orders may call, 1-208-376-0430 FAX line, 1-208-376-7680 
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I am endorsing the following candidates for election to the NRA Board of Directors 
this year: 


‘Michael J. Banosky 
‘Daniel L. Bechtel 
‘David O. Boehm 
‘Robert K, Brown 


Bill Davis 
Fielding Greaves 


‘David I. Caplan 
‘Jim Carmichel 
\b\ Forgett, Jr. 
‘Max W. Goodwin 
Ann W. Otis 


‘Richard D. Riley (NRA President) 
Al Rubega 
George E. Tubb 
*Thomas L. Washington 


‘Jeff Cooper 

Fred Griisser William (Larry) Kempton 

Joseph Olson Ed Thames 

Neal Knox 


I am supporting these candidates because they are individuals who make defense of the 
Second Amendment their first priority — and because they believe the NRA must do the same. 

Some remarks are in order. 

The first group of candidates is taken from the list picked by the NRA nominating committee. 
Those with a star beside their names are incumbents.! can attest from personal experience 
that these individuals, incumbents and nonincumbents alike, have fought to put the Second 
Amendment at the top of the NRA’s agenda. A vote for them is a vote to keep it there. 

It’s particularly critical to re-elect NRA President Richard Riley, because of his unparalleled 
commitment to the defense of the Second Amendment. In my estimation, no NRA president 
since Harlan Carter has been more committed in this respect. I consider his re-election more 
important than my own. 

Jeff Cooper deserves special mention. Perhaps best known as the grandfather of practical 
pistol shooting, he is an incumbent board member who was, astonishingly, snubbed by the 
nominating committee and was subsequently nominated by petition. Cooper is one of the most 
intelligent and thoughtful advocates of gun rights in the country. He deserves to be re-elected 
in a landslide. 

The seven candidates in the last group are part of a slate fielded by Second Amendment 
Action, a group spearheaded by gun rights activist Neal Knox. They were all nominated by 
petition. Their pleading is for a more activist NRA. And they are right 

Knox has crossed swords with the NRA board members and staff more than once. There 
are certainly those in NRA headquarters who would not be comfortable with him on the board. 

However, without minimizing the seriousness of past disagreements between Knox and the 
NRA establishment, I think it’s time to set them aside. Knox is one of the most experienced gun 
rights activists in Washington. He also speaks for the hundreds of thousands of NRA members 
who believe that uncompromising defense of the Second Amendment must be the NRA’s first 
order of business, and that the NRA must allocate its resources accordingly. That point of view 
needs to be more strongly represented on the board. 

The present attack on the right to keep and bear arms by Handgun Control Inc. and its fellow 
conspirators is the most determined, best financed, and most dangerous in the history of the 
American Republic. In the past two years the NRA has had to fight hundreds of proposed gun 
bans on the federal, state, and local level. The coming year promises more of the same. 

We can’t go on like this. If we do, we will lose. The Second Amendment will be chewed away 
bit by bit. If we are ultimately to prevail, the NRA and gun owners generally must take the 
offensive. 

During the two terms I’ve served on the NRA board, my greatest concern has been NRA’s 
sluggishness in responding to the present danger. We no longer have the luxury of believing 
that fighting anti-gun legislation is one of many services the NRA performs, as some have 
argued. The reality is we are at war, and if we are to have any hope of winning the NRA must 
put itself on a war footing for the duration. Election of the above-named candidates will give the 
NRA a board that will take the fight to the enemy. ^ 
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Free Fall Firefighters — Page 36 


SAMURAI DIRECTOR .Dan Gagliasso 

Like his macho movie characters, John Milius is one of a kind in Hollywood 29 

SMALL VICTORY IN A BIG WAR . .Tom Marks 

Chief Foreign Correspondent Tom Marks is there as the Philippine army rolls back 
the Red tide on Negros Island 30 


AFRICA’S LOST WAR 

.Frank Noble 

We’ve all heard about the famine, but 
what about the thousands of Eritrean 
freedom fighters whom Ethiopia’s Red 
Emperor continues to kill? SOF went to 
the front lines of Africa’s longest run¬ 
ning —and most ignored—war 56 

“WE KILL FOR FUN” 

.R.B. Anderson 

So sayeth Charlie Rangers in Vietnam. 
It may sound cold, but these hardcore 
fighters had to be in order to survive. 
They’re now the stuff of legends — with 
good reason 62 

GREAT COCONUT CAPER 

.SOF Staff 

Innocent-looking cans of coconut pack¬ 
aged in Havana, then sent to Central 
America, held a lot more bang than a 
quick sugar buzz. We caught Fidel 
red-handed on this smuggling caper 
— check out the evidence 64 


FREE FALL FIREFIGHTERS . .Robert MacKenzie 

United States Forest Service smoke jumpers pop out of the flying plane — and into 
the fire 36 

DESERT SHOOTOUT ’90 . .Bill Burris 

SOF’s Three-Gun Match brings best shooters back to Las Vegas for tough 
competition, top prize money, and a bit of the SOF wild side 40 

DATELINE DESERT SHIELD: 

SOF IN SAUDI ARABIA . . .Ross Simpson 

SOF correspondent Ross Simpson landed in Saudi Arabia in early November, and 
we received his articles sent by fast camel just as we went to press. From the area 
of operations: 44 

COBRAS OVER KUWAIT — U.S. Marine attack helicopters stand ready to dust 
Saddam Hussein’s tank corps 

KUWAIT’S TOP GUNS — An air force-in-exile, Kuwaiti fighter pilots are waiting their 
turn to strike back 

CASEVAC COMFORT — If the balloon goes up, friendly casualties may reach 
20,000. The Hospital Ship Comfort stands ready in the Gulf to take ’em aboard 

POLICE BEAT: MEDELLIN .. .Steve Salisbury 

Up against drug dealers and murderers, with bounties placed on their heads by 
Colombia’s drug lords, cops in Medellin have one of the most dangerous jobs in the 
world. 50 


Philippines — Page 30 
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Clandestine shortwave radio nets have made their voices heard from Havana to 
Hong Kong — tap in with SOF 65 
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Smith & Wesson’s Model 4516-1 compact .45 semiauto gets it right 67 
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We want to know what you want to see in Soldier of Fortune Magazine. A few 
minutes of your time will help us shape the SOF of the ’90s 71 
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Dateline Desert Shield — Page 44 



As we go to press, more U.S. troops are 
pouring into Saudi Arabia, the war of words is 
heating up — and Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
correspondents are on the ground. In his first 
week in the Gulf region, long-time contributor 
Ross Simpson patrolled the Kuwait' border 
with Marine helicopter jocks, hooked up with 
the Kuwaiti air force-in-exile, and became a 
“casualty" aboard the Hospital Ship Comfort in 
the Persian Gulf. His on-site reports begin on 
page 44. Photo: Durand/Sygma 

INSET: For the time being, the Philippines 
remain the strategic U.S. outpost along the 
Pacific Rim. But will the communist New 
People’s Army make the rent too high to 
pay? Maybe not — if the island of Negros is 
an indicator. Chief Foreign Correspondent 
Tom Marks went on patrol with the Philippine 
army and found that, while the government 
may be in disarray, the grunts on the ground 
have the NPA on the run. Check it out, 
beginning on page 30. Photo: Tom Marks 
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BULLETW BOARD 



SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown is presented 
with a first edition of Combat Marksman by 
publisher/editor Andy Stanford. Combat 
Marksman is the quarterly journal of the 
Military Marksmanship Education 
Foundation, a new organization dedicated to 
the continual improvement of U.S. military 
combat marksmanship. SOF supports the 
goal and the organization. Further 
information available from MMEF, Dept, 
SOF, 731 W. Wasp, Ridgecrest, CA 93555. 

DEMAGOGUES DECIMATE THE 

DCM ... The Senate/House conference 
committee that debated the differences 
in the Senate/House versions of the 
Defense Authorization Act gutted the 
Civilian Marksmanship program by cut¬ 
ting funding to $4 million next year, and 
providing that the entire DCM office and 
marksmanship program must be totally 
supported by “user fees” within two 
years. In addition, military-owned arms 
(air rifles and .22s for kids, Ml Garands, 
National Match Ml4s, etc.) currently 
issued to clubs must not be removed 
from military reservations! Pushed 
through in the name of “economy” by 
Congressman Fortney Stark (D-CA), 
these cuts will effectively kill the DCM 
program if not turned around. To put it 
in context, the “savings” netted will 
amount to a $5 bill for every $250,000 in 
the defense budget. To put it in focus, 
Congress spent $6.1 million looking for 
extraterrestrial life, but couldn’t find 
$5.6 million to maintain a national 
reservoir of trained shooters for the 
military to draw on in a national emer¬ 
gency. 

This must be corrected. There is time 


to correct this with additional legislation 
in the 1991 session. But it won’t happen 
without vocal support from the Ameri¬ 
can voters. See “American Militia 
Under Fire,” SOF, Jan. *91, for back¬ 
ground on the Civilian Marksmanship 
program, and write and call your 
elected representatives , tell them why 
the DCM program has been a critical 
and most cost-effective part of Ameri¬ 
can military preparedness since 1903, 
and that you want it reinstated. 

SHOOTIN’ SHOW ON SATELLITE ... 

January 18, 8 p.m. CST is the debut of 
Johnny Rowland’s The Shootin’ Show , 
which promotes gun ownership by 
showing normal folks doing normal 
things with guns, and will also feature 
segments on safety, tests, competition 
and historical information. If you have a 
dish, catch them on Telstar 301, Chan¬ 
nel 19, Down Link Frequency 4080 
MHz, and Audio Subcarher Frequency 
6.8 MHz. Cable companies can access 
the show for free taping by contacting 
Johnny Rowland, Dept. SOF, 554 
Kings Hwy., Shreveport, LA 71104; 
phone (318) 222-8515. 



SOF is collecting books for the troops in 
Desert Shield. SOF staffers Lynne 
Manchester, Robert K. Brown and Carole 
Hayden pack up books for shipment to Saudi 
Arabia. In addition to paperbacks, SOF is 
sending 2,000 free magazines every month. 
Photo: SOF staff 

AMAZON JUNGLE SCHOOL... The 

International Association of Airborne 
Veterans is sponsoring a two-week 
Amazon Jungle School this July, to be 
held under the auspices of the Brazilian 
army. Contact Michael Doyle at IAAV, 
Dept. SOF, Suite 181, 606 West Barry 
St, Chicago, IL 60657 for information. 


THIS MAY BE NEWS THAT WILL 
SHATTER THE CURRENT U.S. GOV¬ 
ERNMENT ... or maybe it won’t. A 
reliable SOF source, who has proven 
his worth in the past, tells us that the 
North Vietnamese government is soon 
going to release seven U.S. turncoats 
from the Vietnam War. 

That’s right. 

After all these years of everyone 
saying there ain’t nobody left (well, we’ll 
qualify that: The official line has been 
that the North Vietnamese, Laotians, 
Cambodians, Chinese, et. al., haven’t 
held anyone against their will ) it turns 
out that there are. Our source goes on 
to say that there are actually 22 breath¬ 
ing U.S. bodies still in South Asia (who 
allegedly chose to stay of their own 
volition, for whatever reasons); the 
seven purportedly coming home are 
Army types while the others are mainly 
Navy and Marines. If true, the questions 
that’ll be raised are mind boggling. Two 
to ponder: If even one guy comes out 
whom the government had moved from 
MIA status to a “presumptive finding of 
dead,” then what about others so 
categorized? Did anyone in Foggy Bot¬ 
tom really bother to check, or did they 
just rubber-stamp someone’s life out of 
existence? Second, will these seven 
guys have anything to say about other 
Americans they may have run across 
after 1973, when Dick Nixon said that 
all of our POWs have been released? 
Think about it. We’ll keep you posted. 

SKI WITH SOF ... Com’ on, you mogul 
mashers - here’s your last chance to ski 
with the SOF team. Mark off the week 
of 3 February and get ready to head to 
the Rockies for seven days with our 
ski-bum Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown and other SOF ne’er-do-wells. 
Starts with an opening night get- 
together, builds to a championship race 
on Friday, and ends with a Saturday 
night bash. For more information and to 
reserve your spot on the team call us 
now at (303) 449-3750. 

SUPER SURVEY ... Look on page 71. 
You’ve told us you like the changes in 
SOF so far, and we want your continu¬ 
ing input. Thanks! ^ 
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RIGHTEOUS REVENGE 

Getting Down to Getting Even 

by George Hayduke 


, George Hayduke and his merry band of pranksters have returned, and in Righteous 

Revenge they take Hayduking to a new fevel. Have you got a score to settle with someone? 
Did your ex-lover screw you financially or emotionally? Have you been ripped off by some 
mercenary merchant? Does your neighbor’s dog dump on your lawn? Fight back with modern tools 
of revenge, including fax machines, credit cards, Call Forwarding, computers and other cutting-edge 
equipment. Or do you prefer a more personal touch? Reach out and strike someone with roadkill, Krazy 
Glue, varmints, bumper stickers, trash, pornography, chicken parts and other creative weapons. Find out { 
how to get even without getting caught. Bully busting was never so much fun! For entertainment purposes only. 

5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, 240 pp. $19.95 


( A 'W\ 


ANYTHING 

ANYBODY 



CREDIT 

MECHANIC 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 
ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick techno¬ 
logy, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, illus., 272 pp. $30.00 


GET EVEN 

The Video of Dirty Tricks 
Finally on film, George Hayduke's 
greatest revenge tricks, showing you 
how to turn the tables on bullies, 
bureaucrats, big business and other 
bad guys. More than 100 uproarious, 
ingenious schemes make getting 
even easier, safer and more fun! 
Rated "R" for revenge, Get Even is 
for entertainment purposes only. 
Color, 40 min., VHS only. $29.95 


CREDIT MECHANIC 
The Poor Man's Guide to 
Credit Repair 
by /. Arlene White 
This step-by-step guide is organized 
in workbook fashion to help you fix 
your credit yourself, without the help 
of expensive credit repair clinics. 
Inside tips on credit repair (some 
found nowhere else) show you how 
to turn bureaucracy in your favor and 
wipe the slate clean for good. 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, softcover, illus., 68 pp. $10.00 

U.S. NAVY SEALs 
World War II ■ Korea • Vietnam 
Middle East * Grenada • Panama 
Elite warriors of stealth, sabotage and 
silent missions of death, SEALs have 
been the U.S. military's shock force in 
50 years of global conflict. In this new 
video release, you’ll see rare footage 
of SEALs in action from WWII to 
today’s "dirty little wars." Much of this 
material has never been available to 
the public . . . until now. Color, 
approx. 35 min., VHS only. $29.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
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MODERN 
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CACHING 


I OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


Street Lethal.$15.95 

Screw Unto Others.$19.95 

U.S, Army Special Forces 

Medical Handbook.$19.95 

Into the Primitive.$15.00 

Knives, Knife Fighting, 
and Related Hassles....$12.00 

Bail Enforcer.$16.95 

AR-7 Super Systems. $15.00 

Credit: 

The Cutting Edge.$25.00 


Bounty Hunter.$12.00 

How to Find Anyone, 

Anywhere.$19.95 

Break Contact, 

Continue Mission.$22.95 

To Ride, Shoot Straight, and 

Speak the Truth.$26.00 

Credit Secrets .$12.00 

U.S. Army Special Forces 
A-Team Vietnam 
Combat Manual .$19.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11. soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 240 pp. $19.95 


GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For enter¬ 
tainment only. 5 1/2x8 1/2, hard¬ 
cover, 208 pp. $19.95 


COMBAT RIFLES OF 
THE 21st CENTURY 
Futuristic Firearms for 
Tomorrow's Battlefields 
by Duncan Long 

Today’s assault rifles are soon to be 
made obsolete by a deadly new breed 
of combat firearm currently being 
produced for the U.S. armed forces. 
Here is an exclusive look at cutting- 
edge futuristic designs and exotic 
ammo from Colt, H&K, Steyr and 
others. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 
illus., 88 pp. $15.00 

MODERN WEAPONS CACHING 
A Down-to-Earth Approach 
to Beating the Government 
Gun Grab 
by Ragnar Benson 
The time to prepare is now. In the 
race against the firearm roundup in 
the U.S., gun owners who refuse to 
give up the freedoms that are their 
birthright must take their weapons 
underground—bury them—before 
it s too late. Ragnar will show you 
how to do it right. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, 104 pp. $14.00 
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SEALS 


,*n)T.SKAl. Operation* ; 

. in Vietnam 

I 


Super 

Systems 


SEALs IN VIETNAM 
An Inside Look 

In the jungles and canals of Vietnam, 
U.S. Navy SEALs waged a war of 
terror against the Vietcong. This 
action-packed video shows SEALs in 
training, preparing for missions and 
hauling in terrified VC prisoners. 
Voice-overs of SEAL veterans tell you 
what it was like to go out on deadly 
excursions deep into enemy territory 
and the special skills it took to get 
back alive. Color, approx. 30 min., 
VHS only. $29.95 


SEALs 

UDT/SEAL Operations 
in Vietnam 
by T.L. Bosiljevac 
The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs’ role in Vietnam. Accounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fire. Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, hardcover, photos, 272 pp. 

$26.95 


EXPERT LOCK PICKING 
State-of-the-Art Lock 
Picking Secrets 

Let one of the best lock pickers in the 
business demonstrate the fastest 
. ways to open locks. Special see- 
through locks show how picks, rakes, 
snap guns and electronic picks 
exploit the weaknesses of everything 
from simple wafers to complex pin 
tumblers. This video is a must for pro¬ 
fessional locksmiths. For information 
purposes only. Color, approx. 60 min., 
VHS only. $59.95 

MINI-14 SUPER SYSTEMS 
by Duncan Long 

If you want your Mini-14 to fit your 
body, needs and pocketbook, here's 
the authoritative source on custom¬ 
izing this inexpensive, reliable rifle 
into an exotic super system. Find out 
how to boost your Mini-I4’s firepower 
(legally) so that it will not only 
generate a lot of double takes, but 
also deliver - at the range, in the field 
or in critical moments of self-defense. 
5 1/2x81/2, softcover, photos, illus., 
200 pp. $16.95 


t ML PALADIN PRESS 

lK* PO * Box 1 307-1BS 
Boulder, CO 80306 

Please Send Me The Following Titles: 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
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WORLD SITREP 


SWEDEN 

Buying Italian Whitehead 
torpedoes until Type-45 
torpedo is available ... Saab 
behind on delivery of new 
JAS-39 Gripen aircraft. 


ROMANIA > 

Devalued 
currency by half, 
removed 
subsidies... 
offered resorts to 
U.S. troops going 
to/from Gulf, y 

FRANCE 

Sending eight Mirage 
F-1 fighters to Qatar. 


NORTHERN IRELAND 

IRA killed seven, injured 35 in attacks along 
border; Irish police arrested six, British troops 
killed top IRA assassin Dessie Grew. 


REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA^ 

Formal proclamation declaring its 
independence from the USSR... promises 
private property, free speech/press/ 
conscience, separate legislative/ 
executive/judicial, multi-party system. 


CECHO-SLOVAKIA 

Government proposal to glom all commu¬ 
nist party property ... success for mag¬ 
azine aimed at new entrepreneurs, Profit, 
published by ex-SOF staffers Tom Bates 
and Bill Guthrie ... exiting Sov forces 
ahead of schedule. 


ITALY 

Increasing ships in Gulf to four, plus eight IAF 
Tornados. 


f NETHERLANDS > 

Sent 50,000 CW suits to 
Turkey, other countries 
^bordering Iraq. , 


r LITHUANIA 

To hold talks on 
.independence with Soviets., 




K 7 


n 

J 

c\ 


PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF 
BOULDER 

NCAR scientists, studying 
hothouse effect of flatulent 
methane emissions, bench 
marked average cow at 14 cu. 
ft. per day; SOF editors not 
gauged. 


r CUBA 

Took over training of Arab 
terrorists who were in East 
Germany... Soviet paper reports 
Castro has five children, 32 
houses, 9,700 bodyguards. 


CANADA 

18 RCAF CF-18 
fighters from 409 
TFS in Germany to 
Gulf. 


r SWITZERLAND ^ 

Ruled out MiG-29 for fighter 
program, leaving Mirage 
2000-5 and F/A-18 as 
l contenders. j 


SYRIA A 

Pledged 11,000 
more troops, 3,000 
tanks and offered 
open-ended 
commitment to 
increase at Saudi's 
request. 


CHILE 

Test fired joint British/ 

Chilean Rayo rocket. 

^----- y 

( GUYANA > 

Coup plot; 10 people, senior police officer 
L and ex-army lieutenant under charges. j 





TURKEY ^ 

Denied Dutch permission to send 
F-16s in support of U N gu If embargo 
... customs officials turned back 
ship with over 200,000 pounds of 
German cyanide bound for Iran. 


ARGENTINA 1 

Sending destroyer Almirante Brown 
and frigate ship Spiro as contribution 
to blockade in Gulf. J 


f COLOMBIA 

Bomb in Medellin coke factory 
killed nine, injured 75, (nope, 

, wasn't us). j 


SAUDI ARABIA 

Escaped Kuwaiti pilots training at Khalid 
airbase to spearhead air strikes aimed at 
dislodging Hussein from Kuwait. 


SOUTH 

AFRICA 

Homemade bomb 
exploded outside 
residence of U.S. 
ambassador. 


r PERU ' 

Patrols killed 24 guerril¬ 
las in Huallaga River 
\&liey ... Fujimori re¬ 
fuses to negotiate with 
leftist guerrillas ... re¬ 
jected $35 million mili¬ 
tary aid package re¬ 
stricted to war on drug¬ 
gies. 


r IRAN > 

Fistfights in parliament 
when radicals accused 
Khamenei of rigging 
elections ... buying $6 
billion in arms from 
USSR. 


UGANDA 

20 rebels killed in attack on 
government troops at Soroti, 
310 klicks north of Kampala. 


















LATVIA 

Giving Iraqi 
naval 
personnel 
"defensive" 
training. 


LEBANON 

Hrawi dismantling green line to unify Beirut 
after Lebanese, Syrian troops crushed 
General Michel Aoun in eight-hour assault 
that killed 160, wounded over 800. 


BHUTAN 

Many killed during 
demonstrations by 
dissident Nepalese. 


USSR 

Denies nukes removed from restive ethnic areas... 
Sov trade organizations asking Japanese for 
hundreds of millions in loans ... Sukhoi Design 
Bureau, Gulfstream Aerospace to cooperate on 
USSR/U.S. supersonic (Mach 2) business jet ... 
ethnic Russians fleeing Tuva as Tuvans assert 
sovereignty. 


GERMANY 

More arrests of spies for communist bloc ... 
policy turn-around: MiG-29 Fulcrum fighters will 
be in new air force ... nine companies under 
investigation for helping Iraq with chemwar... 
Soviet soldiers selling weapons for newly- 
available hard currency ... ships of E. German 
navy slated for virtual extinction. 


PRC 

New diplomatic relations wtih Singapore 
... record grain harvest... hijacked plane 
hit two others at Canton, killing 127. 


GEORGIAN S.S.R. 

Non-communist parties swept elections. 


MONGOLIA 

New non-communist 
VP, head of the 
legislature. 


JAPAN 

Opening banks in Vietnam ... 
looking for way to send troops to 
Mideast within constitutional 
constraints ... developing new 
SAM system to replace U.S. 
Hawks, 


CAMBODIA 

Khmer Rouge received 24 
Type-59 MTBs from China ... 
"agreement" but no cease-fire. 


BURMA 

New Chinese munitions mean 
SLORC won’t step down. 


GREECE 

Confiscated two Iraqi supertankers 
laid up in Piraeus; claims they owe 
$153 million to Greek armaments 
companies. 


SRI LANKA 

Government forces smashed siege 
of Jaffna Fort by Tamil Tigers 


PHILIPPINES 

Mutinies, threats of 
coup, growing chaos... 
negotiations on U.S. 
bases, no agreement 
yet... military action on 
hold against rebels in 
areas worst hit by 
earthquake. 


' RWANDA \ 

Rockets, artillery turn back rebels at 
Kigali ... foreigners evacuating, under 
security by French, Belgian, Zairian 


r BAHRAIN 

UK troops sandbagging Muharraqn air 
l base ran out of sand, had to import more. 


HONG KONG 

Chicom party moving to restructure 
media empire (five papers, book pub¬ 
lishing/distribution), has accelerated 
surveillance of local media and 
journalists. 


ANGOLA 

MPLA using toxins, WP 
against civilians in 
Moxico Province. 


EGYPT 

20,000 troops in 
Saudi Arabia; 
tanks, APCs air 
defense systems. 


INDIA 

Expiration of 20-year-old military 
aid treaty with USSR ...17 civilians 
killed, 400 houses torched in 
Handwara after ambush by 
Moslems. 


LIBERIA N 

Shakey cease-fire holding; Nimely 
overrun by West African peace¬ 
keeping force, clearing way for interim 
government. 


IRAQ 

Ai r delivery of supplies by Libya, North 
Korea, Sudan, Yemen, Algeria ... 
claims new long-range missile Al- 
Hijara (Stone) ... Hussein executed 
five Presidential Guard officers. 


INDONESIA 

Locals in Sumatran province 
chafing at military's heavy-handed 

_ __!__I_ 


suppression of rebels. 


TAIWAN 

Reduced term for all military conscripts 
from three years in navy and airforce 
to two years for all ... pledged $100 
million for U.S. deployment in Gulf. 


PAKISTAN A 

Bhutto lost election, charges rigging 
... riots in wake of her trial. 
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THE FALLEN NOT FORGOTTEN ... 1 

was admiring your new format in some 
of your recent issues when I noticed 
some names conspicuous by their ab¬ 
sence from the “in memoriam” section 
of your masthead. Why are the names 
of George Bacon, Mel Tappan and 
Mike Echanis missing? Surely, if as Jim 
Graves writes in his 
memorial to Craig 
Nunn, “all we can ask 
is for our enemies to 
celebrate and friends to 
regret our passing,” 
these men should be 
remembered. I also 
was going to mention 
Larry Dring but mem¬ 
ory does not serve me 
as to whether he was 
an official member of 
your staff. 

Was this an over¬ 
sight or was some 
other criteria used for 
fisting the fallen? 

Ira Abrams 
San Francisco, 

California 

Fallen staffers and friends of SOF are 
never forgotten. Unfortunately , how¬ 
ever, because of what we do and where 
we do it we lose a lot more staffers than 
others of the print media. Although our 
departed comrades — and all who fall 
in the pursuit of truth or liberty — are 
remembered , space limitations prevent 
us from running an indefinite memorial 
on our masthead. The decision was 
made to keep memorial mention of 
Barry Sadler because of his long¬ 
standing relationship with SOF , and of 
Lance Motley and Craig Nunn because 
they were more than staff — they were 
family. 

ROTTEN APPLES ... If there's any 
place where a few rotten fish can make 
the whole barrel smell, it's the U.S. 
military. These kids who have relatives 
trying to lobby and protect their kid from 
going to war should all immediately 
receive dishonorable discharges. 

These people who volunteered for a 
free ride, but when duty calls say “I 
won’t go,” are the scum of a free 
country and should be labeled so up 
front for all to see! Damn these little 
brats piss me off, ’cause they hurt the 


whole military. 

A.M.S. 

Tucson, Arizona 

SOF TO THE POINT ... I just wanted to 
send you a quick note thanking you for 
sending us the back issues of your 
magazine that contained the series of 


excellent articles on Sri Lanka. My 
boss, LTC Johnston Beach, recently 
returned from a trip to Sri Lanka, and 
LTC Beach asked me to tell you that he 
appreciates your generosity in sending 
this material, and that it provided a 
valuable reference source during 
his visit. 

As an aside, you might be interested 
to know that your magazine is main¬ 
tained at the USMA library, and the 
periodicals librarian tells me it is one of 
the most popular magazines there. 
SOF is also one of the few magazines 
sold at the USMA bookstore. And it 
seems to me quite reasonable that your 
magazine should be so respected here, 
since SOF consistently provides an 
excellent source of information and 
insight into military conflicts around 
the world. 

Thanks and keep up the good work. 
Capt. David A. Grossman 
West Point, New York 

IAAV OK ... I was pleased to read 
Robert MacKenzie’s article on the IAAV 
jump in Thailand. I had the honor of 
meeting him and his wife Sibyl on that 
trip, “Operation Siam,” last May. 

As for the tour and the jump itself, I 


have nothing but praise and thanks to 
the IAAV. Mike Epstein and Mick Doyle 
put together a package that was virtu¬ 
ally flawless in execution. The Thai 
people were extremely friendly and 
hospitable, and the Thai Special Forces 
are exacting professionals who gained 
my utmost respect and confidence. 

Sure, it cost a good 
chunk of money, but I 
highly recommend the 
services of the Interna¬ 
tional Association of Air¬ 
borne Veterans. 

1LT Randall 
L. Koehlmoos 
82nd Airborne 
Division 

We think IAAV is a 
good outfit too , and 
we’re happy to give 
them a plug now and 
then. You’ll probably 
find of interest the note 
in Bulletin Board this 
issue outlining what 
they are doing now for 
those who never fell out 
of an airplane but are interested in 
jungle warfare. When you come home 
dehydrated from your current assign¬ 
ment, maybe you'll be ready to try 
lAAV’s humid jungle trip. 

Best of luck with your task at hand. 
Kick ass, keep your head down, and 
return safely. 

AND A GOOD FIVE-CENT CIGAR ... 

Being a reader of your magazine for 
three years now I am very impressed 
with your pro-gun stand. Flowever, I 
would like to point out that although the 
antigun fruitcakes have not banned 
semi-autos (yet) they have succeeded 
just the same. Let me explain. When 
President Bush banned the import of 
“assault rifles” in 1989 prices went 
through the roof: For example, AR15s 
(regardless of condition) $1,000 and 
up, UZI carbines (assuming you found 
one) $1,200 and up, and AK-47 look- 
alikes at least $1,000. For those of us 
who work two jobs and barely make 
ends meet every month, those guns 
might as well have been banned even 
though they weren’t. With inflation 
chewing up our paychecks more every 
day (never mind taxes), your middle- 
class person’s chance of owning an 
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BROTHER 

AGAINST 

BROTHER 


©HE SHOT 
©flEKIlt 


Life Inside the New 
American Army 


Charles IV. Sasser and 
Craig Roherts 


assault rifle is as accurate 


at 700 rounds a minute! 


Live-ammo tests of the Swiss SIG SG 550—and other 
state-of-the-art firearms—are analyzed 
^ for you in this all-new edition of The Gun 

Digest Book of Assault Weapons. 
For your FREE copy, join 
A The Military Book Club\ 


GUNS,°4 REICH 


SON 

TZV'S 

ART 

• OF • 

WAR 



1081 $17.95 5728 $24.95 0687-9999* $29.95 3988+ $10.95 0703 $18.95 0042 $18.95 0737 $7.99x 0364 $22.50 5520 $19.95 4416++ $15.95x 0323+ $12.95 


HERE’S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN... 

3 BOOKS FOR 980—PLUS THE GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
ASSAULT WEAPONS 2ND EDITION (FREE). Send no money 
now. You'll be billed 980, plus shipping and handling, when 
your membership is accepted. 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you're not 100% 
satisfied with your books, return them within 10 days at 
our expense. Your membership will be canceled and you’ll 
owe nothing. The free book is your gift to keep. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You'll receive 14 issues a 
year. Each issue includes the Featured Selection(s) plus a 
number of Alternates from the Club's library of hundreds of 
books. Twice a year, you may also receive offers of Special 
Selections. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured Selec¬ 
tions), do nothing —it will be sent automatically. If you 
prefer another book—or none at all—simply return your 
Member Fteply Form by the date shown. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to each order. 

AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to 
buy 4 more books at regular low Club prices. Afterwards, 
you may resign membership anytime. Or you may continue 
to enjoy the benefits of belonging to The Military Book Club. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS .. as much as 30% off publishers' 
hardcover edition prices. Club books are sometimes altered 
in size to fit special presses. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an un¬ 
wanted book because your Club magazine came late and 
you had less than 10 days to decide, simply return the book 
at our expense. 


PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS’ HARDCOVER EDITIONS. 
CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. 


* Counts as 2 choices 

x Special edition exclusively for Club members 

♦ Softcover 
++ Fiction 


M ilitary MAIL TO: The Military Book Club 

BOOKCLUB*** Kr s “ 

Your #1 Source for Military Books Indianapolis, in 46206-6357 


YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to the 
risk-tree membership plan described in this ad. Send me The Gun 
Digest Book of Assault Weapons, 2nd Edition , FREE, plus the 3 BOOKS 
I’ve indicated. Bill me just 98$, plus shipping and handling. 


Please write book numbersT 
here. If you already own 
The Gun Digest Book of Assault 
Weapons, 2nd Edition, you 
may choose a different 
FREE book. Simply cross 
out the book #1073 and 
write in the number of 
the book you prefer. 


Mr./Mrs. 
Miss/Ms. 


please print 


Address . 


.Apt. 


FREE BOOK #1073 

z 

z 

z 

□ 

□ 

z 

z 

□ 

□ 

□ 

z 
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. State 


.Zip 


Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from 
Canada, where offer is slightly different. Safes tax added where applicable. We 
reserve the right to reject any application. 


SOF 2/91 


17622 21 

If you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the 
book number in one box 
and 9999 in the next. 
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FLAK 


EA15A2 or an H&K SR9 is just a 
dream. 

That brings me to the point of all this: 
what we need is a bargain basement 
(about $175 retail) semiautomatic rifle. 
This rifle should be in .223 caliber and 


elected representatives' faces over the 
DCM, that whole program may go out 
the window for want of $5 million. 

SOF: POPULAR MAGAZINE IN MAG¬ 
AZINE ... Pm a Vietnam-era veteran 


would have been stopped. Would liber¬ 
als have us sit idly by and wait until 
Hussein gets his hands on atomic 
weapons? Of course, according to lib¬ 
eral doctrine, if we act real nice to him, 
he would never use them against us. 


use common components such as sur¬ 
plus Ml6 barrels and magazines as 
well as stamped receivers and rein¬ 
forced plastic stocks and a simple direct 
gas system. 

Can such a gun be.made at such a 
price? I think so and believe it should 
be. Such a gun (remember it need not 
be pretty, just work) would not fail to find 
buyers among us “working poor” as it 
were. Such a gun might also kiRNs 

become another tool in the fight ^ 
against gun control, as these 
new owners would have a con¬ 
crete reason to make their 
voices heard. 0 

S.J.M. _ 

Seattle, Washington — 


and my father is a Korean war veteran. 
At the end of your November issue 
article “Numbah One Story” you gave a 
brief history of the 2nd Infantry Division. 
My father was in the 23rd Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, and 
saw action at the Punchbowl and Heart¬ 
break Ridge. I would like to see a story 
on one or both of these battles in future 
issues of SOF. We cannot forget the 


It's a great idea, but I'm afraid / 

economic realities would die - / 

tate that a $175 retail semi-auto 
in today's market would be a \l 
piece of beer-can ordnance a la \ 
the Volksturm rifle. I’d welcome 
it in a heartbeat, but be sur¬ 
prised to see it Close as we’ve / 

come in recent times was the __ 

“Bushmaster” that used a lot of 
surplus Ml6 and sheet-iron parts, mar¬ 
keted first as a grotesque pistol then as 
an economy rifle. It failed in the market 
simply because there was no real 
demand for cheap junk — what sales 
they did have were probably to ardent 
collectors who must have one of every¬ 
thing no matter how strange. If I had 
only $175 to defend myself, I’d get a 
good-condition surplus bolt-action rifle 
or a pump shotgun and a pile of ammo. 
Better a reliable repeater any day over 
a semi-apto that shoots sometimes. But 
then, if I could scrape up $175 today, I’d 
put it in the piggy bank knowing I was 
well on the way toward getting some¬ 
thing of quality like a Ruger Mini-14. 

Sadly enough, one of the salient 
programs of the Director of Civilian 
Marksmanship — now under fire from 
the antis on Capitol Hill — was the 
distribution of surplus U.S. military rifles 
and pistols to the shooting public to 
promote shooting skills and assure an 
armed citizenry. If we don’t jump in our 



brave men who defended the freedom 
of South Korea. 

I enjoy reading SOF. Your reports of 
freedom fighters and trouble spots 
around the world are second to none. 
Keep up the good work. Remember our 
POW-MIAs. 

Sin Loi, 

Phillip L. Cox 
Magazine, Arkansas 

STRIKE WHILE THE IRAQ IS HOT ... 

Whatever the President plans to do with 
Saddam Hussein, he had better act 
quickly. Already the liberals are begin¬ 
ning to question whether we have any 
business sending troops to Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. If and when the first soldier dies in 
combat, they will attack like a pack of 
crazed coyotes. 

Liberals seem to be incapable of 
learning anything from history. If the 
world would have acted as decisively 
when Hitler began his grab for power as 
they have now with Hussein, Hitler 


Gene Downing 
Warrenton, Missouri 

WANTS YOUR WAR STORY ... I am 
researching the Battle of Dong Ha (27 
April/16 May 1968). Units involved were 
BLT 2/4, 9th MAB, and 1/3 Marines, 3rd 
MarDiv, at Dai Do; 3-21 Inf, 196th LIB, 
at Nhi Ha; TF Clearwater USN on the 
Cua Viet River; and the 1st ARVN Div 
-| near Dong Ha. I would greatly 
appreciate the opportunity to inter¬ 
view any veterans of this action. 
Please write or call anytime: (314) 
645-1867 or 961-7577. 

Keith William Nolan 
220 Kingsville Court, 

| Webster Groves, MO 63119 

/ Keith Nolan has written Battle for 
Hue, Into Laos, Death \&lley, and 
Into Cambodia. 

SOF THROUGH YOUNG EYES... 

Dear Colonel Brown: I am writing 
you concerning an incident that 
happened to me a few weeks ago. 

I bought a .22 semiautomatic pistol 
from one of my friends. I went 
camping on my property near the edge 
of our 4.5 acres and a kid went into my 
medic’s bag and found the gun with 
three magazines and a box of ammo. 
Well, these kids called the police and 
the police came and took my gun 
without me even knowing it, along with 
my butterfly knife and medic’s bag. 

When my mom found out she asked 
the police to come and talk to me, and 
when they came my friend and I were 
reading Soldier of Fortune magazine. 
The police officer asked to see the 
magazine and I gave it to him and he 
asked why a kid was reading this 
magazine, so I told him it was a good 
magazine and that it tells me about 
what people are going through in the 
wars in other countries. He asked me if 
I wanted to be a soldier and l said yes I 
did, that I wanted to be in the Special 
Forces, and he said that was a strange 
goal. I said it was a harder goal than 
being a cop and he didn’t answer. He 
told me no ordinary kid reads these 
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TAXIS OF CONFLICT 



HELICOPTER WAR VIDEO 

TAXIS OF CONFLICT: Hie Helicopter War cohere 
all aspects of American Airmobile warfare with the 
intensity of a 19-year old door gunner raking a knwvn 
V.C position. This graphic documentary, five years in 
the making, chronicles the men and machines that 
devastated NVA and Viet Cong forces infesting 
Vietnam’s la Drang Valley and Iron Triangle 

Technically superb! View recently declassified military 
footage in vivid color. Hear the actual combat radio 
transmissions of Scout aerial reconnaissance and Huey 
Cobra gunship pilots. Relive Jolly Green Giant search 
and rescue missions, Army Medivac dustoff operations 
and burrowing Tunnel Rats in Cu Chi. 

Clear an LZ. on your video shelf fa TAXIS OF 
CONFLICT: The Helicopter War, it presides a non¬ 
political understanding of high-technology warfare. In 
Volume I of TAXIS OF CONFLICT, airmobile warfare in 
the la Drang Vaiey is spotlighted (56 min). In Volume II 
the focus mazes to the Iron Triangle (50 min). 

IMAGE PRODUCTION 

121 Wing Street 
Northville, Michigan 48167 

_ ( 313 ) 349-7806 _ 

ORDER NOW! $59.95 

INCLUDE $2.00 FOR SHIFTING AND HANDLING 
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does not interfere with the normal operation of 5 
the trigger. !• 
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FOR|MASTER CHARGE/VISA CALL (303) 249-0108 (C 
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magazines, and I said the rest are a 
bunch of pansies and don’t have a 
sense of adventure. 

Well, he took the magazine to read it, 
and melted down my gun and asked me 
why I had a medic’s bag, and I told him 
you never know when somebody is 
going to get hurt, and when you need 
medical supplies they are a life saver. 
The reason I am writing this is to tell you 
how people look at kids who want to be 
soldiers and that are military enthusi¬ 
asts. 

Jesse Moore, 15 

Columbia, Missouri 

Jesse, we're glad SOF fills you in on 
what’s happening around the world, 
and we’re glad you are thinking about 
channeling your appetite for adventure 
into a career soldiering, especially in 
Special Forces, which was my outfit. 
Soldiering in defense of freedom is an 
honorable profession. 

I sure don’t have any problem with a 
young man your age reading SOF, or 
taking a gun, or a knife, or a medic's 
bag camping. But let me tell you where 
you made a wrong turn: until you reach 
the age of majority, you should have 
asked your moth first, and there’s a 
reason for this. First, she's responsible 
for you so she has a right to know 
before you do something — or to tell 
you not to if she doesn’t think you 
should. Second, there are certain rights 
of citizenship, like owning a gun, voting, 
driving a car and so on that are 
reserved until you reach an age where 
you should be able to handle the 
responsibility. In the meantime, such 
things as carrying a gun, learning to 
drive and so on should be done under 
adult supervision. 

When you’ve saved up enough to 
buy another gun, do it this way: tell your 
mom you want to learn how to use guns 
safely, and go through an NRA gun/ 
hunter safety course. Your state game 
department can tell you how to link up 
with one. While there, I'll bet you'll have 
no problem finding an adult shooter/ 
hunter who would be glad to have a kid 
such as yourself along on his shooting 
or hunting trips. State laws vary as to 
whether minors carrying a gun must be 
under parental permission or direct 
adult supervision, but in any case it is 
important you get your mom’s permis¬ 
sion and proceed within whatever regu¬ 
lations exist in Missouri. Then when 
you’ve reached adulthood, perhaps 
when you’re home on leave from Ft. 
Bragg, it will be your turn to teach a kid 
safe and responsible firearms owner¬ 
ship. Best of luck. 

Col. Bob Brown, Publisher 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine ^ 
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I WAS THERE - Border Patrol Punch-Up 

by Tom Bomer 


WORKING patrol duties out of the La 
Mesa office of the United States Border 
Patrol is usually a pretty routine affair. 
But one day last fall I ran into a 
character who made me wish for an¬ 
other boring day. 

I was on the 0600 to 1400 shift that 
Tuesday morning, and I was not looking 
forward to the day ahead — probably 
because I had been assaulted the 
previous day. An illegal alien had taken 
me out by hitting me in the face with a 
tree branch. I’m sure if I hadn’t been 
wearing my sunglasses I would have 
lost my eyes. My face was cut up, I was 
sore all over and just not in the mood for 
anything exciting. 

My boss assigned me to do some 
sign cutting (checking for tracks left by 
illegal aliens) down south along the 
southern boundary of our area. Great, I 
said to myself, I need a cake day just to 
get my head together. 

I loaded up my gear into the Blazer 
and away I went. I wondered if I would 
get sympathy kisses from the girls at 
the local bar that night — hopefully the 
cuts on my face would be good for 
something. I made the regular stop for 
coffee at the 7-11 off Highway 94 in 
Jamul, made sign cuts on all of the pole 
line trails along Honeysprings Road 
and didn’t come up with anything at all. 
That was fine with me. If I did not see an 
alien that day I would be happy. 

I made my way around Japatul 
Vfeilley Road toward this little spot I 
know where I was going to take a break, 
drink my coffee to get warm and maybe 
pull out a salami-and-cheese sandwich 
for a snack. 

The sun was out, but that didn’t 
make it warm. It was a cold, late 
November day, cold in the way you only 
find in the coastal mountains. The wind 
was wet and bone-chilling, blowing 
steadily at about 35 miles an hour, with 
gusts picking up dust and debris. The 
dirt road in this part of the national 
forest is lonely. It overlooks the inter¬ 
state and you can sit up there and 
watch the people fly by, all wrapped up 
in their own little world. 

As I headed toward the dead end, I 
spotted a guy walking down this road to 
nowhere. He seemed a little out of 
place to me. We were in the national 
forest but he didn't have a backpack on. 
As I approached, I could see he was 
wearing a field jacket with the hood up 


and some blue hospital pants. There 
was some writing on the back of his 
jacket. Finally the buzzer went off in my 
head — this guy was probably an 
escaped convict. As I stopped and got 
out of my car he realized that I was 
there and started to turn toward me. I 
saw that one of his hands was bloody. 
When he saw who I was, he rapidly 
jammed his hands into his jacket pock¬ 
ets. I may have been slow to start with, 
but I caught on quick. My gun was out 
and covering him before I was even 
aware of drawing it. 

“I’m a federal officer so don’t screw 
me around. Get your hands out of your 
pockets,” I commanded. He did as he 
was told, for now. 

“What are you doing out here?” I 
asked. 

“Just going for a walk.” 

I figured that was very unlikely. 

“Where did you get your jacket and 
pants? They don’t look like they fit you 
very well," I said. 

“I found them.” He answered in a 
monotone voice, as his face took on 
this blank, scary shadow. 

At this time I was wishing I had called 
in the stop — things were turning from 
bad to worse. 

“Move around to the back of the 
truck,” I commanded. If I could just get 
him in the vehicle I could call for 
back-up. We both moved to the back of 
my ride. I dropped the tailgate and told 
him to get in. 

He looked at me and said in that 
same weird voice, “I have done nothing 
wrong, you can’t shoot me and I am not 
going with you.” With that he turned 
and started to walk away. 

I looked at my gun and thought to 
myself: You’ve got this all wrong, I’ve 
got a gun and you're supposed to do 
what I say. He had other ideas. I was at 
a point where I either let him walk or it 
was time to fight. 

I ran up behind him and executed a 
textbook-perfect Akido take down. It 
worked like a dream and he went down 
on his face. I grabbed his left arm and 
attempted to put it into an arm bar, so I 
could put the cuffs on him. He straight¬ 
ened his arm out like I wasn’t even 
holding on, then pulled my hands 
underneath him. I had no choice then, 
the fight was on. I was doing everything 
that I could to get hold of his hands so I 
could cuff him. I must have hit him 20 


times in the kidneys, but it didn’t bother 
him at all. 

“Put your hands back,” I kept telling 
him. 

“Why are you doing this to me?” he 
asked over and over. “I have done 
nothing wrong. Please stop hurting 
me,” he said as he elbowed me in the 
chest repeatedly. 

I was becoming frightened, just try¬ 
ing to hold on. I managed to get my 
radio out, but he covered the mike with 
his bloody hand every time I tried to 
talk. We struggled for the radio and he 
got it away from me and threw it. I 
picked him up in the air and slammed 
him down. I ran for the radio, and 
managed to get back before he recov¬ 
ered. Finally I got the call out; the 
nearest units were 20 minutes away. 

He made a grab for my gun; I was 
ready for it. I covered my pistol with my 
right elbow. I stopped it with a blow to 
the small of his back. I told myself all I 
needed was a little rest, but if I was 
resting so was he. From behind I 
scraped sand into his eyes, nose and 
mouth. I threw more punches into his 
kidneys and bloody hand; nothing 
seemed to work. I reached up and 
pulled off his hood. He had long dirty 
hair. I grabbed it with both hands. It was 
now or never — I didn’t have much left. 
Kneeling in the middle of his back 
pulling with all my strength, I started to 
bend him into a “C,” telling him once 
more to put his hands behind his back. 
He did, and the fight was over. 

I got him into the Blazer and got on 
the radio to let them know that it was all 
over. I was sitting there worn out, sore, 
every bone in my body screaming, 
when the first back-up unit arrived. The 
guy got out, came around, took one 
look at my face, screamed and headed 
toward the back of my ride with his 
baton out. I was cut up from the day 
before, and had the blood from the bad 
guy’s cut all over me. The agent 
thought that he had done this to me and 
was going to get him for it. 

“No, most of this is from yesterday,” 

I yelled. 

“Yesterday?” he asked. 

“Yeah, It’s a long story.” 

Tommy John Duncan was an es¬ 
caped convict who was awaiting trial for 
battery on a peace officer, among other 
things. He went back to jail and I’m glad 
that I put him there. ^ 
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A watch to own for the verti¬ 
cal climb to over-achievement. 
Inspired by the fighter jet of the 
century. Precise. Accurate. 
Fully equipped. It could only de¬ 
commissioned by the American Fighter 
Aces Association (AFAA). Multi-function 
Swiss chronograph movement. Featuring a 
precision stopwatch with sweep second hand, a re¬ 
corder which monitors the elapsed time in 30-minute and 12- 
hour intervals and a day/date indicator. Water resistant to 100 
meters depth. And fully self-winding, activated by every move 
of your wrist. Bold brushed stainless steel case and band. 
Handsome black dial bearing the shield of victory— the em¬ 
blem of the AFAA. A timepiece of the highest caliber priced at 


just $795. Exclusively from The Franklin Mint. 


Actual size of 
watch case is \ 9 /\d'. 

Enlarged to show handsome detail. 



THE MG CHRONOGRAPH 


The Franklin Mint 

Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 

Send me The F-16 Chronograph Watch Made in 
Switzerland. 

No payment is required now. Bill me for the total price 
in 10 equal monthly installments of $79.50* each, with 
the first due prior to shipment- *Pius my state sales tax. 

SIGNATURE—__ ____ 


Please mail by February 28,1991. 

MR/MRS/MISS____ 

FiEASCPPWTOfiWLy. 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY___ 

STATE/ZIP__ 

12263-474 

For free warranty information, write to Customer Service, 

The Franklin Mint. Franklin Center, PA 19091. 













COMBAT CRAFT — Dry Lubes for a Desert Shield 

by Chuck Fremont 


Your squad is maneuvering against 
an Iraqi force in the Kuwaiti desert. With 
the overwatch team providing suppres¬ 
sive fire, your fire team readies for a 
dash to the cover of a wadi (dry gulch) 
to your front. On 
your team lead¬ 
er’s signal , you 
sprint ahead, fir¬ 
ing three-round 
bursts from your 
M16A2. Eyes fo¬ 
cused on Iraqi 
muzzle flashes, 
you don’t see an 
outcropped 
rock, and you 
trip and fall, 
breaking your 
fall with your 
weapon. The 
dust cover over 
your M16’s firing 
port, of course, 
is open. Silty, 
salty desert 
sand, which will 
cling to even the 
most lightly oiled 
surface, now 
coats the ex¬ 
posed portion of 
the bolt carrier. 

But with Iraqi 
bullets kicking 
up the sand at 
your feet, you 
don’t notice the 
sand in your weapon as you resume fire 
at the enemy muzzle flashes. One 
round — the one already chambered 
— fires, and the weapon jams. You hit 
the forward assist The bolt carrier 
moves incrementally forward on a par¬ 
tially chambered round, jamming even 
tighter. The rear of your bolt carrier is 
stuck in the buffer tunnel in the butt 
stock, so you can’t even open the 
weapon to clean it. You now have a 
problem. 

ANYONE who has experienced the 
type of malfunction described above is 
understandably nervous about operat¬ 
ing the M16A2 in dry, sandy environ¬ 
ments. SOP for such situations is to 
wipe all operating surfaces dry after 
cleaning, since a weapon will operate 
more reliably dry than it will when fouled 
by a paste of dirt and oil. The dry option 


is an obvious choice in this either/or 
scenario. But firing an uniubricated 
weapon — especially a modern semi or 
full-auto weapon - will lead to rapid 
wear and may cause malfunctions. 

The Ml 6 fam¬ 
ily of weapons is 
particularly ill- 
suited to firing 
without lubrica¬ 
tion. These weap¬ 
ons are ma¬ 
chined to rela¬ 
tively close toler¬ 
ances, making 
seizures possible 
if the weapon 
overheats. And 
the large contact 
area between the 
steel bolt carrier 
and the alumi¬ 
num-alloy upper 
receiver is closed 
to outside air, un¬ 
like a Garand- 
type action, al¬ 
lowing high tem¬ 
peratures to build 
up. The multi-lug 
bolt head needs 
lubrication. (Ever 
have to clean the 
carbon from an 
Ml 6 bolt and 
chamber after 
the weapon was 
fired dry?) And 
Ml 6s don’t tolerate dirt, either. Fortu¬ 
nately, there is a third option: dry 
lubricants. 

Though seldom issued by the U.S. 
military, dry lubricants are widely used 
in the commercial and scientific com¬ 
munities for lubricating sensitive equip¬ 
ment and mechanisms in dusty, sandy 
environments. They are also used in 
extreme cold environments that cause 
traditional lubricants to thicken and gum 
up. Some of the earliest research into 
such lubricants was driven by the need 
for a reliable machine-gun lubricant for 
high-flying jet interceptors in the 1950s, 
because standard military weapons lu¬ 
bricants were not compatible with the 
sub-zero temperatures of the upper 
atmosphere. 

What They Are — And Aren’t 

Lubricants work by separating sliding 


surfaces, thus reducing friction and the 
heat that would otherwise build up. This 
separation may be accomplished by 
continuous injection of liquid between 
those surfaces, by coating with an oily 
film that separates the surfaces, by 
permanently bonding a coating of a 
slippery substance like Teflon, or by 
coating the surfaces with a solid 
substance that has friction-reducing 
properties. 

Dry lubricants reduce friction 
between surfaces without coating those 
surfaces with a viscous (oily or greasy) 
substance. Since an oily surface 
coating also serves as a rust inhibitor, 
dry lubricants may not be the best 
choice if a preservative is desired. And 
since the Army seeks one all-purpose 
substance that will serve as a cleaner, 
lubricant and preservative (CLP), this 
may explain why the Army has been 
reluctant to issue dry lubricants to field 
troops. Experience in the Middle East 
may cause rethinking of this policy. 

There are two types of dry lubricants: 
naturally occurring substances (for 
example, graphite powder and 
molybdenum disulfide) and synthetic 
micro-powders (e.g., Teflon). Graphite 
and molybdenum disulfide — MoS 2 or 
“moly” for short — work by forming 


DRY TERRAIN = DRY 
LUBRICANTS 

Military units address the problem of 
dust retention in desert environments 
in various ways. French forces have 
been carrying their FAMAS rifles in 
nylon bags. Major General Charles 
Murray of the Army’s Materiel Com¬ 
mand said in an interview in the 
October 1990 Armed Forces Journal 
that the Army simply recommends that 
weapons be kept “bone dry.” A Marine 
Corps paper Effects of Climate and 
Environment on Forces in SWA [Sau- 
dia Arabia] with Emphasis on Ground 
Equipment, noted that fine “sand and 
dust can cause malfunctions as well 
as accelerate wear ... particularly of 
the Ml 6, the 9mm pistol, and other 
weapons whose tolerances between 
moving parts are relatively tight.” 
Some fixes, according to the USMC 
Research Development and Acquisi¬ 
tion Command, are to “Select and use 
appropriate dry film lubricant vice liq¬ 
uid types, e.g. graphite.” 



Operation Desert Shield field conditions call for 
use of dry lubricants that will not retain desert silt 
and sand. Dry lubes are also a good choice for 
winter ops, since ordinary lubes may thicken or 
gel at low temperatures. Photo: U.S. Army by 
SGT Roman, 49th PAD 
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The actual jacket supplied 
to the United States Air Force 


CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-331-1858 


Satisfaction 

Guaranteed 


Name. 


(FMASEmWOJEAMY) 


Address. 


Willabee & Ward 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, Conn. 06857 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-331-1858 

Please send me_Cooper A-2 Genuine Leather Flying Jackets. 

Size (Even sizes 34-52):_□ Regular □ Long 

Charge each of 6 installments of $42.75* to my credit card. 

□ Mastercard □ VISA □ Discover □ Amer. Express 


Credit Card # Exp. Date 


City/State/Zip______ 

Signature_ 

^ (All. OKDEM SUiyBCT TO ACCEPTANCE ) 

□ I prefer not to use a credit card and will pay by check. 
Enclosed is my check for $249 plus $7.50 shipping/ 
handling, a total of $256.50* 

♦Any applicable sales tax will be billed with shipment. 606-339 


Order today. Available in even sizes 34-52 regular and 
long. Call about larger sizes (to 60) available for $50 more. 
(For best fit, order one size larger than your normal jacket 
size.) Have questions about sizing? Call us—we’ll fit you over 
the phone. 

Normal delivery on phone orders 4-8 business days. 


A Piece of American History . 

The A-2 Leather Flying Jacket is one of the most famous 
pieces of battle gear in history. During World War II, the 
brave pilots of the U.S. Army Air Forces relied on the A-2 for 
protection and comfort. Worn by the daring “Flying Tigers” 
who fought over China in their P-40 War hawks. And Jimmy 
Doolittle’s B-25 bomber squadron that hit Tokyo in a daring 
carrier-launched raid. Lightweight and comfortable 
yet “tough as nails,” the A-2 identified its wearer 
as one of an elite, brave breed of fighting men. 

Genuine Military Issue , 

Not a Commercial Reproduction . 

Cooper Sportswear was an original supplier 
of the A-2’s worn by America’s World War II 
flying heroes. Now, after a 4 5-year retirement 
from active duty, the U.S. Air Force has 

recommissioned the 
A-2 and selected 
Cooper as the official 
Government contract 
manufacturer. Now, you 
can own the very same jacket 
issued to U.S. Air Fbrce pilots. 

Not a reproduction— 
this is the genuine article! Available exclusively from 
Willabee & Ward 

Proudly Made in the U.SA. 

The Cooper A-2 is made in the U.SA. using materials 
and production methods specified by the U.S. Air Force. 
Premium hand stitched goatskin ensures MADE IN 
ruggedness and great looks. Knitted cuffs 
and waist band and a spun cotton-blend 
lining ensure draft-free comfort. Details 
include regulation snap-down collar, 
shoulder epaulets, and roomy snap-close 
pockets. You’ll also receive a certificate of authenticity stating 
that yours is the U.S. Air Force A-2. Battle-proven and built for 
long life, the Cooper A-2 actually gets better-looking with age. 

Payable in Convenient Monthly Installments. 

The Cooper A-2 Leather Flying Jacket can be yours for just 
$249 (plus $7.50 shipping and handling) payable in six 
convenient monthly installments of $42.75 charged to your 
credit card. Satisfaction guaranteed. If you are not com¬ 
pletely delighted with your jacket, simply return it in 
original condition within 30 days for exchange or refund. 


































microscopic plates that slide easily over 
one another, while Teflon or other 
PTFE (Polytetrafluoroethylene) prod¬ 
ucts function as tiny ball bearings that 
reduce contact between surfaces. 
Graphite, moly and Teflon are 
commercially available in various 
forms, but not all are equally suited for 
weapons lubrication. 

When To Use Them — And Why 

Dry, dusty conditions require a 
lubricant that will adhere to weapon 
surfaces without 
the aid of a 
viscous carrier. 

Graphite and 
moly work well in 
dusty conditions 
for this reason. In 
NASA tests, 

MoS 2 lubricants 
performed very 
well in the ex¬ 
tremely cold, dry 
environment of 
outer space. Pure 
graphite powder 
can be applied 
from a squeeze 
bottle, and an old- 
fashioned carpen¬ 
ter’s pencil with a 
thick, soft “lead” 
may also be used. 

A commercial 
graphite lubricant 
like “Lock-Ease,” 
which uses a 
solvent carrier to 
transport the 
graphite, works 
well for getting 
into tight areas. 

“Dri-Slide” is 
the most widely available commercial 
product using MoS 2 , and it is packaged 
in aerosol spray cans and small plastic 
squeeze bottles. Dri-Slide forms a 
durable and water-resistant dry, gray 
film on metal surfaces, consisting of 
moly and graphite in a 2-to-1 ratio, and 
this film seems to resist rubbing off 
better than pure graphite. The moly has 
better extreme-pressure characteristics 
(100,000 psi) while the graphite holds 
up better at high temperatures (1,200 
degrees F). The “Military Specification” 
referenced on the Dri-Slide container, 
according to Dri-Slide engineer Steve 
Traxler, is not a current milspec. Dri- 
Slide, Inc. contributed large quantities 
of their product to GIs during the 
Vietnam War, and it was very popular 
with grunts. 

I use a spray can of Dri-Slide’s 
“Multi-Purpose Lubricant Professional 
Formula” for coating operating surfaces 
after cleaning and prior to field use, and 
I carry a squeeze bottle of it in my 
cleaning kit. Dri-Slide contains a 
corrosion inhibitor that has passed 


50-hour salt spray tests, according to 
the manufacturer. However, it is 
primarily designed as a lubricant. There 
are probably better choices if corrosion 
protection alone is required. 

Teflon is used in a number of 
commercial, military and industrial 
lubricants, either ta enhance the 
lubricating properties of a petroleum or 
synthetic-based lube, or as the primary 
lubricant. Teflon lubes have excellent 
high-pressure characteristics. “Break 
Free” (military CLP) uses Teflon, but is 
not a dry lube. 
Also, the Teflon in 
Break Free tends 
to settle out of 
suspension. 

Teflon is also 
available in dry 
powder form (Hob- 
E-Lube’s “Dry 
White Lube with 
Teflon”), and sus¬ 
pended in light 
solvent bases that 
evaporate after 
application, leav¬ 
ing a Teflon film 
behind (Elmer’s 
“Slide-All”). Hob- 
E-Lube is sold in 
small plastic tubes 
that will fit easily in 
a Gl cleaning kit, 
while Slide-All is 
sold in a not par¬ 
ticularly tactical 
orange-white-and- 
blue spray can. 

A relatively new 
Teflon-enhanced 
product, “Super 
Lube," uses syn¬ 
thetic bases of 
various viscosities, ranging from light 
oils to greases. Super Lube isn’t a dry 
lube, but it has been tested by Special 
Forces teams for use in extreme cold 
and maritime (salt-water) environ¬ 
ments, and it works quite well in those 
conditions. It has excellent corrosion¬ 
preventing properties. 

Another new product using PTFE is 
“Tetra Gun.” No hard operational data 
is available on this product, so we can’t 
recommend it at this time, but the 
manufacturer claims that it will function 
as a dry lube when applied and then 
wiped dry. According to FTI, man¬ 
ufacturer of Tetra Gun, the PTFE “ball 
bearings” are smaller than those of 
Teflon powders, allowing better 
adsorption into the porous metal 
surfaces of a weapon, thus giving the 
product a superior coating ability. We 
intend to test this product in a variety of 
environments. If it works as claimed, it 
could be good stuff. 

“LPS 1 Greaseless Lubricant,” like 
Super Lube, is not a true dry lube, but it 
is a light lubricant and a good choice for 


getting into tight places. It leaves a clear 
film of synthetic “oil” (no Teflon, PTFE 
or silicone) on coated surfaces and is 
“cleaner” appearing than Dri-Slide. The 
packaging refers to U.S. military 
specification MIL-C-23411, an 
outdated corrosion-protection spec. 
Because of its solvent carrier, LPS 1 will 
also work as a cleaner. LPS 1 comes in 
aerosol cans too large for carrying in a 
Gl cleaning kit, but 1- and 5-gallon 
containers are available, and individual 
bottles can be filled from these. 

How Should They Be Used? 

If you anticipate deployment to a dry, 
dusty environment, your weapons 
should be thoroughly cleaned of 
conventional lubricants (automotive 
parts solvent or dry cleaning fluid work 
well if you don’t have access to a 
solvent-dip; use with good ventilation 
so you don’t end up with kids that look 
like mutdnt turtles), allowed to dry, and 
then re-llibed with the appropriate dry 
lube. I recommend Dri-Slide Profes¬ 
sional Formula for all parts that dust 
may get to: trigger groups, bolt carriers, 
operating rods, slides and barrels of 
pistols, Ml 6 upper receivers, etc. 

Dri-Slide is also effective for internal 
parts operating at high speeds and 
temperatures and not exposed to dust 
— e.g., the bolt of an Ml 6. Gas pistons 
and cylinders of M14/M21/M1A 
weapons and M60 machine guns are 
not to be tubed. 

Teflon products in powder form and 
light aerosol bases (Hob-E-Lube and 
Slide-All) aren’t as long-lasting under 
field conditions as Dri-Slide, LPS 1, and 
oilier varieties of Teflon-enhanced 
products, so you will need to add lube 
more often if using them. They are dry, 
though, and cleaner-appearing than 
moly and graphite products. 

Once your weapons are prepared 
this way, avoid unnecessary cleaning in 
the field. Keep your weapons clean, of 
course, but you’ll do your weapon no 
good by disassembling it under field 
conditions more than necessary. 
Because many officers these days 
have no knowledge of weapons beyond 
limited military experience, your platoon 
leader may not understand dry 
lubricants. Educate him — a good 
officer will listen. Be patient with him 
and offer to share your dry lube with the 
rest of your squad. It might keep some 
of them alive. 

One important point for military 
users: since moly and graphite-based 
lubes — the most effective true dry 
lubes in my experience — work by 
depositing a mineral film on metal 
surfaces, the old inspection technique 
of sticking a finger into the chamber or 
receiver will result in a dirty-appearing 
finger. Although this will not remove 
significant lube from your weapon, it 
may bother people not familiar with 



SOF tested all lubes for dust retention by 
applying them to metal surfaces and dusting 
with sand/dirt mix. Least amount of dirt was 
retained by Slide-All, most by Break Free. 
Photo: SOF staff 
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such lubes. Explain this to whomever is 
inspecting your weapon. If he is a real 
knucklehead and insists on his finger 
coming out of your weapon clean, you 
may want to use LPS 1 or Slide-All. 
(LPS Labs is working on a “clean” moly 
lube, which SOF hopes to test soon.) 

Procurement 

Military purchases: 

If you have a good S4, supply NCO 
or armorer, he may be able to procure 
dry lubricants through “local purchase” 
procedures, though this 
can be very difficult. First, 
someone will have to write 
a “Staff Study” or “Mission 
Essential Needs State¬ 
ment” explaining what dry 
lubricants are, why they 
are needed and what the 
cost will be. If you’re trying 
to procure quantities for 
more than one rifle squad, 
you’ll probably need a 
general’s signature. Then 
you have to identify 
potential sources of 
supply, who must prove 
that they meet Congres¬ 
sional requirements for 
selling products to the 
military. This process, in 
my experience, generally 
takes about one year. 

Private purchases: 


If you’re in a hurry, good hardware 
stores, gun shops, camera shops and 
bicycle shops should stock some or all 
of these products. Industrial lubricant 
suppliers also supply them, though not 
always in retail quantities. 

Note: As we go to press , the Dri- 
Slide Company informs us that they 
have shipped (free of charge) 2,000 
4-ounce bottles (shipping weight about 
850 lbs.) of their “Professional 
Formula” to a Defense Department 
depot for transshipment to Saudi 


SOF 

RECOMMENDATION 

Dri-Slide Multi-Purpose Lubricant, 
“Professional Formula”: Dri-Slide, Inc., 
Guardsman Products, Dept. SOF, 411 
N. Darling St., Fremont, Ml 49432. 

COST: $6.99. 

REMARKS: Temperature range: -50 
degrees F to +750 degrees F; excellent 
all-purpose lube; spray or squeeze 
bottle. 


Arabia. Thafs the good 
news. The kicker is that 
DoD is transporting the 
lubricant to Saudi Arabia by 
surface ship, which will 
take about 30 days. 

References: 

Synthetic Lubricants, Gunder¬ 
son and Hart. Reinholt. New York. 
1968. 

Evaluation of Dry Lubricants and 
Bearings for Spacecraft Applica¬ 
tions, Kirkpatrick and Young. 
NASA Technical Memorandum 33- 
382, Houston. 1968. 

Molybdenum Disulfide as a 
Lubricant: A review of the 
Fundamental Knowledge — Vol. 
10, Wear , W.O. Winer. Available 
from Climax Molybdenum Co. Ann 
Arbor. 1967. 

Chuck Fremont is an 
Army Reserve Special 
Forces NCO. ^ 



SOF staff tested all lubricants for functioning in military weapons. Dri-Slide 
lasted longer than other dry lubes during function tests, adhered well to 
operating parts. Photo: SOF staff 



FIBERFAB INTERNATIONAL 

6807 Wayzata Boulevard, Minneapolis, MN 55426 

1 - 800 - 328-5671 

In Minnesota Call (612) 546-7336 
Please send me your complimentary full 
color brochure for the Street Rod Family 
('34 Cabriolet, '34 Coupe, ’33 Vicky) 


Name _ 

Address_ 

City_State_ Zip_ 

Home phone ( )_ 

Bus. phone ( ) 

-1 
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IN REVIEW 

by John Coleman 



READY for an ancient history quiz? 
Here goes; What major U.S. military 
operation took place in December 
1989? Up until August 1990 and our 
deployment in Desert Shield, the an¬ 
swer would have rolled off your tongue. 
But our massive build-up in the Middle 
East has turned Operation Just Cause 
— the invasion of Panama — into 
military history, a mere limited incursion 
now overshadowed by greater events 
and relegated to footnote status. 

Too bad, because there are lessons 
to be learned from that military foray 
into Central American politics by U.S. 
forces that are applicable to our current 
situation in the Middle East. 

I’m not talking about grand strategies 
and incisive tactical doctrine, but rather 
about the training and readiness of our 
troops today, the ability of their officers 
and NCOs to organize and lead them in 
a combat environment, and how the 
military program actually works 
under fire. 

OPERATION JUST CAUSE — Pan¬ 
ama, December 1989 — A Soldier’s 
Eyewitness Account, by 1LT Clar¬ 
ence E. Briggs III (Stackpole Books, 
Dept SOF, P.O. Box 1831, Cameron & 
Kalker Streets, Harrisburg, PA 17105; 
phone: 1-800-732-3669; $10.95 plus 
$2.50 s&h) does just that. 

I doubt if Briggs (XO of Bravo Com¬ 
pany, 3rd Battalion, 504th PIR, 82nd 
Airborne Division, during Just Cause), 
set out to write this book with those 
major goals in mind, but his first-person 
description of the day-to-day activities 
of his company (and those around it) 


and his analysis of the rules of engage¬ 
ment under which American forces 
operated make it evident that Just 
Cause wasn’t the major, unhindered, 
success the military’s public affairs 
office would have you believe. 

By that, however, I don’t mean to 
imply that everyone screwed the cat, so 
to speak. But if you’ve got a military 
background, some of this will sound 
familiar: combat troops bumped off 
aircraft for Division and Corps combat- 
patch seekers, troops jumped into 
swampy drop zones, friendly troops 
firing at each other, friendly aircraft shot 
down, lack of solid enemy intelligence, 
troops freezing under fire, support air¬ 
craft refusing to come in low enough to 
be effective, accidental discharges of 
weapons, squad leaders “losing” their 
troops, OpSec breaches, lack of coordi¬ 
nation between units. Et cetera. 

On the flip side, though, a lot of 
things went right, and you can credit 
that to people who really give a damn 
and who take their job as soldiers 
seriously. That’s an area often over- 


CAUSE is the first good book of its type 
I’ve seen since the Vietnam War that 
takes a grunt’s-eye view of how things 
really happen down on the ground, 
when you transition from the it-ain’t- 
real-it’s-training way of thinking to a 
shootin’ war. (OK, purists contend that 
Panama wasn’t a war. Fine. Tell that to 
the dead bodies.) 

I think it’s vital right now for all of us to 
understand our military at this level 
because, after all, that’s the level where 
the bullets will fly and the blood will flow. 
It’s far from perfect down there in the 
trenches: there are screw-ups minor 
and major, but there’s commitment and 
dedication (and some real live ass- 
kickin’ heroes) too. OPERATION JUST 
CAUSE gives us the human side of 
what went on in Panama and, a year 
later, I can guarantee not much has 
changed. At this juncture in history, I 
can think of no better book to read. 

If reading’s not believing then seeing 
certainly is, and Harvey Schuster’s 
TAXIS OF CONFLICT - The Heli¬ 
copter War (Image Productions, Dept. 



looked: Not every person wearing a 
uniform is a misfit who can’t hack it on 
the outside. And further, as Briggs 
relates, there exists that percentage 
who will always go above and beyond 
the call of duty. That’s what makes the 
program work, even given the SNAFUs* 
So why is this stuff important in the 
grand scheme of things? Magnify what 
happened in Panama, say, about 10 or 
20 times, and that’s what’s happening 
(or what will happen) in Saudi Arabia/ 
Kuwait/Iraq. OPERATION JUST 


SOF, 121 Wing Street, Northville, Ml 
48167; phone: (313) 349-7806; $59.95 
plus $2 s&h) will bring combat straight 
to your living room. In this two-tape, 
106-minute color video, Schuster’s 
compiled some of the best helicopter 
footage shot during the Vietnam War, 
some of which has only recently been 
declassified. 

Why is this video important now? For 
the same reason as OPERATION 
JUST CAUSE: You’ll get a straightfor¬ 
ward, no-bulfshit look at combat — 


18 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


FEBRUARY 91 





THE SIG SAUER P 225 


Compact Power, On Or Off Duty 


A lightweight pistol with 9mm performance, the SIG 
SAUER P 225 is always ready for instant use. The 
double action trigger and patented firing pin lock 
eliminates the need for clumsy, manual safeties. 
Draw the pistol and fire. The high visibility sights 
make target acquisition fast and accurate even in 
poor light conditions. 

This nine shot autoloader (8 plus 1 in the chamber) 
is one of the safest pistols you can carry. The 
decocking lever allows the hammer to be lowered 
safely into the intercept notch, fully safe and ready to 
fire with a round in the chamber. 

Equally impressive is the pistol’s easy handling. 
Ergonomically-designed grip angle, magazine 


release and decocking lever ensure comfortable, 
instinctive shooting. 

The smooth, lightweight design make the P 225 
perfect for off duty, plain clothes or as a compact 
service pistol. It’s the perfect transitional weapon from 
revolver to semi-automatic. The P 225 also features 
an enclosed design for protection against dirt. 

Call us today for the name of your nearest SIGARMS 
dealer. Let him show you how the P 225 fits and fires. 


SIGARMS 


SIGARMS INC 
Industrial Drive 
Exeter, NH 03833 


Leather goods from Point Blank Leather. 


THE SIG SAUER P225... YOUR TACTICAL EDGE! 











#4008 


[TITANIUM. In Chip McCormick) ^ 


Titanium Semi-Prepped Hammer for 1911 pistols: 


#4007-Comm. style or #4008~"Rectangle".$76.00 

Titanium /Carbon Fiber Match Trigger: ... 


#4006-Long or#4006S-Short Trigger..$ 29.95 

Titanium Hammer Strut for 191 l's: #4009 ...$ 12.95 


Titanium Firing Pin : 

#4003 for .45 or #4004 for 9mm/,38 super.$ 24.95 


#4003 or #4004 



CAD-CAM "ForgecT'Semi-Prepped Sear, (Steel):.#4005..,$ 19.95 #4006 or #4006S 

EDM , A-6 Tool Steel Semi-Prepped Hammer: ...#4001-Comm, style or #40G2-"Rectangle", 
Shooting Star 10RD-38 Super IPSC Stainless Magazine w/basepad:.#4022... 


$59.95 

$29.95 


(Ed Brown) 


High-Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety:..#4032 - blue.. $ 29.95; #4033 - stainless.$ 31.95 

Hex Head Grip Screws (set of 4 w/wrench): ..#4048 - blue ....$ 7.95; #4048S - stainless.$ 8.95 

Extended Thumb Safety:. .#4043 - blue.. $ 29.95; #4044 - stainless..$31.95 

Ambidextrous Safety:. #4045 - blue.. $ 49.95; #4046 - stainless.$ 54.95 

HHIH 


8RD .45 Match Magazine w/extended base pad, stainless:....#W047DE.$ 28.95 

Full Length Recoil Guide System (Govt, Gold Cup or Comm.) (1 lpc. set): #W064 35.00 

ACCU-COMP M DP-K” Double Chamber Compensator Kit, ASGov'u .#W300,45 ....$299.95 

ACCU-COMP "DP-K" Kit in .38 super w/suppoited ramp. Gov't:.#W300,38 ....$324.95 



Stainless Steel Magazine Weight for 1911 mags adds l-3/4oz (screws included):.,#4195 ....$ 7,00 

Urethane Buffs (very tough shock absorbing buffer pads) Pkg. of 5:...#4196 ....$ 5.95 

Urethane Mag. Pads: Red, Yellow, Black, Pink, Orange, Blue, or Green. Pkg. of 5: ...#4197 ....$ 9,95 
Custom Grips for 191 l's, cut for S&A Mag-Guide. Specify CocoBolo or Bocate:.#4198 .. $ 54.95 


(olt Authorized PajrBWBftiil 


AMERICAN) 

EXPRESS 



| Dealer Inquries Invited | 

( FAX (501) 863-0172 1 



FED, EXPRESS 
DEUVERY 
ONLY $3 MORE 


A. -d. fa. 

P.O. Box 1995, Dpt. SF 
El Dorado, AR 71731 

( Caii Toll Free \ 

ll-800-643-1564j 

Send $2 for complete catalog 


The Saga of the I 

American Civil War 


*NONE* 
DIED IN 
* VAIN * 



without political/military fictionalization 
and/or revisionism. What you’ll see in 
TAXIS OF CONFLICT are men at war 
and, regardless of whether it’s Vietnam 
or the Middle East, they’ll fight — and 
die — in much the same way. 

So far we’ve been "spared" the 
“horrors” of combat in Grenada and 
Panama by a government and military 
crucified in the public affairs arena of 
Vietnam; the idea of body bags and 
bodies shown on the six o’clock news 
frightens them to death. (Whether that’s 
good or bad depends on your point of 
view.) Regardless, war and death are 
quite real, and TAXIS OF CONFLICT is 
a stark reminder of that reality. 

Finally, 120 years ago Americans 
were involved in the greatest military 
struggle they would ever face. The War 
between the States, the Civil War, the 
War of Secession, the War of Rebellion 
— it shattered the Union but reforged it 
in combat, creating the society in which 
we live and the ideals by which we 
function today. 

In a grand work, historian Robert 
Leckie chronicles this upheaval in 

NONE DIED IN VAIN — The Saga of 
the American Civil War (Harper- 
Collins), from the causes to the after¬ 
math. 

Again the question: Why is this book 
important now? Compare the scale of 
combat in the Civil War (in the Get¬ 
tysburg campaign of June-Juiy 1863 
atone, Union casualties ran 23,000 
while Confederates had 25,000 killed or 
wounded) against what U.S. forces 
may face in the Middle East (estimates 
run from 10,000 to 50,000 casualties), 
and you may get some idea of the 
immensity of the task we face in Op 
Desert Shield. This is no Panama or 
Grenada: we may be in for the biggest 
punch-up since the German-Soviet bat¬ 
tles of World War 11.^ 
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MC/Visa & COD 


mvs/vioa at ww " a i ih jhi III J 4 If MC/VlS3 8t'C0D 

Order toll free The DUTCHMAN BV MSll Order toll free 

1-800-821-5157 f iic? i/w i ui imnif oy mail 1-800-821-5157 


SOUND DETECTOR 


DISTANT SOUND 

DETECTOR 

MULTIPLIES 

SOUND 5000 


The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 

The VanSleek Farfoon generation of Distant Sound Detectors combines the best features of older 
models to bring you the most versatile unit yet developed. Utilizes a 3-1/2" built- in parabolic dish 
with "spider-mount" super-sensitive microphone for Sound Mirror effect, previously found only on 
larger, more cumbersome sound detectors. VanSleek features handy size (weighs about 2-lbs.), 
is easy to use in tight places. Made for professional hunters to hear approaching animals at great 
distance, the VanSleek has been discovered by the security industry. On city terrain, sounds leap 
across blocks and streets. Solid state-of-the-art circuitry. Sound cut-off. Powered by 6 penlight 
batteries for increased amplitude. Use VanSleek and enjoy mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver products. Sold world-wide to government, military, police, hunters 
& fishermen. Discover the range of uses on land and sea; money back guarantee. $148.00 
postpaid. 


INSTANT HEAT 


For Car & Truck 


■laiglWBiiV 1 i 

This winter, get 

*• * ■ \ instant heat 

lj£ : Jk in your car, truck, 

van, boat with 

‘ “Auto Heat”. 

till heate/pjugs 

rette lighter to run a 
~ quiet, yet powerful fan 

that puts out whopping 180- 
watts, 600-BTU’s of hot air. GET 
TOASTY WITHOUT WAITING FOR 
CAR ENGINES TO WARM UP! Six-foot cord lets you place Auto Heat 
where you need it most: in back, front, on dash. Ideal for defrosting 
windows. Comes with visor/seat pocket mounting clip or place on seat or 
floor. Lightweight, portable, small but oh so powerful. Stores easily under 
seat or in glove box. Made in the USA, Two year warranty. If you’re sitting 
in a freezing car this winter, it’s your own fault! Order Auto Heat for $39.95 
with each add’l unit $36.50 + $3,50 shipping per order. 




500,000 CANDLEPOWER 



This lightweight 

(4-lbs.) and compact (6 x 

6 x 10) hand-held spotlight puts 

out an incredible 500,000 candlepower. 

AND ITS COMPLETELY CORDLESS! 

Uses rechargeable batteries that charge up from 
household current, or with adaptor (included)^^P* 
charge from car/truck/boat 12v battery via the^^fc 
cigarette lighter. Pistol grip design, “trigger” on/ J 
off, quartz halogen bulb and computer designed 
reflector. SHINES OVER A MILE. Ideal for sig¬ 
naling, rescue work... fire, police, hunting, camping. 
$69.95+$4.00 shipping (also: filters in red, amber or 
blue, $7.00 each, specify). 


phone Recorder] Bug Box 


You Need The 
BVG BOX For 
Telephone 
Privacy 


Telephone tap detector notifies you of un¬ 
authorized intrusion onto your line. Just plug 
modular phone into tiny BUG BOX, then plug 
BUG BOX into wall jack. An indicator light tells 
you when someone is listening in". BONUS: 
Attach BUG BOX to every phone in your house, 
then you, AND ONLY YOU, can access the 
phone. BUG BOX not only tells you if someone 
else is on the line, it KEEPS THEM OFF with its 
privacy shut-out circuit. Buy one BUG BOX and 
use its indicator light to monitor line intrusion; 
buy as many BUG BOX'S as you have phones 
and enjoy total privacy shut-out plus visible 
light indicators. Sale price $30.00 postpaid. 



MACE® 


BLACK BART 
SWORD CANE 


A real collector’s piece, the Black Bart Sword 
Cane is reminiscent of the Old West. 35" overall 
length, comfortable knob-top handle, brass 
collar & tip. Sword measures 17.5”, is of good 
quality mirror-polished steel. Two “O” rings 
secure the sword; a quick tug releases, clicks 
back into place with authority. Black Bart’s 
► wood shaft is covered in all-black, tough, 
good-looking simulated leather. Con- 
jures up names like Wyatt & Bat... 

B lack Bart sword cane is a worthy 
addition to any collection just 
^ $29.95 + $4.00 shipping. 



Don't mistake MACE with N 

lesser tear gas aerosols. 

Chemical MACE delivers a C ; 

potent punch of highly \ 

purified CN tear gas to l ^^1 ' 

incapacitate an assailant 

allowing you plenty of time to 

get away. MK-VI unit comes - 

In individual gun’like case 

with real trigger action. 

Unique pistol grip allows quick hand orientation 
and sure action; attach to key-ring, purse or belt. 
Fires about 25 half-second bursts. Order one for 
$1450 and SAVE by ordering six for $ 6000 . 


Black Bart 
Sword Cane 

Only 

$ 29.95 + $4.00 Shipping 


\ 


Electronic marvel tapes phone calls automati¬ 
cally. A “no hands" control for connecting 
cassette recorder to a telephone line, simply 
connect one cord to cassette recorder & the 
other cord into ANY modular jack in the house. 
Set recorder for “record" & whenever a receiver 
is lifted on any phone on the premises, the 
recorder will automatically record. When the 
receiver is hung-up, the recorder automatically 
stops. Just $22.50 postpaid and that includes 
a FREE duplex adaptor. 


Qc/Visa & COD orders call toll free 1-800-821-5157 

I Mail in orders send check or money order to the address below. 

1 The Dutchman 

I Dept. 291 ™L ase sW p- 

| P.O. Box 12548 - 

| Overland Park, KS 66212 Total $ endosed 


Please ship: 
item_ 


Total $ enclosed 


Address 


©1990 
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Subsonic at Warp 6 


FULL AUTO 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 



A/VC’s compact and lightweight Warp 6 
sound suppressor for 9mm Parabellum 
pistols has been designed by professionals 
at the cutting edge of current technology for 
operators who can accept no compromise to 
their mission through equipment failure. 

SOUND suppressor technology has 
surged forward at warp speed in the last 
decade. 

Hiram P. Maxim patented the first 
truly successful suppressor in March of 
1908. While current offerings’ external 
housings are still cylindrical in shape, 
suppressors produced by today’s de¬ 
sign leaders such as JW C Systems 
Technology (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
41938, Phoenix, AZ 85080-1938 — 
catalog free to Class 3 dealers and 
legitimate government agencies, $5 to 
individuals) bear little resemblance to 
Maxim’s pioneering efforts. 

There is no dearth of would-be 
suppressor designers and it almost 
seems that anyone with access to a drill 
press, metal tubing and the $500 re¬ 
quired for a Class 2 manufacturer’s 
license can stuff some washers into a 
tube and market it as a “state-of-the-art 
silencer.” There is also a great deal of 
confusion concerning the sound levels 
of these junk “cans” because the abso¬ 
lute sound level measurements will 
vary with how far the microphone (usu¬ 
ally attached either to a voltmeter or 
oscilloscope whose linear responses 


are then converted into the logarithmic 
ratio, which is the decibel [dB]) is placed 
from the firearm. Although the absolute 
sound level will vary with distance, the 
ratio or degree of suppression will be 
constant regardless of the distance. 
That is why it is more meaningful to talk 



To obtain the highest level of sound 
reduction, the Warp 6’s environment cells 
must be kept wet. Lithium-base grease is 
best for this purpose. To assure positive 
functioning, the dock series and some 
others require a supplementary recoil boost, 
which is provided by the unique AWC recoil 
regulator device. 

about the degree of suppression rather 
than the absolute sound level of the 
suppressed weapon. Legitimate sup¬ 
pressor manufacturers now almost uni¬ 
versally make their sound level meas¬ 
urements 1 meter to the side of the 


weapon and state their measurement 
criteria and conditions. 

MC’s Warp 6 sound suppressor 
was designed specifically for opera¬ 
tions requiring high efficiency, compact 
size and maximum sound suppression 
of caliber 9mm Parabellum pistols; their 
unit represents sound suppressor tech¬ 
nology in its most advanced form and 
has been designed by professionals at 
the cutting edge of current technology 
for operators who can accept no com¬ 
promise to their mission through equip¬ 
ment failure. Constructed entirely of 
non-magnetic 304 stainless steel, the 
Warp 6 contains no mesh packing or 
wipes. Its baffles cause the main pro¬ 
pellant gas jet to move away from the 
bullet and enter specially designed 
environment cells where the gasses are 
cooled at an increased rate over con¬ 
ventional designs. 

In order to obtain the highest level of 
sound reduction, the Warp 6’s environ¬ 
ment cells must be kept wet. For this 
purpose AWC recommends a lithium- 
base grease (Mobili synthetic lubricat¬ 
ing grease), a tube of which is packed 
with each Warp 6 suppressor unit. A 
fresh change of lubricant is usually 
required at 15-20 shots. When recharg¬ 
ing the unit, approximately one table¬ 
spoon of the lithium-base grease 
should be placed into the first chamber 
inside the threaded end of the suppres¬ 
sor. You can use an ice cream bar stick 
to do this, but the best device for this 
purpose is a lOcc plastic syringe minus 
the hypodermic needle. 

Overall length of the Warp 6 is 6.75 
inches with a diameter of only 0.98 
inches. The weight is just 6.7 ounces, 
and the standard finish is optically flat 
matte. Properly charged with lithium- 
base grease, the Warp 6’s sound re¬ 
duction approaches 35 dB, truly as¬ 
tounding for a unit of this size and 
weight. In addition, its small diameter 
permits use of standard factory- 
installed sights. 

Since the Warp 6 is constructed of 
100% 304 non-magnetic stainless 
steel, disassembly is not required for 
cleaning or maintenance, and the can’s 
end-caps have been TIG-welded to the 
tube. The lubricants used to provide a 
wet environment in the suppressor also 
prevent carbon from baking onto the 
internal components. However, the unit 
should be periodically rinsed with non- 
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A BARTENDER’S GUIDE 

ON 

HOW TO PICK UP WOMEN 

—The Truth At Last— 


"If you could sit down quietly with an experienced bartender and ask him 
all of his trade secrets on how to pick up women ... what to wear, what to say, 
what to do, along with what not to wear, say, or do, this book is what he’d tell 
you . . From the book’s Introduction. 

For the last 14 years, Bryan Redfield has been a bartender in some of 
Hollywood’s hottest nightclubs. He personally surveyed over 100 single, 
attractive women who are looking to meet men. 

• Find out the first thing a good prospect notices about a man; 

• the first thing she notices about a man she’s attracted to; 
the first thing she notices about a man she’s not attracted to; 

• learn why opening lines cut your throat, every time; 
find out the right way to approach a woman; 

• how to be yourself and how to establish common ground. 

345 pages, more than 93,000 words, 19 chapters. Including: Class 
Begins, Enlightenment Begins, The Approach, My Survey of Over 100 Women, 
The First Phone Call, the First Date, Classic Mistakes, and 12 more exciting 
chapters. 

Because he’s a bartender, Bryan Redfield has access to information the 
other authors on this subject only dream about. So stop listening to amateurs 
and get the truth from a professional. Send a check or money order (no cash 
or C.O.D.’s) for $11.95 (plus $3.05 postage and handling) to: 

New Atlantis Publications, Inc. 

Box 69153-S 

West Hollywood, California 90069 
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COUNTERFEIT GUNS 

FULL-SIZE WORKING REPLICA MODELS 

They're realistic. These classic models look, weigh, feel 
and handle like the expensive originals. Metal parts are 
hand assembled; you can spin the cylinders, work the 
slide action & release the clips. Completely Safe 
NON-FIRING - DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED 


G.l. .45 
Automatic 

Slide, safeties & action 
work like original. Can be 
disassembled. Over 32 metal 
parts. Lgth. 9.5". Wt. 2.5 lbs. 
♦#01-300 (Standard Finish) .... $107ppd 
*#01-300$ (Nickel Finish). $119PPD 




Dagger 

German Diplomatic Dress. Lgth. 15". Wt. 1 lb. 

#22-4042.$40ppd 


M92 
Military 

Slide, trigger & clip work. Can 
be partially disassembled. 

Lgth. 8.5" Wt. 3 lbs. 

*#22-1254.$92ppd 

mm 

1873 
Peacemaker 

Single action 
works like original, w/wood 
grips. Can be partially 
disassembled. Lgth. 11.5". Wt. 2 lbs. 

#22-1186/G.. $60ppd 




U.S. Marshal’s Badge 

Made from original dies. 

#14-711.$14ppd 


C l>Ty 



1860 

Army Revolver 

Action works like original, 
w/wood grips. Can be partially 
disassembled. Lgth. 13". Wt. 2.1 lbs. 

#22-1083/L. $62ppd 



Letter Opener 

Minature detailed Civil War Sabre. Lgth. 8.5" 

#22-3005.$15ppd 


GATLING 

GUN 


—Accles Drum Magazine 
(Romovable) 

Metal Receiver w/Bronze 
l Antique Finish 
/10 Barrels that Rotate 

Km 



Metal Hub 
W/ Antique 
Bronze Finish 


Metal 
Rimmed 
Wheels 
Metal Yoke Metal Arc 
{Barrel (Barrel raises & 
traverses 50) lowers 125) 


MODEL 1883 

A classic Vfeth scale 

limited edition, w/ metal movable parts. 

#22-41 $159ppd_ 

COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY,Ire. Oept.so ♦soidw/orange'j 
P.0. Box 59, Alexandria, VA 22313 SiTImiS 1 


Calif, except for 
_□ Free Color Catalog theatrical use. 


I 
I 

I □ Money Order □ Check Enclosed □ Dealer Information 
I Credit Card Orders—Cali Toil Free 1 (800) 544-3456, ext. 515 
I Name: 

* driHrocc- 


' City/Stite/Zip: _ 


. Honor Back (Lots Postage) It Not Satisfied- 


flammable solvent or hot soapy water. 
Compressed air can be used to blow 
the interior dry. 

There is now an additional benefit to 
a completely sealed sound suppressor 
that some may be unaware of. In an 
attempt to interdict the assembling of 
unregistered suppressors by obtaining 
the housing from one source and the 
internal parts from another (a legitimate 
concern), the Firearms Owner’s Protec¬ 
tion Act as approved on 19 May 1986, 
contains the following definition: “The 
terms ‘firearm silencer’ and firearm 
muffler’ mean any device for silencing, 
muffling or diminishing the report of a 
portable firearm, including any combi¬ 
nation of parts, designed or rede¬ 
signed, and intended for use in assem¬ 
bling or fabricating a firearm silencer or 
firearm muffler, and any part intended 
only for use in such an assembly or 
fabrication.” 

The BATF, forever seeking arrests 
that do not endanger their agents, has 
interpreted this to mean so much as a 
single neoprene disc that could be used 
as a wipe. Thus, if you have a “Hush 
Puppy” type suppressor, you cannot 
inventory spare wipes unless you are a 
Class 2 manufacturer. After you have 
fired this device the dozen or so times it 
takes to degrade sound suppression, 
you must transfer the suppressor back 
to the manufacturer for replacement of 
the wipes. Spare wipes or other internal 
sound suppressor components can, 
and already have, resulted in a trip 
down the river — as, of course, igno¬ 
rance of the law is no excuse. 

Attaching a sound suppressor to a 
pistol with a recoiling slide and barrel 
places an added mass, no matter how 
slight, on the rearward moving compo¬ 
nents that may retard their rearward 
travel and result in an incomplete recoil 
cycle with failures to properly eject 
empty cases (“stove pipes”) and failure 
to feed. Some semiauto pistols are 
more recoil-sensitive than others. 

Heckler & Koch’s P9S operates by 
means of delayed blowback and the 
additional burden of a sound suppres¬ 
sor does not affect its reliable opera¬ 
tion. Short-recoil types such as the 
Beretta M9/92F, Taurus PT series and 
Walther P5 will also function reliably 
with the added mass of a sound sup¬ 
pressor (providing its weight does not 
exceed 8 ounces) and do not require a 
supplementary recoil boost. However, 
the Glock series, SIG-Sauer P226, 
Ruger P85, Browning High-Power and 
Smith & Wesson 9mm pistols (all 
locked-breech, short-recoil operated) 
usually require some recoil assist when 
a suppressor is attached to their barrels 
to insure positive functioning. 

For this purpose, AWC Systems 
Technology has designed a unique 
regulator device that interfaces be¬ 
tween the barrel and suppressor. 


Measuring just 1.75 inches in length 
and 1.075 inches in diameter, the 
device is also constructed from 304 
stainless steel and weighs 4.7 ounces. 

This four-component unit consists of 
a spring-loaded piston in a cylinder. 
The piston is precision fitted to the 
cylinder with aerospace grinding equip¬ 
ment and is lubricated with the same 
lithium-base grease used in the sup¬ 
pressor. It should be disassembled, 
cleaned and re-lubricated after approxi¬ 
mately 100 rounds. A spanner wrench 
is provided for this purpose. 

Within milliseconds after a round has 
been fired, propellant gasses drive the 
piston and suppressor forward and 
compress the heavy coil spring 
wrapped around the piston’s shaft. As a 
consequence of the compressed 
spring, the suppressor and piston re¬ 
turn almost immediately to provide the 
added recoil thrust required to reliably 
carry the barrel (and slide to which it 
locked) through a complete recoil 
cycle. 

We chose to mate our Warp 6 test 
specimen with a Glock 17, a pistol for 
which I have the highest regard. As I 
had a Glock 17 long-slide 6-inch barrel 
without compensator slots on hand, 
AWC cut it back to approximately 5 
inches, threaded the muzzle end and 
provided it with a knurled thread protec¬ 
tor cap. AWC can also TIG-weld a 
sleeve on the standard Glock 17/19 
barrel and thread it to accept the Warp 
6 for those without access to the 
long-slide barrel. 

All testing was performed with Black 
Hills 147-grain JHP subsonic ammuni¬ 
tion. Since the Warp 6 is a muzzle 
suppressor, there was no reduction in 
muzzle velocity, which remained at 
about 970 fps. 

There was no degradation of the 
pistol's accuracy potential, which re¬ 
mained at under 1 inch for five-shot 
groups fired at 7 yards from the Weaver 
stance. Sound suppressors employing 
disposable wipes usually exhibit in¬ 
creased group dispersions. 

With the recoil regulator device in 
place, the Glock 17 performed with its 
usual high degree of reliability. There 
were no stoppages of any type through¬ 
out the course of SOF’s test and 
evaluation. There was, however, a 
noticeable increase in perceived recoil 
as a result of the increased rearward 
push initiated by the recoil regulator 
device. The time required to reacquire 
the front sight was not affected as recoil 
thrust on the Glock series is mostly 
straight back. 

Our qualitative assessment of the 
sound reduction was that it was equal 
or superior to most of the “Hush Puppy” 
types we have fired. 

The vast majority of sound suppres- 

Continued on page 80 
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Mercenary’ 


THE ROAD TO 
KALAMATA 

ACanpoll . ajfr 


RHODESIAN 


SPECIAL. 


#8036 - 
The Dictionary 
of Espionage 

by Henry S.A. Beckett. 

A comprehensive guide to 
spook speak. 

$17.95 


#8037 - The Road 
to Kalamata 

by Mike Hoare. A straight 
forward account of 
Hoare’s 4-Commando ac¬ 
tions while in the service 
of Moise Tshombe’s new¬ 
ly created Independent 
State of Katanga. Hard¬ 
cover. $17.95 


#8038 - Portugals 
Guerrilla War 

: w by A.J. Venter. This is a 
book about a ten-year war 
in Portuguese Guinea. 
This war is not just 
Sgtf—another African military 
conflict. On its outcome 
hinges the destiny of all 
Africa. Hardcover. $9.95 


The Elite: Story of the 
Rhodesian SAS by Bar¬ 
bara Cole. The exploits of 
the famed Rhodesian 
Special Air Service from 
its inception to its dis¬ 
bandment. 

#8019 -$19.95 
#8023 - Special leather 
collectors’ edition 
$100.00 


#8006 - 

Knife Self-Defense 
for Combat 

by Michael D. Echanis. 
First in a series dealing 
with hand-to-hand com¬ 
bat as taught to the Spe¬ 
cial Warfare Branches of 
the United States Military. 
$9.95 


#8021 - 

The Soldier of Fortune. 

Adapted from Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. A 
book filled with photos 
and stories of the elite 
men and elite units. Spe¬ 
cially priced at $7.95 


#8025 - Mercenary 
Commander 

Here’s the inside story of 
mercenary work — Africa 
style. From the 1960s Bel¬ 
gian Congo to the 1980s 
Seychelles, Colonel Jerry 
Puren fights the wars only 
the toughest can survive. 
384 pages with excellent 
photographs. Hardcover. 
$29.95 


«SOP 

BOOKSHELF 


Vietnam — Our Generation’s War From 
the first Marines to the fall of Saigon, NAM 
brings you the triumph and defeat of 
America’s longest war. With eyewitness 
accounts, unrivaled photos and graphics, 
weapons and tactics profiles, and search¬ 
ing analyses of the war’s development 
from both sides of the DMZ, NAM is the 
finest documentary of the war you’ll ever 
read. 

#8040 — Hardcover $39.95 


#8012 - An Illustrated 
Guide to Modern 
Elite Forces 
by Max Walmer. A con¬ 
cise guide to today’s elite 
forces of the world. Over 
34 units are covered from 
17 different countries. 160 
pages filled with b&w and 
color photos. $11.95 


#7033 
#8020 
#8022 
#8039 


— SOF Magazine Binder Holds 12 issues. $10.95 

— Shoot a Handgun by Dave Arnold. A complete manual of simplified handgun instructions. $9.95 

— The Best of Survive A handy guide comprising the finest how-to articles from Omega’s Survive Magazine. $2.95 

— Secrets of Modern Knife Fighting A comprehensive guide on knife fighting. $9.95 


#8026 - 

The Elite: A Pictorial 
This 168-page hardcover 
edition covers the exploits 
of the famed Rhodesian 
Special Air Service, from 
its inception to disband¬ 
ment, in front-line, you- 
are-there photography. 
$21.95 


BOOK # 

QUANTITY 

PRICE 










Please indude $3.00 for 
the first Item ordered — 
indude $1.00 for each ad¬ 
ditional item for postage 
and handling. Overseas 
orders add 40%. Please 
allow 4-6 weeks for deiiv- 

SUB TOTAL 

Postage & Handling 

3.7% Safes Tax 
(Colo. res.) 

TOTAL 



SOF EXCHANGE BOOKSHELF 

Mail to: SOF Exchange ST 2/91, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard, VISA or C.O.D. — call toll-free —1-800-323- 
1776, Operator 131. NEW! FAX YOUR ORDER 303-444-5617! 

PAYMENT: □VISA/MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED □ COD 

CARD #_ 

EXPIRATION DATE_ 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

For customer service calls, dial (303) 449-3750 — between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. mountain time. 


MUUtHN 

KITE 

FUSES 


THE 


: ELITE 


plctoriaf 
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PARTICIPANT 

SOUTHEAST ASIA XT"' , 
WAR GAMES'2_ - \ 
l*W to 1975 Sr 


WE FLEW 
10,000 MILES 
TO 




RiWDfim ;>! 

: ItrrjUSn tK 
S0E licOia lSOi» 


SOF EXCHANGE 
P.0. Box 693 DEPT 2-91 
Boulder, CO 80306 

| Call Toll-Free for MC, VISA, C.O.D. 

■ orders; 1-800-323-1776, Operator 
131. For FAX orders; (303) 444-5617. 

| Customer Service; (303) 449-3750. 

, PAYMENT; __VISA/MC _CHECK _COD 
\ CARD #_ 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS 


#1009 S0F/HK. 

Tasteful .small, logo. $9.95 


#1003 Wbrld Tour 
Back logo. $10.95 


PRICE 


SUBTOTAL _ 

P&H _ 

37% Sales Tax (Colo. Resdenls) _ 

TOTAL [ 

T-Shirt sizes S, M, L, XL $1.00 extra lor XXL 
Add $3.00 lor first item ordered plus $1.00 per 
each additional item for postage and handling. 
Overseas orders add 40%. Allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery. 































Buy Direct & Save $$$! 


Visa, MasterCard & American Express! 
Call 1-708-640-7774 for Fast Delivery! 


Not a toyl You must be 21 to order! 


Black Book of Dirty Tricks Tear Gas Guns 

Improvised Munitions Handbook-the most sought Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 6-shot 
after here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army Man- automatic fires tear gas cartridges or 

fm.syoucmpv.il the nigger, 
etc, incendiary devices. Fuses, Igniticnr & Delay Heavy-duty metal construction with 
Mechanisms. Tells how to make Rocket Launch- quick, easy ejection. Checkered grips, 
ers. Pistols, Shotguns and Recoilless Rifles from Comes with holster, tear gas and blanks, 
easy to obtain materials and more! #BB $10.00 #260110 Blue Revolver $29.95 

#260510 Blue Automatic $29.95 
A Extra Tear Gas (10) $4.00 

--^±^1—^ Blanks (50) $4.00 


Tap Detector 

Protection for 
your phone, 
computer / 
modem, 

FAX or 

telex. S' 


PistolCrossbow * 

Compact, silent and deadly. Powerful 40 lb. 
draw. Micro-adjustable sights. Aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. 11-1/4" overall. 
Comes with 3 - 6" bolts, 

#214005 $49.95 


"Little Black Box" 
Amazing device automatically starts 
your recorder whenever the tele¬ 
phone is picked up and stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Attaches 
anywhere along the line . Plugs into 
any recorder. Creates no interference 
or noise on line. 1 "x2’ , x2". Warning: 
Not to be used for surveillance! 
#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 

#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 

New 10-Hour Recorder is the ideal 
companion for "Little Black Box". 
#310200 $159.95 


World's Largest 
Survival Knife 
This is the knife you’ve been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big 10 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports 
men, hunters, fishermen, 
and campers will find 
"The Big One" can take J 
it no matter how tough M 
the task. It's more than 
just a knife. Features: 

• 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow 
handle. 

• Liquid filled ( 

compass. 

• Rugged black / 

leather sheath j 

with sharp- / 

ening stone, j 


Badges & 

ID Case v V 

Flaunt your I 

authority! | 

Styles 

Professional badges - Special Investigator, Security 
Guard, Special Officer, Deputy Sheriff, Special 
Police, Private Detective. 1-1/2" wide, 2-1/4" high. 
Nickel plated brass. Specify model when ordering. 
Comes complete with badge holder and ID Card. 
#B5 $9.95 


"Phaser 1 ' Super Tear Gas 

The safest personal defense product avail¬ 
able. High compression jet spray will stop 
attackers at distances up to 20 feet. Renders 
assailant instantly helpless, causing extreme 
burning to eyes, nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychotics and drug users. Will 
not cause permanent injury. 4-5/8". 

#261201 $14.95 


Crosman C0 2 ■ ' 

Pellet Revolver 

Look-a-like, feel-a-like, 
and shoot-a-like model of the 
famous .357 Python. Fires .177 
caliber pellets at velocities up to 
390 fps. 6" rifled steel barrel for 
incredible accuracy. Comes with 
6 and 10-shot cylinders. 

#464403 (Retail $85.) 

.177 Cal. Pellets, 250/pkg. 

CO, Cartridges, 5 to pack 


"Super Snooper" 

Extremely sensitive, pointable, electronic 
listening dev ice amplifies and feeds all avail¬ 
able sounds through stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off circuit meas¬ 
ures incoming signal and protects you from 
harmful high volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds.; a car door shutting at 5 
blocks; your dog hot on a trail 2 miles away. 
Uses standard 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 

#310300 $99.95 

Bionic Booster increases the receiving sur¬ 
face area 37 times, making it more direc¬ 
tional and powerful. Snaps onnnd off easily. 
#310301 $39.95 


|=H__ • Survival 
| kit inside 
handle fea¬ 
tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 
#17718 
$29.95 


RAMBO® Knives 

A vailable at Last! 

Licensed reproductions 
of the actual knives A 
used by Sylvester A I 

Stallone in the 
movies: f 

First Blood, 

Rambo II & ""f 

Rambo 111. *** 


Ordering Information 

By Mail: Use coupon orseparate sheet. Mail withcheck, money order or credit card info 
to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 1831 W. Algonquin Rd., #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all product and credit card information ready. 
Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 
|"VoUr Supply Depot, Ltd. Telephone: (708)640-7774 

RAMBOs First Blood _ 1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 SF34 

14" overall. 9" stainless I ... _ . ^ , 

steel blade.#K100 $89.95 I Qty. Number Descr.pt.on/SrcelColor _ P™e 

RAMBO® First Blood, | 

Part II: 15-3/8" overall, 10" ■---_ 

stainless steel blade. I 

#K101 $89.95 ■-- 

RAMBO® III: 16" overall, I 

11" stainless steel blade. I ----- 

#K106 $99.95 1 . _ w J Subtotal 


Each Knife 
comes with a 
top quality 
leather sheath! 


Double-Lock Handcuffs 

Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated. 
#270200 $15.95 

New ThumbcufTs $9.95 


Grenades 
Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are completely 
harmless. Full 
weight with de¬ 
tachable lever 
and pin. WW II 
Pineapple. 

#1721 GO $9.95 


New 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun available. Weighs only a 
few ounces but packs a 70,000 volt bite that will stop 
any attacker. One second jolt causes muscle spasms 
and dazed condition but no permanent damage. 
Under no condition can you suffer a charge-back to 
your body. 1 year warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 

Ni-Cad Battery & Charger #310801 $19^95 

New Big Daddy - 120,000 volts of stopping power. 

#310805 $89.95 


State 


Phone _ 

Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally purchase, possess or carry air guns, stun 
guns, etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are an adult and there are no legal restrictions 
to purchasing. 
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Qty. 

Number 

Description/Size/Color 

Price 













Charge my: Visa □ 

Expiration Date 

Card# 

Subtotal 

MasterCard Am ex □ .... . , 

Shipping/Hand. 

7% Tax-//. Res Only 

Total 

$5.50 











II TRANSMITTER 


Small, powerful. Microphone will pick up a 
whisper 20 feet away. Works with any FM receiver, 
tuneable 88 to 128 Mhz. Up to K mile or more! 

Powered by 9 volt battery for several days. 

Easy final assembly required. No soldering, takes 
S minutes. For use as security room monitor or 
testing and experimentation only. See warning. 
Ultra II $99. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50] 110/9 Volt 


SPY TECH VIDEO 


*r 1 

SPYTEOl 

VIDEO 

CATALOG 


Watch as 
each product 
is demon¬ 
strated, learn 
how they can 
give you the 
"edge/' 30 
minutes — 
VHS only. 


Spy-Tech Video Catalog SI4.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.) 


ISRAELI INSTINCTIVE SHOOTING METHOD - Revealed! 


VOICE CHANGER 


Fits over the handset of any telephone and 
electronically changes your voice to protect your 
identity. S298. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 


Shooting course as taught by ISDS, an Israeli 
government approved company that specializes 
in counterterrorism and VIP protection. 

Produced and filmed on location in Israel with 
Israeli instructors. 

Learn from the best! Be prepared when it really 
counts. 

Instinctive Shooting Video 

Retail $69.95 

Introductory Price S49.95 (Ship/lnsur. $4.] 


Leam to shoot FAST, safely and with deadly 
surgical precision. This video reveals for the first 
time, the step by step training method used by 
all of the "special units" of the Israeli military. 


These techniques have been proven to work in 
"real world" situations time and time again. 
Anyone can learn the Instinctive Shooting 
Method after watching this video with just a few 
hours practice. 


Fast moving one hour video Is a complete 
version of the Israeli Instinctive 


MICRO 

SURVEILLANCE 
TV CAMERA 


Size of a cigarette pack. Pin hole lens will see 
through a >A" hole. Camera can be hidden almost 
anywhere and has built in lens and microphone. See 
and listen. Can be hooked up to a VCR or TV. 

.JsK. 


BODY WIRETRANSMITTER - Room Monitor 


“TELEPHONE TAPS'fit 
'ROOM BUGS/ 

How They're Done, 

How To Defeat Them" 


PERSONAL SC BUSINESS PRIVACY AND SECURITY 


EP-I5I transmits your voice or other sounds up 
to 1,000 feet away to the matching receiver 
(included) with this small (cigarette pack size) 
crystal controlled VHF transmitter. (See warning.) 

Reg. $399. SALE $299. Complete 

(Ship/lnsur. $10.) 


WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, 
TITLE ill, 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 






continuous rower supply wv. ppo 


Complete S699. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 


This exclusive video dearly demonstrates how easily 
wiretapping and room bugging can be done and what 
you can do to protect your privacy. 

A leading expert in countersurveillance begins with a 
detailed examination of telephone taps. The major 
fallacies of "tap detection" devices are exposed, 
followed by a discussion of the ONLY reliable methods 
to detect taps and safeguard your communications. 
Learn the major features of common taps, including 
slaves, parasitic and nonparasitic devices, telephone 
recorder devices and more. Also included is an 
examination of how cellular and portable phones and 
even FAX machines can be tapped. 

Part 2 of the 
video examines 
the ins and outs of 
room bugs, includ¬ 
ing transmitters, 
wired microphones, 
laser listening 
devices, contact 
and parabolic 
mikes and body 
wires. See how these 
insidious bugs can 
be disguised as 
electrical outlets, 
smoke detectors, pens, calculators and cigarettes. 

The video concludes with a look at the best 
countermeasures against tapping and bugging, 
including how to detect transmitters, sweeping and 
detection gear that works and tips on how to perform 
a physical search of a room. 

Don’t let others invade your business or personal 
life. Find out how to protect yourself today! 

Available in VHS format only. 

Reg. $99. DIRECT $49.95. (Ship/lnsur. $4.) 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


Body Wire fit Bug Detector Transtec silently vibrates when it detects a hidden 
transmitter. Pocket size. Reg. $795. Sale $695. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Scrambled Walkie Talkies VHF, 5 watt, 4 channel, hand held, 3-7 miles, recharge¬ 
able. Model VHF-30 $595. ea. Minimum two required. 

Telephone Scrambler Portable, 13,000 access codes, works over any phone 
including cellular. $299. ea. Minimum two required. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) Ultra High 
Level Units from $2,695. 

Stunlight Lightweight combination 40,000 volt stungun and rechargeable flashlight. 
Ready when you need It. $159. (Ship/lnsur, $7.50] 

Briefcase Recording System Totally hidden micro-casette system. Records from 30 
feet away. $399. (Ship/lnsur. $15.) 

Shotgun Microphone With amplifier and headphones. Hand held, directional. Range 
varies with conditions. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Mini-Microphone Size of a pencil eraser, 25' wire, built-in amplifier, operates for 
months on one standard battery. Fits our long play recorders. AH $99. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 
Professional Countermeasures System Complete In briefcase. Detects bugs and 
taps, hidden microphones, recorders, etc. $2,995. (Ship/lnsur. $30.) 

Lasergunsight FA-4 Only 4" long, weighs 3.5 ounces. 16 hours on one battery. 200 
yard plus range, Fits in the palm of your hand. Built-in weaver rings, mounts available 
for most weapons. $299. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) Mounts $45. ea. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 
Contact Microphone Ear-200 with built-in amplifier, recording jack provided. 
Cigarette pack size. $249. (Ship/lnsur, $10.) 

Telephone Ear Listen in by telephone! Just attach to telephone line in home or 
business, dial up and enter secret code, now you can listen to room sounds from any 
telephone in the world. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Long Term Storage Food One year supply. $U>76. (Ship/lnsur. $154.) 

Weapons Detector Garrett Super Scanner, hand held. $179. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

Narc Bag Looks like a standard waist pack, but one quick Jerk on the front and a 
hidden holster compartment is revealed. This system is fast and well concealed. For 
small revolvers and medium autos. Black nylon only. $39.95 (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 

1 Operations Recorder Voice activated, auto reverse, records for four hours on one 
casette tape. Small size. Works with auto start or mini microphone. $289. 

(Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 


«y?5S 


PHONE RECORDING 
SYSTEM 

Totally silent, MM HT I 

starts and stops |g||MN^ jNNML 
automatically, f 

our exclusive, ESBHP ^PPMP ■|| 

every time any 
telephone on 
the is used. 

Records both 

sides of the conversation. (See warning.) Long Play 
8/12 Hour Recorder $125. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 
Autostart $59.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 

SAVE-BOTH UNITS ONLY $165. (Ship/lnsur. 
$10.) Optional Alligator Adaptor Clips for 
attaching anywhere on the line. $10. (Ship/lnsur. 
$3.50) 


Executive Protection Products, Inc. — The Professionals 

1325 Imola Avenue West ■ Suite S ■ Napa ■ California ■ 94559 ■ (707)253-7(42 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD ■ 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk ■ Fax (707)253-7149 
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Hollywood’s 
John Milius 
One of a Kind 


by Dan Gagliasso 


H E has been called the “Samurai Kid,” 
Generalissimo Milius, Hollywood’s 
resident anarchist and even a self- 
proclaimed Zen fascist John Milius is the 
last of a breed of screenwriter/directors like 
John Ford and John Huston, who can live 
up to Errol Flynn’s epitaph of being a 
colorful character in a drab world. 

His interest and knowledge in all manner 
of things military is legendary in a vocation 
where no one is interested in anything 
except making money. This is the man 
whose screenwriting career was started by 
his original script of Apocalypse Now. 

He then went on to put the .44 Magnum 
in Dirty Harry’s hand and showed us Tfeddy 


Roosevelt seizing the Moroccan govern¬ 
ment at bayonet point in The Wind and the 
Lion. 

“They wouldn’t tell them to surrender. If 
you’re going to take a government, you 
take it! Ask them to surrender and while 
you’re negotiating, they might open up the 
doors and turn loose a couple of Maxims on 
you,” Milius declares. 

He then brought Conan the Barbarian to 
the silver screen and even dared to have 
Soviet Spetsnaz troops invade the United 
States in Red Dawn. His latest military 
excursion, Flight of the Intruder , heads 
back to Vietnam with the pilots of the A-6 
bombers who dare to go “Downtown” 
over Hanoi for some unauthorized payback. 

While surfing was and still is a major 
part of Milius’ 
life, it has been 
surfing with a 
military flavor. 

He used to prac¬ 
tice with his 
Kendo sword on 
the beach in 
Malibu and 
named his vari¬ 
ous longboards 
after famous 
German battle¬ 
ships, the Graf 
Spee, Bismark 
and others. 

Milius counts 
among his 
friends many 
ex-Special 
Forces people, 
including novel¬ 
ist Kent Ander¬ 
son ( Sympathy 
for the Devil), 
screenwriter 
Fred Rexor ( Ex¬ 
treme Preju¬ 
dice) and SOF’s 
own publisher 
Robert K. Brown. In fact Milius once 
quipped to Brown that the only real 
mercenaries he’d ever met would have to 
be the females in Hollywood. 

He’s much more at home shooting trap 
and skeet with a group of paralyzed 
veterans than he is hobnobbing with stars at 
a film company gala. His tongue slips in his 
cheek as he talks about the proposed 
People’s Sniping Unit that he would love to 
organize to go after anyone with obscene 
amounts of cash who have ripped off the 
little guy. Keating and Trump should 
beware. 

John Milius has never been one to hide 
his opinions. He doesn’t raise his political 
antenna to see which way the prevailing 
wind is blowing; he doesn’t care what 
Hollywood thinks is politically correct. If 
he can’t make films that interest him 
personally then he’d just as soon go off and 
write historical novels. Lucky for us he can 
still get his types of films made. Indeed a 
look at Milius’ possible films in the future 


include an 1870s’ Tfexas Ranger raid into 
Mexico, the Carlos Hathcock sniper story, 
the gunfight at OK Corral and a much 
cherished Viking saga of epic proportions. 

Rumor has it that while shooting aboard 
the aircraft carrier USS Independence a few 
tongue-in-cheek suggestions were made to 
the ship’s captain. Milius was commenting 
one night on the bridge that with Eastern 
Europe and the USSR out of the way there 
were hardly any communist countries left 
worth declaring war on. Suddenly his eyes 
lit up and he grinned as he realized that the 
People’s Republic of Santa Monica lay 
within striking distance of the carrier’s 
planes. In fact he suggested that they should 
plot and launch an attack that very night. 
Someone (SOF isn’t pointing fingers) as¬ 
certained that the 
obvious struc¬ 
ture to deem the 
capital of said 
communist 
stronghold was 
Comrade Jane 
Fonda’s personal 
domicile! 

A look at Mil¬ 
ius’ unique style 
of film-making 
never ceases to 
reveal his mili¬ 
tary and firearms 
interests. His 
original opening 
for Dirty Harry , 
that was never 
filmed, started 
out with Clint 
Eastwood’s now 
famous detective 
showing a series 
of slides of dead 
police officers to 
an academy 
class. He then 
begins their in¬ 
struction in the 
use of various weapons. First he extolls the 
virtues of the .45 automatic: “You can 
shoot a fleeing felon with it and come back 
in a half hour and know he’ll still be on the 
sidewalk waiting for you.” Then Harry 
pulls out his now famous .44 Magnum and 
after shooting the hell out of a group of 
makeshift targets informs the police re¬ 
cruits that “The .44 Magnum was devel¬ 
oped for hunting and police work; if you 
really want to go hunting get your badge.” 

Yet Milius recognizes that armed con¬ 
flict is the last resort, though one he finds 
ultimately fascinating. His films often 
reveal the balance between the incredible 
horrors of war and the necessity for a code 
of honor and conduct among those who 
must fight. Antiwar films are a contradic¬ 
tion to him. 

“It’s going to rain whether we like it or 
not, and nothing ever really changes until 
the guns come out and the drums begin to 

Continued on page 78 
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B LOOD suckers are 
all around — in 
one form or another. 

Leeches are every sol¬ 
dier’s least favorite 
thing. (As if you didn’t 
have enough to worry 
about!) Get in a heavily 
infested area, and you 
better walk around with 
a rubber on 24 hours a 
day. One of those evil 
mothers gets into the 
urethra and ... But on 
this trip we’re looking 
for the real thing: ele¬ 
ments of the commu¬ 
nist New People’s 
Army (NPA) of the 
Philippines. 

Hunched around me, 
their eyes straining to 
discern approaching 
shapes in the darkness 
are Rangers of the Phil¬ 
ippine army’s 7th Infan¬ 
try Battalion (7 IB). 

We’ve finally made it 
to our rally point in the southwestern 
portion of Negros, near the town of 
Candoni. It took a two-hour drive down the 
coast from Bacolod, the provincial capital, 
another two hours of bouncing inland and a 
further four hours on the ground to get here. 


The NPA used to own this ground; now 
it’s ours. We will sit through the night 
without a contact, as will a dozen other 
patrols. Our negative results aren’t a prod¬ 
uct of NPA cleverness. The communists are 
reeling and can’t come to town. 


My companions belong to Delta Com¬ 
pany, the quick reaction force for 7 IB, 
which as a whole is right in the middle of 
what was once a communist stronghold. 
The unit has been giving the communists a 
tough time, which is why I’m here. Predict¬ 
ably, it’s pouring buckets again. Amazing 
how bugs don’t take time off, even from the 
rain. I’m being bitten by everything, it 
seems, and itch like crazy. At least there 
aren’t any leeches. 

Let me take a moment to explain how the 
business we’re about basically works. The 
communists have armed units for the 
purpose of protecting their political organ¬ 
izing effort (they tell the people to join 
—“or else”). To bust an area, the govern¬ 
ment comes in with its own troops and 
chases away the communist troops. Then it 
sits on the area while it uncovers and 
dismantles the communist infrastructure 
(which consists of all the people who have 
secretly enlisted in the communist cause). 
Simultaneously, a government intelligence 
net is set up, and citizens are organized into 
militias to defend the area. 

Each militia detachment (about the size 
of an understrength platoon) guards its 
village and is controlled by a couple of 
regular soldiers from the battalion. Eventu¬ 
ally, when security has been re-established, 
government officials come in to supervise 
normal functions and development efforts. 
The militia continues to perform security 
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and patrol duties throughout the day and 
night Just in case the communists try to 
return in force, part of the battalion is kept 
at all times in reserve as a strike force. 
Ultimately, formal control teams from 
special forces take over handling the mili¬ 
tia, and the battalion moves on to the next 
area to be won back. It’s all very time- 
consuming and tedious — but necessary. 

The men understand this as we move 
stealthily from the rally point to our 
ambush position. We’ve been on the go 
since early evening. Come morning, an¬ 
other unit will sweep the area out front of 
us, hoping that any communist unit that has 
been operating there will move away from 
the sweep and into our trap. Whether 
they’re running or fighting, the communists 
can’t perform their mission. We’re using 
but a fraction of our manpower; the bulk 
continues the pacification chores. 

Hours before, we had jumped off under a 
sky filled with stars. Our departure was 
delayed, because we were waiting for the 
monsoon to lift, if even for a moment. The 
deluge was so thick it reduced the world to 
pitch blackness. Our route across very 
broken terrain required at least some navi¬ 
gational aids. When a break came in the 
sheets of liquid, and points of light ap¬ 
peared, we seized the opportunity and 
were off. 

Above, swirls of mist up high blocked 
out the thin sliver of moon, so the stars had 


the heavens all to themselves. An incredi¬ 
ble lightning storm went on continuously. I 
counted flashes roughly every five seconds. 
There were no streaks, only blazes which lit 
up the sky as they reflected about the 
swirling mist. Each time the lightning 
struck, the stars would reflect the blaze, like 
the twinkling of decorations on a Christmas 
tree. 

As we approached the hill upon which 
we were to set up, I could have sworn I had 
fallen into a scene from “The Ten Com¬ 
mandments.” We were Moses, and ahead 
of us loomed Mount Sinai. We toiled 
upwards, dark silhouetted figures standing 
out against the reverberating backdrop. The 
closer the crest became, the more the 
brilliant crescendo seemed to come from 
the peak itself. 

Higher we climbed, lightning flashing all 
around, rain again pelting down. The troops 
were impassive. If God had chosen to join 
us, so much the better. Virtually all were 
prepared, whatever the eventuality, wearing 
crucifixes and religious medallions for 
protection. 

A ridge, at last. In position, we hunker 
down to wait. Lookouts are posted; others 
attempt to grab a few hours of shuteye. 
Soaking wet, muddy, reclining on volcanic 
rock, there is no chance I will actually 
sleep. I pull my poncho over my body in an 
effort to ward off the mosquitoes. But this 
only causes the moisture from my wet 


clothes to be trapped inside. My private 
rainstorm breaks as I shiver. Still, the cold 
is worse when the body is exposed directly 
to the wind — and the bugs become 
unbearable. Thus I lie in my soggy cocoon, 
teeth chattering, shifting position, trying to 
think of home. 

Comes the dawn. All are up, alert We 
munch on crackers, some rice. Far off in the 
distance, we catch glimpses of other patrols 
conspicuously making their way through 
the area. We wait, but no targets come our 
way. Eventually, we pack up and move off. 

Meandering our way through mud and 
streams, continually immersed and reim¬ 
mersed, we move back to the company. I’m 
beat, so I lie down for several hours. Can’t 
sleep — too strung out — so I daydream. In 
the field, my visions are always X-rated. 

Get up and take a couple aspirin. My 
uniform, hung outside, hasn’t dried a bit. 
Even when the rain pauses (“stops” would 
be a most inaccurate word), the humidity 
keeps everything sopped. No matter. In a 
little while it will be dark, and we’ll be out 
again. So it goes, day after day. 

Grounds for Optimism 

At least the onerous duty has its rewards: 
we’re making progress. Given current 
Philippine realities, that’s quite an 
achievement. Being in Negros — or any 
other Philippine combat area — has 
become a study in contradictions. The 
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reason is simple: even as the Philippines, in 
many respects, seems to be falling apart, 
things are going relatively well in the field. 
If revolutionary theory held up, either 
“ours” or “theirs,” that’s not the way it’s 
supposed to be. But it is. 

Looking at the big picture, it’s a trying 
time in the far-flung 
archipelago. Increas¬ 
ingly fragmented, the 
country has since 
December 1989 been 
rocked by two at¬ 
tempted coups and a 
devastating earth¬ 
quake. Social inequity 
remains a depressing 
reality, and the 
government of Cor- 
azon Aquino has 
entered a version of 
political gridlock, 
seemingly incapable 
of managing even a 
disaster relief effort, much less dealing with 
the country’s assorted woes. Manila, the 
capital and nerve center of the Philippines’ 
mushrooming population of 61 million 
people, has decayed to such an extent that 
observers have begun to mention it in the 
same breath with Rangoon, Burma, another 
legendary illustration of government 
incompetence and neglect. In the streets, 
assassinations by the NPA are at a high. 

Faced with such disorder, residents of 
Manila tend to lean toward despair. Rural 
folk, more often, are angry. “Those in the 
government are not fit to rule us,” observes 
Staff Sergeant Virgilio Regalado, 53, a 
leathery 19-year veteran of the problem- 
plagued Philippine Constabulary (PC), who 
is based in Negros Occidental, the more 
populated province of Negros Island. “As 
soon as they get in power, they forget 
completely about the people and just take 
care of themselves.” 

It seems para¬ 
doxical, then, that 
in such an atmo¬ 
sphere security 
officials are exud¬ 
ing an air of con¬ 
fidence. “If we can 
maintain the demo¬ 
cratic system,” 
observes Lieutenant 
Colonel Victor 
Corpus, 45, “the 
Communist Party 
of the Philippines 
[CPP] is indeed a 
spent force.” 

A better source 

than Corpus for such an opinion would be 
difficult to find. In 1970, as a junior officer 
in an elite PC unit, he created a sensation by 
defecting to the CPP. He was instrumental 
in making the fledgling NPA a going 
concern. Six years later, disillusioned with 
the party, he returned to the fold, only to be 
imprisoned for 10 years. Released when 
Ferdinand Marcos was ousted from power 



Rangers of Philippine army’s 7th Infantry 
Battalion patrol on island of Negros. 


by popular upheaval in February 1986, and 
later reinstated in the military, he became a 
key force in radically reorienting Philippine 
counterinsurgency strategy away from a 
fruitless emphasis upon military operation. 
Instead, the weight of effort went to 
soc io-economic-political developmen t. 

Coming as it has 
within the context of a 
return to democracy, 
the revised strategy has 
thrown the communists 
for a loss. Increasingly, 
they find themselves 
unable to replace lost 
manpower or to gen¬ 
erate a viable strategic 
approach capable of 
dealing with what 
Filipinos term “dem¬ 
ocratic space.” Al¬ 
ready, in the four-plus 


years since the ouster 
of Marcos, the CPP, 
according to its own 
count, has contracted 
from 73 to 56 “fighting 
fronts” (these are the 
most significant 
tactical echelons of 
command and control 
for the CPP/NPA/NDF 
forces and combine 
political with military 
authority). In some 
areas, such as Negros, a 
Vi sayan island the size 
and population of 
Connecticut, long the 
linchpin of the 
movement, communist 
documents reveal a 
50% loss of “mass 
base.” Key CPP/NPA/ 



Normal eating procedure in the field 
— rice is prepared, dumped on banana 
leaves, something is thrown in to go with 
it and everyone just reaches in and 
enjoys. 



Unit waits in a hamlet, where pickup will occur 
for return to base. Civilians are usually friendly 
and rarely show any fear of the troops. 


NDF leaders have 
been captured with 
such regularity that 
the Politburo and 
Central Committee 
have gone deep 
underground, even 
declining to give 
their customary 
briefings to the 
foreign press. 

Realities such as 
these have officials 
cautiously opti¬ 
mistic. “We don’t 
ask ourselves wheth- 
or losing,” analyzes 
Vallejera, operations 
officer for the army’s 3rd Infantry Division, 
which has seven battalions operating on 
Negros. “We have to be careful. We have 
been victims of our illusions before. There 
is no concrete way to determine how far we 
have gone, how far we have damaged the 
CPP/NPA. It’s best to look at their [the 
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CPP’s] own assessments. And from those, 
we know we have been pretty successful.” 

He continues, “We’ll never see them 
surrender to avoid annihilation. But we 
have had that withering effect. We are 
damaging them.” 

Operationally, this is visible everywhere. 
In the southwest comer of Negros, the 
so-called CHICKS area (the acronym is 
formed by the first letters of the names of 
the main towns in the region), previously 
the CPP’s stronghold on the island, 7 IB 
and 10 militia companies now hold sway. 
The populace is free to move about, day or 
night, and the narrow dirt road joining the 
main center, Candoni, with the coast, teems 
with traffic, previously forbidden by the 
communists. 

Two questions leap out from such a 
reality. First, given the overall mess things 
are in, how can progress be happening at 
the local level? Second, given that it is 
happening, how come 
we never read about it? 
The answers to the two 
are not unrelated. 

Someone once wrote, 
“We do not see things 
the way they are: we see 
them the way we are.” 
There is an implied 
warning here that more 
observers should heed, 
particularly when it 
comes to the insurgency 
in the Philippines. 

Over the years, many 
of us have grown 
accustomed to viewing 
the profound socio¬ 
economic-political in¬ 
equities of the archi¬ 
pelago and, from these, 
extrapolating insurg¬ 
ency. Negros is a prime 
example. 

How many times 
have journalists written of the island’s 
“feudal structure” brought on by the 
“hacienda culture” of the “sugar 
plantations”? The very words conjure up 
images of slave owners with bull whips. 
When the price of sugar all but collapsed 
some years back, data on obscenely low 
wages was published in tandem with 
pictures of malnourished children as 
emaciated as any in Ethiopia. There was 
invariably a quote from Bishop Antonio 
Fortich of Bacolod denouncing the military 
and the government’s lack of concern for 
“his flock.” It was tear-jerking stuff. Given 
the misery and the injustice, wrote the 
papers, of course the CPP is growing. 

Unfortunately, reality has turned out to 
be fundamentally at variance with this 
scenario. Most disturbing, analytically, is 
the fact that the major bastion of the CPP on 
the island, throughout the insurgency, has 

After ascertaining that communist forces 
have been driven out of the area, 7IB patrol 
moves out of the hills and heads for home. 
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been CHICKS. It is disturbing, because 
CHICKS has minimal land planted in sugar 
(hence no feudal landlords); it is not 
inhabited by former sugar workers; and its 
most salient feature vis-a-vis the 
government has been a legacy of virtual 
neglect. So much for repression. 

True, the area is poor — virtually the 
entire population is below Manila’s official 
poverty line — but as Asian hinterlands go, 
it’s hardly a basket case. The CPP, in fact, 
was able to use it for a “production base” 
until recently. And this, according to 
residents, was because there simply was a 
surplus to be expropriated. It wasn’t 
because of a jump in output due to 
communist input. 

This reality leads to discovery of 
another: the principal areas of 
“exploitation” on Negros — by leftist 
definition, those planted in sugar — are not 
now and never have been the source of 
most CPP manpower. Neither are the most 
infiltrated villages to be found in these 
areas, areas to which journalists have been 
consistently steered by human rights and 
church sources. Too many reporters have 
been slow or unwilling to learn that 
individuals such as Bishop Fortich are 
neither impartial nor particularly accurate 
sources. Hence, the press is continually 
taken for a ride. 

This does not mean that poverty, 
injustice and repression have not been 
important factors in the past growth of the 
CPP. They have. But it does mean that 
there is not a necessary connection between 
them and communist presence. 



Unlike a few years ago, now most soldiers 
are in uniform, including boots, but helmets 
are never worn due to the heat and the lack 
of any imperative to do since the enemy 
makes no use of heavy weapons. 

To be sure, many individuals, despairing 
of a better life, do throw in with the 
communists. Soon, however, they find 
themselves enmeshed in an organization 
which has an agenda and prerogatives all its 
own — often divorced from the local 
grievances which led to enlistment in the 
first place. What to do? The average 
peasant cannot simply opt out of the 
movement, though there have been reports 


Patrols chase communists out of an area, 
then hold it while they uncover and dismantle 
communist infrastructure. 

in the past of individual CPP members 
being allowed, in effect, to take a 
permanent leave of absence. For the mass 
base, however, the only option is sullen 
acceptance — and a life of terror. 

A Reign of Terror 

Hence we come to the answer to our first 
question. Things are “getting better” for a 
simple reason. While the administration, 
taken as a whole, may have improved only 
marginally, its elements in direct contact 
with the people during counterinsurgency 
operations, particularly the military, have 
improved a bit more. In contrast, the 
communist forces have deteriorated 
dramatically in both their immediate 
conduct and in whatever message of hope 
they were once able to offer. 

It is significant that the linchpin of the 
government’s newly restored hold on the 
CHICKS area is the militia of the CAA: 
CAFGU (Citizen Armed Forces 
Geographical Units) active auxiliaries. 
Controlled by regulars, paid by the 
government, and subject to military rules 
and regulations, these minutemen take time 
out from their regular concerns to defend 
their villages. Virtually all are peasant 
farmers. A far cry from the cult rabble so 
favored by sensationalist stories that seek to 
attack the militia concept, CAFGU are 
natives of their area. Backed by regular 
forces such as the patrol I accompanied, 
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KIDNAPPING FOR THE CAUSE 


On 29 May 1990 CPP/NPA guerrillas 
kidnapped Japanese aid worker Fumio 
Mizuno. They followed this up by leading 
away U-S* Peace Corps volunteer Tim 
Swanson on 13 June. Anxious to get its 
citizen back unharmed, the United States, 
while not directly interfering, nevertheless 
quickly convinced Manila that Washington 
had its priorities backward, 

To many Filipinos, the excessive con¬ 
cern the Americans displayed for Swan¬ 
son’s safety was in dramatic contrast to 
their normal response when Filipino lives 
were at stake (a distressingly regular 
occurrence, with troops often being told 
that if they’re foolish enough to surrender, 
they can expect no bargains to get them 
out). The U.S, Embassy’s credibility, in 
any case, had already been seriously 
eroded as it had elevated its own mission 
security concerns to top priority, all but 
paralyzing normal business. 

A particularly resented move was the 
27 June suspension by the embassy of ail 
Peace Corps operations in the country. 
The decision apparently was reached and 
announced without consulting or fore¬ 
warning the Aquino government. 

It’s difficult to fight a war when your 
biggest concern is the safety of your own 
ass. Stated a Philippine army colonel 
bluntly at the time, “The U.S. has really 
turned cowardly. They’ve lost all sense of 
proportion.” 

Added a U.S. Embassy official suc¬ 
cinctly, “We’re losing it [our influence 
here].” 

What the Filipinos — and many Ameri¬ 
cans — could see was that Swanson and 
Mizuno were but pawns in a larger bid for 
strategic advantage. Providing the hos¬ 
tages did not meet with an unforeseen 
accident (there was never any chance 
they would be killed), the communists 
were engaged in a no-risk play. They 
sought, on the one hand, to widen the 
emerging gap between the Filipinos and 
their American allies; on the other, they 
intended to spook the numerous private 
aid organizations (mainly American and 
Japanese) whose projects have become 
essential to the ongoing development 
effort in Negros. Additionally, with luck, 
the communists felt they could embarrass 


the Philippine government mightily and 
perhaps advance a step further toward 
their longstanding goal of achieving bel¬ 
ligerency status. 

Widening the gap between the allies 
could be accomplished very simply — 
all the CPP had to do was let the U.S. 
Embassy go on auto-pilot once the kid¬ 
napping had been carried out. An appar¬ 
ent attempt to nudge the process along 
failed. Retired Catholic Bishop Antonio 
Fortich, who is either a witting or unwitting 
agent of influence, was head of the group 
negotiating for the aid workers’ release. 
He requested that the embassy open up a 
direct line of communication with the 
rebels, bypassing the Philippine govern¬ 
ment. Fortunately, the Americans had the 
good sense to reject the offer out of hand. 
Had it become reality and been exposed 
— which it would have been — the CPP 
would have scored a major propaganda 
victory by pointing to “U.S. interference” 
in Philippine affairs. 

It would have been a major victory, too, 
had the CPP been able to conduct its 
“prisoner exchange” as it desired. What it 
sought was the presence of international 
representatives to the exclusion of gov¬ 
ernment personnel. Thus it would set a 
precedent and move closer to being able 
to claim that two contending sovereign 
authorities (i.e, belligerents) existed in the 
Philippines. (The legal status of “belliger¬ 
ency” is important to the rebels for the 
rights it confers to them under interna¬ 
tional law). 

Though they were unable to effect this 
ploy, either, the communists were more 
successful in spooking aid groups, a 
number of whom announced, even before 
resolution of the affair, that they were 
pulling out of the island. Naturally, the 
whole business left Manila looking foolish. 
Only the grace under pressure of the 
Americans on the scene, sent to man the 
embassy’s reaction cell, together with the 
Filipino officers responsible for coordinat¬ 
ing the search, partially redeemed the 
situation* Yet they were unable to prevent 
the diversion of valuable human and 
material resources away from the war 
effort. 

— T.M. 


they seek to defend their homes. 

Their motivations for risking their lives 
are basic. “I don’t like the communists,” 
relates Roily Lahaylahay, 43, father of six 
and owner of four hectares upon which he 
plants rice and com.“I want freedom. The 
communists were just fooling people [when 
they promised us democracy]. They took 
our farm products; only a few were left 
behind. There were so many [people] killed 
and captured by them.” 

Of more than a dozen individuals I 
interviewed, every one, like Lahaylahay, 
could give, by name, at least five personal 
acquaintances who had been killed. A 
majority had witnessed at least some of the 
killings. 

While interviewing individuals and 
noting the names they gave, I attempted to 
cross-check identities. Otherwise, all I had 
was a list of unknown validity. Who were 
these people who were being liquidated? 
Why did their deaths have such an impact 
upon the populace? It soon became clear 
to me. 

Asked why he joined the militia, 
youthful Tachico Tabano, 19, a peasant 
who is one of 11 siblings, responded 
simply, “The communists took my father 
away, claiming he was a 
counterrevolutionary. I will avenge the 
death of my father. We were a very close 
family.” Several of his brothers have also 
joined the militia, with the others waiting in 
the wings to do so. 

At times there seems no end to such 
stories. I ask a relatively high-ranking 
former party official about the coincidence 
of last names between his and one of the 
victims he has named. Did he know him? 
Yes, he answers. I don’t push the point 
Later, a contact points out that the man was 
the party official’s brother. 

Summarizes William Labrador, 48, a 
farmer with “one week of grade one” 
education and a single child, “Under the 
communists, I could not do other work to 
support my family. I was only a robot. The 
communists told us what work we could 
do. If you’re not cooperative, they kill you. 
Also, anyone caught close to the military is 
suspected of being an agent or a 
sympathizer of the military [and killed]. 
There was no court It was completely 
arbitrary. I actually saw three people 
stabbed to death by the [CPP] district 
leader. I saw this. I pitied them. But we 
could do nothing, because we had 
no arms.” 

Now they do. Labrador’s views are 
doubly potent for he, as with many others 
now in the militia, was previously a 
member of the CPP’s clandestine 
apparatus. Now the communists’ worst 
nightmare has come to pass. The people 
have weapons and have risen up — on the 
government side. The fish have been left 
without a sea, to paraphrase Mao. In the 
Candoni area alone, there are twice as many 
militia under arms as there are regular 
troops. 

But perhaps more crucial than the 


additional forces provided by the militia is 
the intelligence net that has been put in 
place and now warns of impending 
guerrilla actions. It is this intelligence net 
which has the communists most concerned 
tactically. Already, not only the leader of 
the Southwest Party Committee, the CPP 
element responsible for the CHICKS area, 
but also the head of the Negros Region 
Island Party Committee (NRIPC) himself, 
have fallen prisoner to the government as a 
result of information provided by 
informants. These high-ranking prisoners 
have provided information which, 
combined with that contained in the 
documents they were carrying, confirms 
the difficult straits in which the CPP 
finds itself. 

In particular, the documents note the fact 


that, assisted by the people, the 
overwhelming majority of all encounters 
are being initiated by the government It is 
the guerrillas who are frequently blind as 
they seek to conduct operations. 

Too, repeated failures begin to breed 
mistrust. “Efforts to keep cells intact fail 
due to lack of trust between members,” 
laments an entry in the notebook of 
Federico Guanzon, the NIRPC leader just 
mentioned, captured last year on Cebu. 

Thus it is in numerous areas throughout 
the Philippines. Enhanced intelligence and 
militia recruitment are integral parts of 
what the government terms its “SOT” 
(Special Operations Tfeams) approach. It 
uses time-tested counterinsurgency 

Continued on page 76 
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H E crouched in the rear of the Twin 
(Jitcr, peering out its open door, 
searching the ground I..1O0 feel below torn 
drop Thick white smoke billowed up 
I'lLiiii burning trees and underbrush to 
partialEy obscure his view, but finally the 
spoiler buit-cd a small clearing and threw 
uul a streamer to test the wind. It showed 
4OG-5O0 yards of drift, and his men couldn't 
jump. Winds greater than 13-1 ft miles per 
hour are too dangerous for the junipers, 
increasing their chance of injury and the 
ever-present danger of ' L tme-hig up.” 

Banking sharply between the mountain¬ 
ous ridges on either side, the plane circled 
lor a second pass and this lime the streamer 
showed an acceptable wind. Smiling at the 



The battle is the payoff. Once on the ground, it’s hard, 
grueling work dry-mopping a fire — and quitting time is 
when you’re done. 


4** 


firsi jumper, whose fain i liar face was 
vaguely disecmible behind [he heavy metal 
grill of his protective face mask, the spotter 
gol ready to tap him on the leg as the plane 
once again neared the DZ. The first of a 
two-man stick, the jumper squatted in the 
diHJT, one heavily hooted foot already on 
the metal step outside the plane. His 
teammate stood behind him, hooked up and 
ready to follow immediately. Forest Serv¬ 
ice Smoke Jumpers always put two-man 
sticks out of a Twin Oder, and even DC-3s 
only drop three men per pass. Over the 
years, experience has taught them that 
smaller sticks work better to get everyone 
on the ground, close together, on tiny DZs 
that may be only 300 yards, from the fire. 


Precision is essential for jumps under fire 
conditions, because of unpredictable winds, 
irregular terrain, and possible direction 
changes of flame fronts tluii pose additional 
dangers to parachutists. The spelter gave a 
tap and the first stick leaped out. 

Three more passes and all eight men 
were gone. Having Checked to see that all 
were safely on the ground, the spotter 
signalled his pilot to do a low pass Ibr a 
cargo drop. Twin engines roaring, the Otter 
powered down to 3(H) feet in a sleep 
descent, while the spotter hooked up para- 
cargo boxes. Normally each box contains 
shovels, Polaskis (a combined axe and 
mattock), or if terrain is suitable hazel hoes 
and McClouds (a hoe/rake hybrid tool) for 
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trailing the fire, food for two days, first aid 
supplies, sleeping bags, and crosscut saws. 
Sometimes chainsaws are dropped, al¬ 
though their use could be restricted in 
wilderness areas. Water was ready in 
separate 5-gallon containers called “cu- 
bies.” Knowing that the jumpers relied on 
him to get their supplies on the ground, not 
hung up in trees, the spotter took particular 
care with his cargo drops. Drops com¬ 
pleted, the plane returned to base to stand 
by for subsequent missions of resupply or 
reinforcement, or to respond to other fires. 
On the ground the jumpers, now firefight¬ 
ers, started to do battle with the flames, 
smoke, heat and exhaustion. 

Dry and Hot 

Mid-May to early October is fire season 
in Region Six, home of the Forest Service’s 
Northern Cascade Smoke Jumpers, pres¬ 
ently 26 men and women based near Twisp, 
Washington. They stand ready around the 
clock, seven days a week to respond to fire 
calls in Washington and Oregon, and even 
further afield when necessary. I visited the 
base, located between the small towns of 
Twisp and Winthrop in northern Washing¬ 
ton state just east of the Cascade Moun¬ 
tains. July had been dry and hot, and four 
fires were burning on the early August 
morning I arrived. Doug Houston, the base 
manager, was off dealing with one of them, 
so I talked first with Steve Reynaud, the 
second-in-command and a 25-year veteran 
smoke jumper. 

Steve told me that the Northern Cascade 
Smoke Jumper Base was the birthplace of 
smoke jumping. In 1939 Forest Service 
firefighters and employees of the Eagle 
Parachute Company made 58 jumps to test 
the concept of putting firefighters on the 
ground by parachute. They used silk (chutes 
and jumped from a single-engine Stinson, 
and soon proved the concept. Francis 
Lufken and Glen Smith made the first fire 
jump in the Pacific Northwest on 10 August 
1940, 50 years ago. Now, of the 10 Forest 
Service Regions in the United States, 
regions 1, 4, 5 and 6 have smoke jumper 
bases, with a total of 350 to 400 firefighters 
during the summer. These regions cover the 
states of Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Utah, 
California, Oregon and Washington. 
Alaska also uses airborne firefighters, but 
they are employees of the Bureau of Land 
Management, part of the Department of the 
Interior. Forest Service smoke jumpers are 
part of the Department of Agriculture, but 
the two departments work well together 
when deployed on the same fire. All the 
smoke jumpers I talked to reported excel¬ 
lent cooperation with their Bureau of Land 
Management counterparts. 

The Northern Cascades Smoke Jumper 
Base is typical of most bases in having only 
three full-time employees while most of the 
men and women are temporary, working 
other jobs in the winter months. Students 
and school teachers comprise a significant 
number of these, working as GS 5s and 6s, 
for about $8 an hour. An extra $2 an hour is 


given for hazardous duty, but only when 
fighting a fire declared “uncontrolled.” 
Obviously the excitement, camaraderie, 
and an average of 15 “hot” jumps per 
season, not just dollars, motivate jumpers to 
return summer after summer. A part-time 
firefighter typically works six or seven 
seasons before settling down to a normal 
job, house, kids, etc. 

Their mission is a fairly specialized one, 
usually dealing with small fires of less than 
100 acres to prevent them from growing 
larger. As a quick response resource, they 
can act on reports from many sources, 
including aircraft, lookout stations, and 
telephone calls from motorists, among 
others. Once committed, they are airborne 
in less than seven minutes from the alarm. 
In really big fires, smoke jumpers don’t 
parachute, but may help out as air coordina¬ 
tors because of their familiarity with equip¬ 
ment and techniques. Otherwise they are 
kept as a reserve force for other fires. 

Can You Cut It? 

Dave Colbert, a recent college graduate 
in geology who was doing his third summer 
tour, showed me around the base. They 
receive 250 applications nationwide each 
year, he said, and choose the most suitable 
for basic training at a center in Redmond, 
Oregon. Rookie training is a strenuous 
five-week program combining lessons on 
fire fighting techniques with lots of PT. 
Previous parachuting experience is not 
required, but seven pull-ups, 25 push-ups, 
and 45 sit-ups are, to be accepted into the 
program. In addition you have to be able to 
run 1 1/2 miles in 11 minutes or under, and 
carry 110 pounds for 3 miles in 90 minutes 
on the flat. Applicants must be 18 years old 
and weigh at least 120 pounds, and not 
more than 200. Women are encouraged to 
apply, but they must come up to the same 
standards as the men. The Northern Cas¬ 
cades base has two female smoke jumpers, 
one first-year and one second-year. 

Trainees do seven to 10 training jumps to 
qualify before being assigned to a base. 
Annual refresher training is required each 
spring, including ground training and a few 
jumps. Dave showed me their training 
tower which, to my military-trained eye, 
really looked peculiar — sort of like a 
deformed power pylon. It was actually 
quite functional, however, combining many 
training functions into one erector-set mon¬ 
strosity. A cable slide, harnesses, and 
doorway for exit and flight drills was near 
the top, along with a helicopter mockiip for 
rappelling practice. The inside of the tower 
was equipped for practicing “let-downs” 
from trees, to prepare for the eventuality of 
being snagged in the top of one of the 
Northwest’s 150-foot firs, and PLF plat¬ 
forms of various heights were built into the 
base of the tower — altogether a practical 
training device. 

Quonset huts serve as barracks, showers, 
latrines, and gym, and since the mess hall 
burned down a couple of years ago, it has 
been replaced by the newest building on the 


base. A two-story building called the 
paraloft contains facilities for rigging, stor¬ 
ing, and repairing parachutes, and is where 
jump suits are kept on individual racks for 
rapid donning when an alarm sounds. An 
ops room and a warehouse make up the 
balance of about a dozen buildings on 
this base. 

Forest Service parachutists use a round, 
36-foot canopy with steering gores which 
allow a 360-degree turn in seven seconds. 
Bureau of Land Management jumpers have 
recently started using high-performance 
Quantum parafoils, which provide more 
maneuverability and lighter landings. 
These chutes, however, require a free fall 
exit from 3,000 feet, trailing a drogue for 
stability, and a manual ripcord pull after 
five seconds. Also, there are still some 
problems — usually packing — with the 
Quantum that cause occasional malfunc¬ 
tions, while the Forest Service has not had 
a malfunction since 1976 with its round 
canopies. The Service is now studying 
whether to give up on a good thing and 
retrain for Quantum chutes, or not. 

Three-quarters of the jumpers at the 
Northern Cascades base are qualified to 
pack main canopies, eight of them being 
licensed master riggers who look after the 
reserve chutes. Overhead in the tall loft are 
sewing facilities for repairing damaged 
parachutes. I asked whether they sustained 
much damage from tree jumps, and Dave 
answered that 90% of their landings were 
actually on the ground, a surprising statistic 
given the density of the region’s forests. He 
allowed, however, that the other 10% could 
be tricky. 

Ready, Set... 

When the siren goes, firefighters from all 
over the base sprint to the loft — then- 
equivalent of sliding down a pole in a 
firehouse. There they don the protective 
Kevlar suits and parachutes that wait on the 
quick-suit rack. All the smoke jumper has 
to do is step into his waiting suit and zip up, 
fasten three clips on his parachute harness, 
and hook on a reserve cute. Motorcycle- 
type helmets equipped with thick wire face 
screens to keep out passing branches, and 
heavy, cleated boots complete the jump 
uniform. A personal equipment bag at¬ 
tached to the parachute harness supple¬ 
ments enormous pockets on the suit, which 
bulge with bright yellow Nomex fire 
resistant clothing, emergency fire shelters, 
signal panels, gloves and a 150-foot let¬ 
down rope for the occasional “treeing-up.” 
Team leaders cany a ground-air radio. 
Other equipment, such as food, water, 
fire-fighting tools, sleeping bags, first aid 
supplies, and “climbers” for getting up 
trees, is dropped after the men are safely on 
the ground. 

Work really begins after reaching the 
fire. Removing their heavy jump suits, the 
firefighters break out shovels, saws, and 
axes from paracargo boxes and start clear¬ 
ing firebreaks. Once a fire trail is dug all the 
way around a fire, they start “dry- 
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mopping” it up with dirt, or with water 
from “Indian Can” backpack pumps. They 
stay on site until all flames are extinguished 
and there is no smoke from the ashes. 
Another fun part of the job, known as a 
“pack-out” comes when the fire is out. 
Stowing their parachutes and other gear 
into massive backpacks (average weight 
100 pounds), the smoke jumpers trudge 
back to the nearest road. Depending on the 
location of the fire, a 
pack-out can be as long 
20-25 miles, and of 
course ladies carry their 
own kit. About 25% of 
the time, jumpers get 
some helicopter assis¬ 
tance with the gear, and 
every now and then they 
actually get a ride out 
—but mosdy they walk. 

If a fire gets out of 
hand, additional air¬ 
borne resources in the 
form of water or sodium 
borate slurry bombers or 
“helitorch” helicopters 
can be called in. Using a 
burner suspended on a 
long cable, a “he¬ 
litorch” starts lots of 
small back-fires that 
bum toward the main 
conflagration and de¬ 
prive it of fuel, while 
various types of planes 
drop water or retardants 
onto hotspots. 

Since the Forest Serv¬ 
ice has very few planes 
or pilots of its own, 
most aerial require¬ 
ments are met by lease 
or charter. Pilots are on 
call 10 hours a day, 
most serve year after 
year, and considerable 
experience is necessary 
even to apply. Because 
the smoke and updrafts 
from fires create really 
bizarre flying condi¬ 
tions, applicants must 
have a minimum of 
1,500 flying hours, 200 
of them in mountain 
flying, multi-engine and 
IFR ratings, and be pre¬ 
pared to undergo further training before 
becoming operational. A veteran smoke 
jumper riding in an “air attack” (command 
& control) plane coordinates air efforts 
with ground requirements much the same 
as a military commander will take to the air 
to conduct his battle. 

Doug Houston, Northern Cascades base 
manager, had cleaned up his fire and was 
back on base for the second day of my visit. 
Chatting with me outside the mess hall, he 
told me that the average stay on a fire is two 
or three days, but that he once spent nearly 
three weeks on the ground on one fire, and 


five weeks as an air coordinator on another. 
He also said that during wintertime the few 
regular smoke jumpers in the Forest Serv¬ 
ice may travel all over the country to 
reinforce small groups at other bases. 

Doug demonstrated a life-saving device 
called an emergency fire shelter. Wryly 
known as “Shake ’n Bake bags,” they are 
issued to everyone on a fire line as a 
last-resort measure in case a fire turns 


nasty. Made of aluminized fiberglass mate¬ 
rial, they are designed to withstand 550 
degrees of heat. The bag is simple to use. 
First you clear a space about 8 feet long 
down to mineral soil. Then you open up the 
silvery, three-sided bag, drape it over you 
and lie down on your cleared space. 
Holding your high tech marvel down with 
gloved hands, you say a prayer, twist 
around, and get ready to kiss yourself 
goodbye. Then you just wait, feeling like a 
TV dinner in a tinfoil pouch, and hope 
fervently that the flames pass over you 
quickly. Gloves, by the way, are essential. 


One firefighter died because he didn’t have 
his gloves and couldn’t hold his bag to the 
ground around him. It lifted off and kited 
away in the firestorm. I didn’t find out how 
long a person can survive 550 degrees in 
the bag, but I’m sure even a few minutes 
would give you a glimpse of that eternal 
barbecue awaiting SOF editors. Fortu¬ 
nately, the emergency shelters are rarely 
needed — the Northern Cascades jumpers 
have never had to 
use one. 

I asked Doug, an 18- 
year veteran, about the 
worst fire he’d ever been 
in. He scratched his head 
a bit and thought and 
then said, well, there’d 
been one fire that fooled 
him. Doug had gone out 
of the plane first, and it 
had looked easy. Inno¬ 
cent little wisps of smoke 
curled gently at the bot¬ 
tom of a sage-brush and 
timber slope. Before his 
eight-man team was on 
the ground, though, great 
evil black columns of 
smoke were darkening 
the sky. Doug met the 
last jumper as he landed, 
told him to get out of his 
suit, and “RUN!” From 
the precarious sanctuary 
of an already-burned 
area, they watched as the 
fire ripped out of the 
little valley and in sec¬ 
onds greedily consumed 
all their chutes and gear, 
and then a cabin, as it 
headed for its eventual 
spread of 2,000 acres. 

Finishing my inter¬ 
views, I was just leaving 
when the loudspeaker 
alerted the base of a 
possible fire. People 
emerged from various 
buildings and ran toward 
the paraloft. Before they 
got there a “stand-by” 
was announced, and for 
eight minutes or so it 
seemed like a false 
alarm. Then the siren 
went off and the game 
was on. Eight men first on the ready list 
leapt into their waiting suits and chutes, and 
grabbed their equipment bags. Pausing to 
be inspected for fit, and to confirm 
essentials were stowed in his pockets, each 
jumper was soon standing outside the Twin 
Otter. With the pilot and co-pilot already 
strapped in and props turning, the eight men 
plus a spotter climbed into the plane. 
Paracargo boxes were already on board, so 
the plane headed off down the 4,500 foot 
runway and was airborne in well under the 

Continued on page 82 



USFS Smoke Jumper hits the silk Jumpmaster/spotter scouts for DZ 

over a smokey hell in the northern from door of Twin Otter. 

Cascade Mountains. 



‘’Damn, Jack, that one's got our Not friendly terrain for jumping under 

chow in itLbest circumstances, rugged 

mountains covered with burning 
forests are a hot DZ- 
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Three-Gun 
Match Brings 
Best to Vegas 



Photos by Duane 


Weapons used are shooter’s choice as long as they 
meet spec. 


Ti events at the SOF Three-Gun Match require 
teamwork. Slackards, duplicated effort costs 


Settings, scenarios are realistic. Only the top shooters 
survive. 


Mike Horne and staff kept it all 
flowing smoothly. 


T HE word is definitely out: Soldier of 
Fortune’s World Championship Three- 
Gun Tactical Match is the classic test of 
skill for shooters drawn to the challenge of 
realistic, survival-oriented competition. 
This year’s match was a sellout. Those not 


registered by early August had to be 
turned away. 

The success of this international event 
springs from the dedicated commitment of 
many people, but begins with the commit¬ 
ment of Robert K. Brown to establishing a 


world-class shooting event to be run in 
conjunction with the annual SOF 
Convention. 

Match sponsors provide valuable and 
numerous prizes for individual- and team- 
category (police, military, sponsor, open 
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Gold Medal Winner Bruce Platt Is congratulated by Robert K. Brown. 


Top five and match sponsors are (front, L-R): Charles Putman, 5th 
Place; Mel Hockwitt, 4th Place; Eddie Rhodes, 3rd Place; Bennie 
Cooley, 2nd Place; Bruce Piatt, 1st Place; Michael Home, Match 
Director, and (rear, L-R): Al Mar, Al Mar Knives; Cindy Wong, 
Armscorp; Tom Boyle, SIGARMS; Robert K. Brown; Paul Reed, Navy 
Arms; Jim McNally, Glock, Inc. 


Top Female Shooter Awards, Sponsored by 
Al Mar Knives, show (L-R): Ann Livingston, 
5th Place; Una Earl, 4th Place; Carmen 
Anderson, 3rd Place; Leanne Woslum, 2nd 
Place, Lorraine Wheeler, 1 st Place; Al Mar. 


Sponsor Team Award went to Al Mar Knives 
Team No. 1. Shown (L-R) are Paul 
Basaraba, Richard Bumgardner, Larry 
Duckett, Al Mar and Ron Fillinger. 


Sponsored by SOF, the Top Law 
Enforcement Awards went to (L-R): Mike 
Katseanes, 5th Place; John Appel, 4th 
Place; Eddie Rhodes, 3rd Place; Bennie 
Cooley, 2nd Place; Robert K. Brown; Bruce 
Piatt, 1st Place; Match Director Michael 
Horne. 


Tyro Awards, sponsored by Armscorp of 
America went to (L-R): Allen Bauder, 5th 
Place; Gary Britt, 4th Place; Craig Kems, 3rd 
Place; Roger Read, 2nd Place; Robert K. 
Brown; Bob Morrissey, 1st Place; Cindy 
Wong, Armscorp’s rep. 


Top Law Enforcement Team Award, 
sponsored by Springfield Armory, was DOE 
Idaho. Shown are (L-R): Allen Hall, Bennie 
Cooley, Howard Hall, Mike Katseanes, 
Match Director Michael Home. 


Top Military Awards (Active Duty), 
sponsored by Navy Arms, went to (L-R): Bill 
Gates USA, 4th Place; Tracey Leave!! 
USMC, 3rd Place; Robert K. Brown; Navy 
Arms Rep Paul Reed; Allen Bauder USN, 1st 
Place. 


Top Military Awards (Reserve), sponsored 
by Mr. Mark Carson, show (L-R): Bob 
Brossia USANG, 4th Place; David Velleux 
USANG, 5th Place; Jim Erickson USANG, 
2nd Place; Robert K. Brown; Mark Carson; 
Bob Mahler USANG, 3rd Place (not 
pictured); Wayne Walusjak USANG, 1st 
Place. 


Top Foreign Shooter Award winners, 
sponsored by MILARM, were (L-R): Edward 
Defontcuberta, 5th Place; Ken Boymook, 4th 
Place; Duncan Murray, 3rd Place; Richard 
Richter, 2nd Place; Robert K. Brown; Larry 
Besplug, 1st Place; Michael Home, Match 
Director. 


TEAM STAGE WINNERS 
SPONSOR TEAMS CATEGORY 

NAVY ARMS: Hockwitt, M.; Piatt, 
B.; Pollack, S.; Reed, P. 

OPEN TEAMS CATEGORY 

COLORADO RUDE DOGGS: 
Cox, B.; Putman, C.; Rhodes, E.; 
Ryckman, B. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT TEAMS 

DOE IDAHO: Cooley, B.; Hall, A.; 
Hall, H.; Katseanes, M. 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
1990 THREE-GUN MATCH 


PLACE 

NAME 

FINAL 

CATEGORY 

PUCE 

NAME 

FINAL 

CATEGORY 

1 

BRUCE PIATT 

554.74 

P 

106 

CORY BIZZELL 

338.57 

T 

2 

BENNIE COOLEY 

543.33 

P 

107 

DAVID REDDING 

337.09 

P 

3 

EDDIE RHODES 

542.88 

P 

108 

MICHAEL JOYCE 

335.06 

T 

4 

MEL HOCKWITT 

523.26 


109 

DAN SMITH 

334.95 


5 

CHARLES PUTMAN 

509.07 


110 

GARY HILL 

334.45 

T 

6 

BOB RYCKMAN 

507.49 


111 

JAMES JOYCE 

333.98 

P 

7 

DAVID WATSON 

495.91 


112 

RICHARD THOMA 

333.22 

T 

8 

JAMES SMITH 

495.72 


113 

T.J. JOHNSTON 

332.08 

T 

9 

JOHN APPEL 

494.11 

P 

114 

GARY FADDEN 

327.34 


10 

RONALD FILLINGER 

487.16 


115 

JAMES BOWER 

327.85 

TP 

11 

MIKE KATSEANES 

483.34 

P 

116 

JOSEPH TAFLINGER 

327.80 


12 

CHRIS HAMMER 

477.07 


117 

EDGAR SUTER 

326.19 

T 

13 

DANIEL FURBEE 

476.56 

P 

118 

DAVID MILLER 

324.74 

T 

14 

BART COX 

475.54 


119 

CARMEN ANDERSON 

324.41 

W 

15 

JIM RANDOLPH 

473.75 


120 

DARYL HOFFMAN 

324.26 

P 

16 

ROBERT MORRISSEY 

472.88 

TP 

121 

UNA EARL 

322.30 

W 

17 

angus McCartney 

471.49 


122 

DAVID POWELL 

322.15 

T 

18 

LARRY BULLOCK 

461.64 

P 

123 

KEN COHEN 

319.90 

TP 

19 

JOHN COOK 

461.29 


124 

DAVID RAMSAY 

318.72 


20 

SAMUEL VAUGHAN 

458.49 


125 

SCOTT DUNN 

315.73 


21 

DAVE LAUCK 

456.37 

P 

126 

DAVID VELLEUX 

315.22 

TR 

22 

ANDY STANFORD 

455.57 


127 

RICHARD SUMRELL 

314.20 

TR 

23 

TORE ASKELAND 

446.70 


128 

JOHN SCHWARTZ 

312.95 


24 

ROGER READ 

442.93 

T 

129 

WAYNE DOEDEN 

312.13 

P 

25 

ALLEN HALL 

442.64 

P 

130 

ROBERT HEFFINGTON 

311.95 


26 

DAVID WHEELER 

441.50 

P 

131 

ANN LIVINGSTON 

310.88 

W 

27 

JOECHMIEL 

441 04 


132 

CHARLES DOMPA 

310,44 


28 

WILLIAM STRUKE 

439.35 

P 

133 

DAVID JONES 

307.59 

T 

29 

WILEY GREENWOOD 

43£.76 


134 

DALE LAND 

303.61 

T 

30 

ERNEST HANSON 

437.32 

P 

135 

GLEN HAGLER 

302.87 

P 

31 

PATRICK SLATER 

436.13 


136 

SCOTT DHALLIWAL 

302.73 


32 

WAYNE JENKINS 

431.21 

P 

137 

GREG PARROTT 

302.09 

TP 

33 

KEN HACKATHORN 

430.46 

P 

138 

R. KIRBY REED 

301.47 

TP 

34 

RICH BUMGARDNER 

430.06 


139 

KEN BOYMOOK 

301.32 

TF 

35 

BOB SALTER 

425.00 


140 

WILLIAM HOLLEMAN 

299.63 

T 

36 

ED WOSLUM 

423.58 


141 

EUGENE ALLEN 

298.50 

P 

37 

CRAIG KERNS 

423.34 

T 

142 

STEVEN FORD 

296.59 

T 

38 

LARRY DUCKETT 

423.30 


143 

RON BR4WLEY 

295.79 

T 

39 

RICK SIMPSON 

422.65 


144 

RON PROUDLOCK 

293.32 

P 

40 

SCOTT ANDERSON 

422.28 

P 

145 

TERRY BRIDWELL 

292.43 


41 

JOSEPH D, HART 

421.97 


146 

DAVID MAZUREK 

291,33 

TP 

42 

GARY BRITT 

421.96 

T 

147 

PAUL PETERS 

290.60 

TP 

43 

ALLEN HECKART 

421.24 

P 

148 

ROBERT O'NEAL 

289.10 


44 

R. KEITH MILLER 

420.53 


149 

RONALD GROSHELLE 

287,60 

TP 

45 

PAUL BASARABA 

419.88 


150 

DAVE STARNES 

287.22 

T 

46 

PAUL REED 

415.74 


151 

EDWARD DUTKIWICZ 

283.39 


47 

LARY MORTON 

412.82 


152 

HERB COWAN 

283.34 

T 

48 

ALLEN BAUDER 

411.54 

TPM 

153 

TRACEY LEAVELL 

282,50 

TM 

49 

WAYNE WALUSIAK 

409.93 

TR 

154 

KATIE BUSH 

282.47 

TW 

50 

LARRY BESPLUG 

408.71 

F 

155 

GREGORY NEDURIAN 

279.99 


51 

TONY KANALEY 

408.47 


156 

GREGORY DUST 

278.22 

P 

52 

ROBERT BUCKWALTER 

403.82 

P 

157 

BRUCE KELSEY 

277.11 


53 

WAYNE NOVAK 

402.32 


158 

CHARLES SEAMAN 

275.45 

T 

54 

EDWARD FINN 

400.05 

P 

159 

MARK SORENSEN 

272.63 

T 

55 

MARKMUSSER 

398.46 

T 

160 

THOMAS STAYONOFF 

272.28 

T 

56 

JOHN MARKWELL 

398.34 

P 

161 

DAVID KECK 

271.59 

P 

57 

BILL PARMELEE 

396.69 

P 

162 

SHIELA KOENIG 

270.84 

TWR 

58 

HOWARD HALL 

395.33 

TP 

163 

RUSSELL BRISTOL 

270.48 

TP 

59 

DAVID WEST 

395.29 

T 

164 

THOMAS SHATTOCK 

267.26 

P 

60 

JACK FURR 

394.31 

P 

165 

ALLEN CONSEAR 

266.56 


61 

JEFF NICKLER 

393.73 

P 

166 

STEVEN ECONOMOU 

265.70 


62 

BRIEN JONES 

390.03 


167 

W.A. MOWERY 

261.82 

P 

63 

L. ROSCOE LIVINGSTON 

386.22 


168 

STEVEN GOLDA 

261.65 

TPR 

64 

PAUL RICHTER 

385.28 


169 

LARRY MCALLISTER 

261.40 

TPR 

65 

THOMAS PERRITT 

383.50 

P 

170 

BEVERLY VAUGHAN 

257.05 

W 

66 

STEVEN POLLACK 

383.12 


171 

HADDON STEIN 

254.46 

TP 

67 

DAVID BRIDGMAN 

380.23 

TP 

172 

TOM DEAN 

254.03 

TP 

68 

RICHARD HADDAD 

379.40 

T 

173 

TED CAZEL 

252.74 


69 

JIM ERICKSON 

379.23 

R 

174 

JOHN CARVER 

251.12 

T 

70 

RICHARD RICHTER 

379.19 

F 

175 

MICHAEL GROGAN 

251.04 

T 

71 

ROBERT MOUNT 

379.13 


176 

RICHARD GWOZDEK 

249.05 

PR 

72 

ROBERT BEKEN 

378.11 


177 

EDWARD A. DEFONTCUBERTA 

244.99 

TF 

73 

SEAN DEXTER 

377.56 

P 

178 

ROBERT E. SMITH 

241.95 


74 

DAVID BONNELL 

377.34 

TP 

179 

DAVID SODEN 

235,24 

T 

74 

BOB MAHLER 

377.34 

TPR 

180 

FRED HERSEY 

234,96 


76 

ROBERT THORBURN 

373.24 


181 

GENE EMERY 

229.32 

T 

77 

JAMES JONES 

373.07 


182 

RICK DUNSING 

228.41 

TP- 

78 

WILLIAM BURRIS 

370.78 

P 

183 

AL MAR 

226.65 


79 

STEPHEN LEW 

368,41 


104 

JOHN CAMPBELL 

226.45 


80 

JAMES ANGLEMIER 

367.82 

TP 

185 

MICHAEL O’REILLY 

225.76 

TM 

81 

RICHARD THOMAS 

367.28 

P 

186 

ROBIN DONAHOU 

223.58 

TP 

82 

SCOTT SANDERVILLE 

364.52 

P 

1fi7 

MIKE CANDIANIDES 

222.52 

T 

83 

DENNIS BOBBY 

362.82 

TP 

188 

CHARLIE BIRDWHISTLE 

221.98 

TP 

84 

MICHAEL O’NEILL 

361.86 

T 

189 

VARDEN BRENDSEL 

216.60 

T 

85 

WALTER VOTTA 

361.04 

TP 

190 

TIM HOLT 

214.55 

T 

86 

DAVE GENTZVEIN 

360.64 


191 

BILL SHILL1G 

210.48 


87 

DAN RUFF 

357.91 

T 

192 

WILLIAM GATES 

210.14 

TM 

88 

JAMES BURKE 

357.06 

TP 

193 

LARRY FORRESTER 

208.32 


89 

TOM LASHBROOK 

356.15 

P 

194 

DAVID JACQUES 

208.42 

T 

90 

KELLY JONES 

354.81 


195 

HUGH BETTS 

204.67 


91 

THORPE NOLAN 

352.94 


196 

JOE ANDREWS 

197,91 

P 

92 

DUNCAN MURRAY 

352.04 

F 

197 

JIM BROK4W 

185.50 

P 

93 

HANS KNOEPFLE 

349.40 

T 

198 

BEVERLY ANDREWS 

164.37 

T 

94 

WALTER SHANKEL 

345.82 

TP 

199 

CATHY TOLLEY 

179.64 

TW 

95 

LORRAINE WHEELER 

345.65 

PW 

200 

JAMES GROSECLOS 

177.29 


96 

KENT SPENCER 

344.88 

TP 

201 

CARLOS PINHO 

175.07 

TP 

97 

PERRY TURNER 

344.76 


202 

EDWARD COLEMAN 

174.26 

TP 

98 

SCOTT MILLER 

343.57 

T 

203 

GARY SELF 

162.72 

TP 

99 

ALEC JASON 

342.20 


204 

BARRY TAYLOR 

150.44 

T 

100 

RICHARD KNUDSEN 

341.59 

P 

205 

RICHARD DAY 

143.10 

T 

101 

DARREL CARTER 

340.84 

T 

206 

john mcgovern 

120.57 

T 

102 

ROBERT BROSSIA 

340.13 

R 

207 

ALBERT SEIP 

103.86 


103 

BRETT PAP WORTH 

339.80 

P 

208 

HENRY LINES 

101.34 

T 

104 

LEANNE WOSLUM 

339.71 

W 

209 

ROBERT SANDGREN 

93.33 

T 

105 

JOHN SOLHEIM 

338.92 

P 






CATEGORIES: T=TYRO; P=POLICE; W=WOMEN; F=FOREIGN; M=MILITARY; R=MILITARY RESERVE; S=SENIOR 2 
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class) shooters. 

Much of the credit belongs to the 
shooters themselves, most using their lim¬ 
ited vacation time and personal resources, 
in order to come together in the desert and 
compete. The terrain and climate are* harsh, 
the shooting stages purposefully 
challenging, and the level of sportsmanship 
and camaraderie would be remarkable for 
any competitive event 

The match staff and the Desert Sports¬ 
man’s Club, which provides the facilities, 
received special assistance this year from 
the Carpenters Joint Apprenticeship Train¬ 
ing Center of Las Vegas, Local 1780, 
which provided target structures, as well as 
Sunrise Towing of Las Vegas, which 
provided vehicles for use in the stages. 

Special recognition is due the dedicated 
staff of the Match Director, Michael Home. 
Without their commitment to quality — 
and just plain hard work — this match 
would not be the premier event that it is. 
They make this effort so they may be a part 
of something that is the best of its kind, and 
they succeed. Individually, they do not seek 
recognition, yet the knowledgeable ob¬ 
server passing through their ranks will see 
faces that may be remembered from such 
places as Vietnam, Rhodesia, Gunsite and 
various law enforcement organizations. 
Their knowledge and experience create the 
special character of each shooting stage. 
There were six stages this year, with two 
additional “team stages” required for each 
shooting team. 

Stage 1, “Sniper,” was a response to 
numerous requests in the past for a shooting 
problem approximating the work of a 
sniper, or “countersniper” as we call it in 
the sanitized parlance of police work. The 
purist was perhaps disappointed in that the 
prohibition against scoped rifles was main¬ 
tained for this event, but, as was pointed out 
by Michael Home, the logistical and eco¬ 
nomic burden of requiring another rifle for 
each contestant was considered imprac¬ 
tical. Most shooters seemed to agree. 

The shooter’s problem consisted of 20 
steel knock-down plates, each of 10-inch 
diameter, beginning at 100 yards and 
arrayed at 20-yard intervals out to approxi¬ 
mately 400 yards. The shooter would start 
from a free-style standing position and, at 
the signal, would assume a prone position, 
firing through one of two adjacent shooting 
ports built into a bunker position. The 
targets had to be engaged sequentially from 
front to rear, and two consecutive misses 
required the shooter to change his position 
to the alternate shooting port. The shooter 
had 20 rounds of ammunition, and 150 
seconds at his disposal in which to com¬ 
plete the exercise. 

The most difficult aspect of this stage 
was that once a shooter entered the bunker, 
his ability to judge the desert wind was 
severely handicapped. The target plates 
were centered in wood boxes, which effec¬ 
tively eliminated any dust signature from 
the bullet strike. In addition, much to our 
chagrin, the wind direction was highly 


erratic. 

Stage 2, “Rifle Exercises,” was a pure 
test of the shooter’s ability to make 
multiple hits on two or more targets under 
very demanding time restrictions. There 
were four strings of fire within this stage, 
requiring rapid assumption of firing posi¬ 
tions (time limits varied from 28 seconds 
down to five seconds) while engaging both 
near and far targets, from 5 to 300 yards. 
There were no surprises here, other than the 
number of contestants who found them¬ 
selves penalized for “overtime” shots. The 
key to success was the ability to shoot well 
and fast. 

Stage 3, “Pistol Mini-Assault,” con¬ 
sisted of five stations from which the 
shooter engaged multiple targets as he 
moved into, through, and out the back door 
of a small building. From each station, the 
shooter was required to put two rounds into 
each of two cardboard targets, as well as 
knocking down a metal target. 

A precariously balanced metal no-shoot 
“hostage” in front of the cardboard targets 
ruined many a shooter’s day. From the 
second firing station, the right side of a 
doorway, the shooters (who were obliged to 
maintain cover) were so off balance that 
many stumbled while shooting. The ability 
to pass my pistol over to my left hand and 
fire with reasonable accuracy saved me 
(and the hostage) some grief in this stage. 

Stage 4, “Pistol Exercises,” involved 
fpur strings of fire, each of which engaged 
two cardboard targets. 

String 1 was performed 50 yards from 
the targets. The shooter began prone behind 
a short stack of tires, and was required to 
maintain cover throughout the exercise. At 
the start signal, the shooter loaded his 
empty pistol, and fired two rounds at each 
target from one side of the tires, and then 
one more round at each target from the 
opposite side of the tires. The time limit 
was 20 seconds. 

String 2 fired from 25 yards. The shooter 
stood behind a simulated vehicle, and at the 
start signal, fired two rounds at each target 
from over the hood, followed by one round 
at each target from under the vehicle. The 
time limit was 12 seconds. 

String 3 was fired from 15 yards. The 
shooter began standing with pistol hol- 
stered. At the signal, he would draw and 
fire two rounds at each target, reload, and 
fire two more rounds at each target. The 
time limit was nine seconds. 

String 4 was fired from 7 yards. At the 
signal, the shooter fired two rounds at each 
target, and then transferred the pistol to his 
“weak” hand and fired one round at each 
target with that hand only. The time limit 
was six seconds. 

Stage 5, “Hallway,” was a combination 
rifle/shotgun event with 15 knockdown 
targets and a stop plate. The shooter began 
by entering a hallway with his shotgun. As 
he moved through, various targets pre¬ 
sented themselves through small apertures. 
Emerging from the end of the hallway, the 
shooter recovered his (slingless) rifle from 


the ground. He then carried the rifle with 
him, engaging multiple targets with his 
shotgun, as he proceeded up a steep ravine 
toward the final firing position. Once there, 
after all the knockdown targets were elimi¬ 
nated, the shooter loaded his rifle, and 
engaged a single stop plate located *100 
yards away from, and considerably above 
the shooter. The maximum allowable time 
was 180 seconds. 

Stage 6, “Detroit Trio,” possibly this 
year’s most difficult stage, was a rifle/ 
shotgun/pistol combination stage, in¬ 
volving a total of 25 targets. The shooter 
began from a position of cover, behind a 
vehicle, with his shotgun. At the start 
signal, the shooter engaged various knock¬ 
down targets from the rear and front-door 
areas of the vehicle. The targets were 
liberally interspersed with “no-shoot hos¬ 
tage” targets, all inconveniently located, 
particularly for shotgun work. 

When the last of eight available shotgun 
rounds was fired, the shooter secured his 
shotgun in the first vehicle, engaged any 
remaining hostile targets with his pistol, 
and moved out to two more vehicles in turn, 
each with its own assortment of hostile and 
“no-shoot” targets. There were enough 
targets and decision-making requirements 
so that a shooter could become confused, 
and many did. 

Proceeding beyond the final vehicle, the 
shooter engaged several more targets along 
the way before reaching his rifle, which 
was positioned next to a “wounded good 
guy.” Retrieving his rifle, the shooter then 
engaged six more knockdown targets and a 
stop plate located approximately 200 yards 
out. The maximum time allowed was 180 
seconds. 

Stage 7 was a “team stage” and was 
only for those entered in a team category. 
Two team shooters would fire the stage 
simultaneously. Starting each with one foot 
in a marked square, the shooters would face 
a wall approximately 20-feet wide with five 
firing ports interspersed along its face. On 
the other side of the wall were interspersed 
18 targets, and a stop plate. One team 
shooter would be equipped with a shotgun 
and pistol, the other with his pistol only. 

At the start signal, the two shooters 
would engage the six targets available from 
the shooter’s square. When those were 
eliminated, the shooters would fan out from 
each other and move to two new squares, 
each somewhat closer to the wall. From 
there, each shooter would engage three 
more available targets, and then move out 
to the final square, located at each extreme 
end of the wall. 

This last square required kneeling shots, 
fired from beneath cover, at three more 
available targets per shooter. With all 
available targets down, both shooters con¬ 
centrated on shooting the stop plate. The 
rub was that you could not see your 
partner’s targets, and any targets left up at 
the time that the stop plate was knocked 

Continued on page 82 
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DATELINE: SOUTH OF THE SAUDI/KUWAIT BORDER 


COBRAS OVER KUWAIT 

Marine Attack Helicopters Poised 
to Dust Saddam’s Armor 



3PERA TION Veteran SOF corre- 
S p 0nc f en ( r oss simp - 
son is with the troops 
in Saudi Arabia , and 
files this three-part re¬ 
port on those who wait 
for the balloon to go 
up: USMC chopper 
jocks, Kuwait's air 
force-in-exile, and 
American hospital 
ships sailing off the coast. 

I F fighting breaks out in the Persian Gulf, 
as most American fighting men expect it 
will, SuperCobra gunship pilots like Ma¬ 
rine Captain Ken Loy of Carson City, 
Nevada, will have a ringside seat. 

Loy, a member of HMLA-367, the 
infamous Scarface Squadron, the first Ma¬ 
rine aviation unit to get its hands on the 
Cobra during the Vietnam War, likes being 
out front going "eyeball to eyeball with the 
bad guys.” 

Anticipating close air-support missions 
for Marines strung out along a defensive 
line south of the Saudi-Kuwait border, Loy 
chuckled, "There’s not a better seat on the 
battlefield than the one I’m sitting in.” 

Scarface is one of three SuperCobra 
gunship squadrons stationed at an air base 
in eastern Saudi Arabia that is principal 
home to Marine Air Group 16. Lined up 
alongside the SuperCobras are CH-53 Sea 
Stallions, CH-46s, Hueys and some British 
Puma helicopters. A handful of French- 
built Aerospatiale Gazelles with Kuwaiti 
markings are to be seen at the far end of 

Not yet in desert camo, early-arriving Marine 
patrols near Saudi border with Kuwait, Photo 
Loy, USMC 




Nest of Cobras at Saudi airfield in Eastern Province, where 
two squadrons share space with Hueys, Sea Stallions, British 
Pumas, and Free Kuwaiti Gazelles. Photo: Ross Simpson 


the tarmac. 

Together with the Gunrunners (HMLA- 
269) and the Gunfighters (HMLA-369), 
Scarface will be tasked with destroying 
thousands of tanks and armored vehicles 
Saddam Hussein has dug-in up to their 
turrets in southern Kuwait, Marine Capt. 
Carl Frost of Richfield, Connecticut, says 
Scarface is more than up to that task. 

Pop Up ... Fire and Forget 

"The Cobra is a mobile SAM platform 
that hugs the terrain and hides behind sand 
dunes — popping up just long enough to 
launch a Hellfire or TOW missile at an 
Iraqi tank, and then disappearing,” noted 
Frost as he and his rear-seater climbed into 
their camouflaged SuperCobra (AH1W). 

"That’s why we call Hellfires the fire- 
and-forget missile,” added Frost as he 
strapped into the front seat 
and prepared for liftoff. 

Hellfire is a third- 
generation airborne antiarmor 
weapon that homes in on a 
laser spot that can be 
projected from ground 
observers, other aircraft or the 
Cobra itself. 

The TOW (Tube-launc hed, 
Optically tracked, Wire- 
guided) missile is the most 
powerful antitank weapon 
used by infantry. It weighs 
some 38 pounds less than the 
99-pound Hellfire missile. 
When a TOW is fired, a 


SuperCobra 
Capt. Ken 


sensor in the launcher tracks a 
beacon in the tail of the 
missile. Frost and other ffont- 
seaters in Whiskey model 
SuperCobras (the type 
Scarface flies) need only keep 
their crosshairs on the target. 
A computer in the launcher 
corrects any deviation of the 
missile from the crosshair aim 
point and sends corrections to 
the missile via two extremely 
thin wires that deploy in flight. 
But don’t think that the 
SuperCobra is only a tank 
killer. 

Captain Frost pointed out 
that "we can also defend 
against enemy fixed-wing aircraft.” With 
AIM-9 Sidewinder missiles, the 
SuperCobra can shoot down an Iraqi MiG 
fighter should he choose to come down on 
the deck and dance. 

"The choice is up to him whether he 
wants to press the fight, or butt out,” 
chuckled Frost. But if any Iraqi pilot feels 
the urge to get up close and personal with 
Scarface, he’s going to get snake bitten. 

The SuperCobra is a high-performance 
attack helicopter. Like the AH-64A 
Apache, the Army’s primary attack 
helicopter, the SuperCobra is highly 
maneuverable on the battlefield and 
capable of flying at 150 knots, or sneaking 
up on enemy armor at less than 40 knots. 

USMC Sticks With The Snake 

Although the Apache is more heavily 
armed with its 30mm chain gun in a chin 
turret instead of the SuperCobra’s 20mm 
cannon, and is all-weather rated, the Marine 
Corps is apparently going to "stick with the 
snake,” stated USMC SuperCobra pilot 
Capt. Randy Hammond of Temecula, 
California, whose father is a retired Marine 
Corps fighter pilot. 

The Apache was designed as an antitank 
aircraft, whereas Cobras can perform a 
variety of missions, including escort duty 
from ship to shore. But it’s not the 
Hellfires, TOWs, 20mm cannon, AIM-9 
Sidewinder missiles, or an assortment of 
2.75- and 5-inch Zuni rockets that make the 
SuperCobra the "baddest boy on the 
block.” It’s the night vision goggles 
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ABOVE: Business end of Marine 
SuperCobra sports three-barreled 20mm 
cannon, but craft is primarily a mobile missile 
launcher, carrying Hellfire, TOW and AIM-9 
Sidewinder missiles for whatever it meets on 
land or in air. Photo: Ross Simpson 

ABOVE LEFT: Hot, dusty, featureless 
environs of Saudi Arabia require chopper 
jocks to keep off the deck as much as 
possible to help save equipment for the main 
event. Photo: Ross Simpson 

LEFT: “Here’s looking at you, Saddam,” 
grins Captain Randy Hammond through 
third-generation night vision goggles. Photo: 
Capt. Ken Loy, USMC 


(NVGs) the pilots wear. 

The Marine Corps began issuing night 
vision goggles (AN/AVS6) to its air squad¬ 
rons in 1982, because on today’s sophisti¬ 
cated battlefield, night vision goggles are 
critical to operations after dark. 

“With the plethora of hand-held systems 
used by Iraq, night seems to be the only 
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Lime we want to fly/’ stressed Capt. Keith 
Sweeney, a weapons and tactics officer 
with MAG-16. 

“The Iraqis have limited night-fighting 
capability at best/ confirmed Capt, Ham¬ 
mond. 

War Will Begin After Sundown 

Conventional wisdom among military 
observers in the Middle East is that war 
with Iraq, if it comes, will begin after 
sundown. 

The United States began its highly 
successful invasion of Panama in the 
middle of the night on 19 December 1989, 
and given the distinct advantage over Iraqi 
forces in night-fighting capability, bets are 
that the balloon will go up after dark in 
Kuwait. 

The U.S.-led multinational force in 
Saudi Arabia plans to exploit that weakness 
to the maximum. That’s why Hammond 
and other Scarfaces spend 25 hours a month 
in the saddle at night. 

“I’ve flown so many night missions the 
past couple of years,” Hammond said, 
“that switching from day to night ops is 
like switching on the lights in my living 
room back home.” 

The new night vision goggles that were 
handed out recently to helicopter crews in 
the Persian Gulf have improved visual 
acuity, or sharpness, and are less 
susceptible to failure. 

Depth of field, a major complaint among 
pilots, especially “runnin’ and gunnin’ ” 
Cobra crews, is limited because of 
technology. Pilots are still peering through 
a monochromatic television system. 
Peripheral vision, however, has been 
improved by cutting the frame that 
connects the night vision goggles to the 
pilot’s helmet. 

Before Hammond headed for the flight 
line, he took me into the head and handed 
me his helmet. In total darkness, I could 
read his leather nametag at 10 feet as 
clearly as if someone had turned on the 
lights. 

Light is magnified through 1.5 million 
microscopic glass tubes inside the goggles 
and can transform the murky black desert 
terrain into an almost daytime beachlike 
glow. Tiny points of light on the horizon 
become large spotlights through the 
goggles. The image is a bit grainy and 
greenish, but provides a distinct advantage 
for the high-tech warrior of today. 

Don’t let anyone kid you, though. NVGs 
can be harmful to your health if you’re not 
careful. When you’re operating with night 
vision goggles, you have to slow down and 
give yourself a little more room between 
the aircraft and the ground. 

Biggest Problem is Dust 

In the desert, the biggest problem is dust. 
It’s so bad you can’t see a helicopter land at 
a distance. It disappears in a cloud of dust. 
Just imagine how spooky it can be from 
inside the cockpit. 

Marine Brigadier General Granville 


Amos, assistant commander of the Marine 
Air Wing, told SOF that early in October 
MAG-16 adopted an “absolute minimum” 
200-foot altitude requirement for Marine 
helicopters using night vision goggles in 
the Persian Gulf Theater of Operations. 
Without NVGs, the minimum altitude is 
500 feet. 

Amos said the principal reason for the 
restriction was to “get up out of the dust” 
at low altitudes, which causes erosion of 
helicopter blades and engines, adding that 
safety was “also a factor.” 

Amos noted that Marine helicopters are 
flying fewer missions now than earlier in 
their deployment. Asked why, Amos 
declared, “We don’t want to bum up 
everything and not be ready on game day.” 


Flying in the 
desert is different 
from any other 
kind of flying. 


Flying in the desert is different from any 
other kind of flying. The featureless terrain 
gives pilots fewer reference points than 
other terrain. But there are some 
advantages. While tall grass reflects 18% of 
the light that strikes it, sand reflects about 
40%, making the image through the NVG 
lens brighter and sharper. 

However, the field of view through night 
vision goggles is limited to about 40% of 
the eye’s natural field of vision, requiring 
pilots to keep their heads in constant 
motion. 

The goggles also distort vision, making 
distant objects look much larger and the 
ground much nearer than they actually are, 
a potentially dangerous situation for 
landings. 

Another nuisance is that a bright light on 
the horizon, such as a gas or oil fire, or even 
bright landing lights at a desert airfield can 
temporarily “wipe out” a pilot’s night 
vision, leaving him unable to see anything 
through his goggles. 

USMC - No Crashes with NVGs 

Overall, however, pilots such as Randy 
Hammond discount concerns over the 
safety of goggles and say they feel far safer 
using them at night than flying without 
them, and it is worthy of note that the 
Marine Corps has had none of the land- 
based helicopter crashes with pilots using 
night vision goggles experienced by the 
Army. 

“NVGs have gotten a lot of bad press in 
the past due to a number of fatal accidents 
involving pilots wearing night vision 
goggles,” agreed Hammond as he adjusted 
his helmet and stared at me through the 
evil-looking hi-tech eyes. They were a 


cross between Darth \hder and RoboCop 
as the glass lens in the NVGs caught a shard 
of sunshine that turned the lens an icy blue. 
The sinister sight sent a shiver up my spine. 
You can imagine how an Iraqi tanker will 
feel when a Cobra suddenly rises from 
behind a hummock in front of him. 

In addition to slowing down and flying 
higher, helicopter units are also returning to 
the buddy system. In the United States, 
Cobra crewmen, both of whom are pilots 
and have controls in their tandem cockpit, 
rarely fly together. There’s a lot of “seat 
swapping” in the States, but in Saudi 
Arabia the Marine Corps has adopted a 
“combat crew concept” where front - 
seaters and rear-seaters fly exclusively 
together. This enables them to develop 
more coordination. In a sense, they become 
like Siamese twins. 

The “guy in the back” flies the ship and 
flips all of the switches for the weapons 
system while the “guy in the front” 
navigates and fires a mix of four Hellfire 
and four TOW missiles that hang from 
racks on both sides of the bird. The reason 
is simple for this so-called “division of 
labor” when you look at the front seat. The 
guy up front has a field of view that extends 
110 degrees on either side of the reference 
line of the aircraft. 

A chin-mounted, triple-barrelled 20mm 
cannon is point-and-shoot technology. A 
little rail on top of the pilot’s helmet slaves 
the gun to port and starboard as the man up 
front turns his head side to side looking for 
targets of opportunity on the gTound or in 
the air. 

SuperCobras Survive 

SuperCobras that are flying in Saudi 
Arabia have a more powerful engine pack 
than previous models, which allows the 
“Whiskeys” to pack more punch. That’s 
what sold the Marine Corps commandants, 
past and present, on the souped-up Cobra. 
They felt Judgement Day was coming in 
the Middle East and they wanted a 
helicopter gunship that could not only dish 
out more than it would receive, but also 
survive a hostile environment where 
searing heat and blowing sand can do as 
much damage as enemy ground fire. 

Marine Corporal Eugene Eddy, an 
aviation technician from Orr, Minnesota, 
judged that the SuperCobra weapons 
systems have tolerated the desert heat 
pretty well, but some black boxes have 
overheated, “screwing up the avionics.” 

SuperCobras are not heavily armored. 
The only protection pilots have is the 
armored seat they sit in, and chicken plates 
(chest protectors) they wear. Their 
survivability depends on their maneu¬ 
verability. Captain Loy hopes to use the 
desert terrain to his advantage in the event 
of hostilities. 

“We’ll stay down low as long as we 
can,” grinned the young pilot, “...before 
we pop up and shoot.” 

So *.. Saddam, here’s looking at you. 

— Ross Simpson ^ 
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DATELINE: DHAHRAN 


KUWAIT’S 
TOP GUNS 

Air Force-in-Exile Waiting to Strike Back 


operation /Compared to the 

Americans with 
their F-15s, the British 
with their Tornadoes 
and the Royal Saudi air 
force with a mix of 
both, the Kuwaiti air 
force, with its aging 
fleet of 24 A-4 Sky- 
hawks and 36 fighters 
(before the invasion), looks like a flea on an 
elephant’s behind. But according to an 
American and a Canadian working the 
flight line in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, where 
Kuwaiti pilots sought refuge after Iraq 
invaded their country on 2 August, “the 
Kuwaiti air force may be small, but it’s not 
just size that counts.” 

“Pilot for pilot,” said Michael Barclay, 
of Sidney, British Columbia, “they’re 
probably as good as any pilots in the 
international force. The Kuwaitis also 
know the terrain well.” 

Barclay and Mark O'Connor, of Troy, 
New York, are part of a team keeping a 
squadron of Kuwaiti A-4 attack planes 
ready for action. The New Yorker considers 
himself an “American Kuwaiti,” having 
spent five years working with the Kuwaiti 
squadron. 

As O’Connor gave an A-4 pilot the go 
sign on the line, the first thing my eyes 
caught were the words “Free Kuwait” 
stenciled on the engine cowling. I saluted 
and the pilot returned my salute with a 
thumbs up. 

If war comes to the Persian Gulf, how 
will the Kuwaiti pilots perform in combat, 
I asked O’Connor, “They’ll hold their own 
against the Iraqis if any of them get 
airborne,” he said flatly. 

“I’ve been in aviation for 25 years and 
these pilots are no different than American 
pilots,” he added. “They have the fighter 
jock ego, are mentally sharp and very 
professional.” 

When Saddam Hussein rolled into Ku¬ 



wait more than three months ago, the 
Kuwait squadron scrambled. Since the 
invasion it’s had to operate without its 
sophisticated computerized maintenance 
system. This has forced O’Connor and his 
crew to revert to paperwork. So far that’s 
gone well. They've kept their birds in 
the air. 

O’Connor has about 
70 maintenance and 
administrative person¬ 
nel under his wing, A 
typical U.S. fighter 
squadron has about 
three times that number. 

But O’Connor says his 
people are motivated 
and more people would 
only cause him head¬ 
aches. 

Barclay, who along 
with his wife and three 
children were among 
the first Canadians to 
escape into the desert 
from Kuwait, is respon¬ 
sible for overall ad¬ 
ministration. 

Before “bugging out” for sanctuary in 
Saudi Arabia, Barclay says the Kuwait air 
force did a number on Iraqi tanks rolling 
into Kuwait. 

Kuwaiti pilots couldn’t use the runway. 
Iraqi jets had cratered it with bombs, so 
they taxied onto a nearby road and flew to 
meet the enemy. 

“These guys are good, ” Barclay said. 
“All of our planes landed safely in Saudi 
Arabia. None were shot down by the 
Iraqis.” 

Every member of the Kuwaiti squadron 
lives on base in barracks at Dhahran, so 
they are close to their planes. “If something 
happens,” said O’Connor, “we want to be 
ready.” 

O’Connor, who served with the U.S. 
Navy in Vietnam, added, “I don’t see a big 


threat from a rocket, ground or air attack 
this deep in Saudi territory; we’re about 200 
kilometers south of the Kuwait border.” 

Having flown over Dhahran and the port 
of Jubail to the north, Saddam would be 
insane to send his air force this deep. Trying 
to get through the maelstrom waiting in the 
form of Patriot and Hawk antiaircraft 


missiles would be like trying to go “down¬ 
town” over Hanoi at the height of the air 
offensive against the North Vietnamese 
capital. 

“Suicide, absolutely suicide,” said a 
Patriot technician. “They can run, but they 
can’t hide from these mothers.” Their 
battery was set up on a parking lot near the 
seaport. 

Barclay began his second tour in Kuwait 
five months before the invasion. Both he 
and O’Connor came to Kuwait the first 
time for the money, but fell in love with the 
country. They are both anxious to see 
Kuwait liberated. 

Until then, they’re working 12 hours a 
day, seven days a week to keep the Free 
Kuwait air force flying. 

— Ross Simpson ^ 



Kuwaiti jet gets the go from American ground crew members at 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, where Kuwaiti squadron is temporarily 
based. Photo: Ross Simpson 
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DATELINE: IN THE PERSIAN GULF 

CASEVAC 

COMFORT 

U.S. Hospital Ships Stand By to Save Lives 


OPERA TION 

BHEHI 



A SK any soldier or 
N 


^Marine who has 
ever stormed a beach¬ 
head and they’ll tell 
you how comforting it 
is to go into battle 
knowing that if they 
get hit, they’re only a 
hop, skip and jump 
from a hospital ship, 

USNS Comfort and her sister ship, 
USNS Mercy, are on station in the Persian 
Gulf, standing by to minister to thousands 
of American servicemen who may get hurt 
in the event of war in the Persian Gulf, 
According to Navy officers, the ships rank 
as the ninth largest hospitals in the world. 

British experts estimate the U.S.-led 
multinational force could suffer 20,000 
casualties in a 60-day campaign against 
Iraq, but a spokesman for U.S. forces in 
Saudi Arabia says any war with Iraq “ain’t 
gonna last that long.” On the other hand, a 
command spokesman who requested ano¬ 
nymity told me, “It’s going to be bloody.” 

Since the Comfort and Mercy arrived in 
the gulf in mid-September, the mammoth 
white ships (both converted supertankers 
that used to haul crude oil in these troubled 
waters) have been tested only once. 

In October, a steam pipe ruptured on the 
helicopter carrier USS Iwo Jim a, burning 
10 sailors. Six of the seamen were DO A, 
dead on arrival at Comfort. Four others died 
within eight hours. 

“It was horrible,” said a Navy nurse 
who responded to the mass casualty call, 
the civilian equivalent of a Code Blue. 

“The young men were grotesque when 
they were carried on stretchers from the 
helipad to the mass casualty receiving bay 
below deck,” reported Lieutenant JG Den¬ 
ise Villemarie of Burlington, Vermont, 
who is still visibly shaken by the 
experience. 

■‘There was really nothing we could do 
for them,” added a colleague, who told of 
watching surgeons relieve the swelling by 
making incisions from wrists to armpits 
and crotch to ankles on one sailor. 

Captain Chester McLaughlin, an ortho¬ 
pedic surgeon from Bethesda Naval Hospi¬ 


tal in Washington, D.C., says one of the 
young men he treated was burned over 90% 
of his body. 

“Only his genitalia were untouched.” 
But McLaughlin says none of the sailors 
medevaced to Comfort suffered. “They 
were anesthetized, and simply slipped away 
in a deep drug-induced sleep.” said 
McLaughlin. 

There was nothing that could be done to 
save Iwo Jima victims. “Unfortunately, 
their bums were so severe, it was impossi¬ 
ble to have the outcome turn out any 
differently,” said McLaughlin. “Most of 
the burns were 90% and above. Statisti¬ 
cally, these individuals have no chance to 
survive.” 

As sad as it was for 
the Comfort crew to 
watch the men die in 
the ship’s ICU, it pre¬ 
pared them for what 
might lie ahead. 

Bloody Practice 

Although Comfort 
and Mercy have yet 
to be “bloodied by 
battle,” their respec¬ 
tive crews of 900 
each have been 
working around the 
clock to prepare for 
their wartime mission 
of treating mass 
casualties. Since 
arriving in the Persian 
Gulf, both of the 894-foot-long floating 
hospital ships have been conducting mass 
casualty drills. I was asked to participate in 
one of them. 

The white paper tag taped to my chest 
read STOMACH WOUND. LOWER 
LEFT ABDOMEN. SEVERE BLOOD 
LOSS. 

As the Army helicopter approached the 
helipad at Comfort, a public address 
announcement blared on deck. 

“Flight Quarters, Flight Quarters. This is 
a drill. We’ve got a Black Hawk inbound 
with six litter patients from the field. Two 
minutes out.” 


Thanks to some red cake coloring to 
simulate blood, black carbon dust from a 
copier machine to simulate the grime of 
battle and some surgi-lube to give us that 
sweaty look, the six volunteers, including 
myself, looked like runaways from “The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre.” 

One of the crew members aboard Com¬ 
fort who volunteered to play the part of 
patient had been horribly burned like the 
Iwo Jima victims, another had both arras 
blown off at the elbows, another was shot in 
the neck, and yet another had fallen on a 
grenade to save his buddy. 

“I don’t think I could deal with losing 
both arms,” said the young woman who 
volunteered to have her arms taped to her 
chest and elbows 
painted with cake 
coloring to look like 
bloody stumps. 

In the event of war 
in the Persian Gulf, 
patients would be 
brought to Comfort 
and Mercy by hel¬ 
icopter or small boat. 
Nobody can predict 
the kind of casualties 
these ships will see. 
The injuries could be 
medical as well as 
traumatic in nature. 

Initial triage is 
performed by the 
flight deck chief as 
soon as medevac 
choppers land on the helipad. Once at the 
elevator, another triage officer decides 
which patients are taken to the morgue, 
which are “walking wounded” and can be 
cared for by Navy corpsmen, and which are 
to be hustled downstairs for immediate 
care. 

On our way down to mass receiving in 
the elevator, Commander Gage Ochsner, a 
former medical officer with the Marine 
Corps 2nd Tank Battalion at Camp 
Lcjeune, North Carolina, and the physician 
who wrote the protocol for handling mass 
casualties in the Gulf, instructed us to add a 
sense of realism to the drill by screaming 



Hospital ship Comfort at anchor in Persian 
Gulf Photo: courtesy Ross Simpson 
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and yelling when the elevator door opened. 

“In a real life situation, few victims are 
silent. Only those who are unconscious,” 
said Dr. Ochsner who patterned some of the 
syllabus he wrote after procedures he 
observed during a two-year stint at MED- 
STAR, a shock trauma center just east of 
the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. 

“A 9mm gunshot wound in D.C. isn’t as 
bad as an AK-47 wound or shrapnel from a 
grenade, mortar or artillery round,” con¬ 
fessed Ochsner, “but the same principles of 
treatment hold true.” 

Speed is Everything 

Speed is everything in trauma cases. It 
often spells the difference between life and 
death. Concerned about the shortage of 
combat-experienced doctors in the 20 years 
that have passed since Vietnam, the mili¬ 
tary recently began lending doctors like 
Ochsner to urban hospitals hard hit by the 
drug wars. 

The program offered military doctors 
training in treating bullet wounds and other 
warlike traumas, while helping short- 
staffed urban emergency rooms. The Wash¬ 
ington Hospital Center was among the first 
civilian hospitals to participate. 

In order to expedite treatment of the 
injured brought from the battle, Dr. 
Ochsner instituted several measures in the 
mass casualty receiving bay. Medical 
forms, bracelets and vials for blood are 
pre-packaged in a plastic bag by number so 
that patients can be tracked from the time 
they arrive on board until they are taken to 
the morgue or one of 16 wards aboard 
Comfort. 

Ochsner also borrowed a management 
technique from aircraft carriers which call 
for deck crews to wear different colored 
T-shirts to differentiate between ordnance- 
men (red) and refuelers (purple) by requir¬ 
ing hospital personnel to wear different 
colored baseball caps, 

Since it’s so noisy in the bay during a 
mass casualty call, Ochsner has equipped 
each treatment area with equipment to 
provide continuous monitoring of a pa¬ 
tient’s vital signs, blood pressure, etc. With 
this equipment, there’s no need for a nurse 
to “cuff” the patient and check his blood 
pressure. With a selector switch, the attend¬ 
ing physician can dial up BP and heart 
imaging at one, two or three minute 
intervals. No need to add to the confusion 
by shouting, “Patient’s BP 120 over 90.” 
Vital signs are displayed digitally on 
monitor screens. 

In the event Comfort and Mercy were 
swamped with battlefield casualties, there 
would not be enough doctors to go around. 
As in past wars, hospital corpsmen would 
perform tasks some thought impossible. 
Doctors would be left to treat life- 
threatening cases. 

Seeing the need to rotate doctors from 
workstation to workstation where expertise 
was urgently needed, Dr. Ochsner, a trauma 
surgeon at Bethesda Naval Hospital, devel¬ 
oped yet another color coding scheme. 


Ochsner wrapped orange arm bands 
around posts at work stations. In the event 
a doctor is urgently needed, a corpsman 
would simply slide up the armband; much 
like a red flag being raised. A senior nurse 
stationed on the floor is charged solely with 
keeping track of the orange armbands and 
dispatching physicians to calls for help. 

Chemical Warfare 

Saddam Hussein’s threats of using 
chemical warfare are being taken seriously 
by Comfort’s crew. Extra time is spent each 
week on training to handle patients contam¬ 
inated by poisonous gas. 

The ship is using a process invented by 
Lieutenant Commander Alison Mueller 
several years ago that allows a medical 
team to quickly decontaminate injured 
service personnel exposed to poisonous 
gas. The goal is to decontaminate patients 
in 15 minutes, but the number one goal is 
not to contaminate the ship. 

When contaminated patients enter the 
hospital ship, they are taken to one of five 
decontamination units where crew mem¬ 
bers wearing protective gear cut away 
contaminated clothing. Next the patients 
are taken to a second room where they are 
washed down with a bleach solution and a 
soft sponge and brush. Air inside this room 
is changed six times a minute to keep it as 
clean as possible. From there, patients are 
sent on for further medical care. 

Range of Services 

Comfort’s wide range of services makes 
it comparable to a big city medical center. 
Among other things, the hospital ship 
features: 

• 12 operating rooms and up to 1,000 
beds, including four intensive care wards 
with 80 beds. 

• A Navy staff which is 30% female, that 
consists of 500 physicians, dentists, nurses, 
health care administrators, medical and 
dental technicians. Another 400 non¬ 
medical personnel handle other duties such 
as administration, supply and personnel 
services. 

• A range of specialized care services 
such as two dental surgery rooms, four 
dental examining rooms, prosthetics, test¬ 
ing laboratories, four complete radiology 
suites, blood banks containing 3,000 units 
of frozen blood, a brain scanner and a 
pharmacy. 

The staff of both Comfort and Mercy 
were assembled in less than a week, mostly 
from military medical and dental clinics on 
the East and West coasts. The staff also 
includes a nine-member surgical team from 
the Canadian forces. 

“In Canada, we don’t have a hospital 
ship like this, so this is a brand new 
experience for me,” said Lieutenant Red 
Hamel, a nurse from the National Defense 
Medical Center in Ottawa, and member of 
the Canadian Navy. “I’m used to working 
under canvas in field hospitals.” 

Like U.S. ground-based forces in the 
Persian Gulf, the Comfort's crew seems 


less concerned about the possibility of war 
than by the tedium and uncertainty of the 
future. 

Captain Paul Berry, the Mercy's skipper, 
said jokingly, “Surgeons pace the passage¬ 
ways looking to take out each other’s 
appendix.” 

The biggest treat of the day comes after 
dinner when officers carry the beach chairs 
they bought in Rota, Spain, on the way 
across the Atlantic Ocean to the mass 
casualty receiving bay and watch movies, 
compliments of a video outlet in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

Get a Real Job 

As I lay flat on my back and was prepped 
for “simulated surgery” to remove a slug 
from my stomach, I thought how real this 
exercise was. Especially when I closed my 
eyes and listened to the litany of orders 
being given by doctors such as Perry 
Stafford, a former Marine Corps pilot who 
flew more than 500 combat missions in an 
A-4 Skyhawk. 

Why did Stafford give up a glamorous 
job as a jet jock and become a pediatric 
surgeon? 

“I had to grow up and get a real job,” 
laughed the guy who nurses in the surgical 
suite call the “Quack.” 

The director of nursing services aboard 
Comfort is a Vietnam veteran. Captain 
Jewel Lockney honed her skills on hospital 
ship Sanctuary. Lockney says it’s rare to 
see both of the Navy’s hospital ships 
side-by-side in the Persian Gulf; perhaps an 
omen of what’s to come. 

USNS Comfort and USNS Mercy fly the 
flags of both the Red Cross and its Arabic 
equivalent, the Red Crescent. If war does 
come to this region of the world, Gage 
Ochsner says it is possible an American 
Marine and an Iraqi soldier might be treated 
in the same bay. 

“No one,” says Cmdr. Ochsner, “will 
be refused medical treatment, not even our 
enemy.” Navy policy. 

Healed of my make-believe wounds, I 
joked with the staff about looking like 
Clarabelle the Clown who had been run 
over by a Mack truck. But this drill was no 
joke. Those who participated in it were 
deadly serious. The trauma they suffered 
when 10 sailors from USS Jwo Jima were 
brought aboard a week ago was too fresh. 
The shock had not worn off yet. 

Walking to the helipad for a flight back 
to the mainland on a CH-53, a helicopter 
from Desert Duck Airlines, a Navy squad¬ 
ron, I heard the Comfort’s skipper come on 
the ship’s PA system and compliment his 
crew on their performance. 

“Our experience with the Iwo Jima 
incident only solidifies the importance of 
these drills,” Captain Roger Pentzien said. 
“When the real thing feels like a drill ... 
only then are we truly ready. That is all.” 

Comfort and Mercy are ready to live up 
to their names. 

— Ross Simpson ^ 
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SOF Staffer on Mean 
Streets of Colombia’s 
Murder City 


Colombian policeman in Medellin 
armed with UZI submachine gun. 
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POLICE BEAT: 
MEDELLIN 

Text & Photos by Steve Salisbury 


UT HEY were between 13 and 16 
years old,” the agent of Medel¬ 
lin’s Metropolitan Police said, describing 
his three would-be assassins. The crusty 
35-year-old cop — whose leathery face and 
gray hair made him look a decade older 

— glared angrily as he recalled the attempt 
on his life last July. 

“It was lunchtime. I just got off duty and 
was only a block away from my house 
when they attacked. They opened fire close 
behind me with pistols and a shotgun. 
Birdshot ripped into my back and hip and I 
dropped to the ground. They were going to 
finish me off, but I drew my Smith & 
Wesson .38 and they fled. I recognized one. 
He was from my neighborhood.” 

The agent hobbled away supporting 
himself with a cane; he probably never 
would walk well again. But he was lucky to 
be alive. According to police statistics, 
from March through July 1990, 215 cops 
were gunned down by kids, allegedly hired 
in most cases as hit men by the Medellin 
cocaine cartel. 

At the end of July the cartel declared a 
suspension of their assassination war 
against police in an effort to win goodwill 
from an incoming government. Yet police 
continue to be killed at a terrifying rate 

— even taking into account the nearly 60% 
drop in police homicides — due to Medel¬ 
lin’s crime epidemic. Being a cop in 
Medellin, Colombia, has to be one of the 
most dangerous jobs in the world. 

Medellin is a city at odds with itself. Its 
inhabitants pride themselves as being hard¬ 
working, honest citizens; yet Medellin is 
notorious for being the capital of the 
world’s illicit cocaine trade. Medellin’s 2.2 
million residents are among the friendliest 
people you can meet; however, with 3,377 
of its inhabitants murdered in the first six 
months of 1990 alone, it can claim to be the 
world’s murder capital, easily surpassing 
the homicide rates of San Salvador, Beirut, 
Johannesburg, Kabul and New York. 

The common ugly sight of mutilated 
corpses in the streets stands in stark 
contrast to the loveliness of Medellin’s 
gorgeous ladies. And the explosions of car 
bombs have blemished the folkloric beauty 
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of this picturesque city nesded in the 
Aburra Wley, surrounded by an offshoot 
of the Andes Mountains. 

Medellin is so dangerous that the U.S. 
government has officially placed it off 
limits to its personnel — including Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) and 
CIA agents — an American embassy 
official closely involved in the drug war 
told me. 

This summer I had the rare opportunity 
to catch an intimate glimpse of both the 
good and the bad of Medellin when I 
accompanied the Medellin Metropolitan 
Police Department’s uniformed and plain¬ 
clothes agents on their emergency and 
undercover operations. What I found was 
an overburdened, understaffed, under- 
equipped, grossly underpaid force of men 
and women who often labor seven days a 
week, 16 hours a day, trying their hardest to 
combat the world’s largest drug mafia 
— the Medellin cocaine cartel — and an 
out-of-control crime epidemic unimagina¬ 
ble anywhere else. 

Despite all the hoopla about America’s 
contribution of Apache helicopters, radars 
and other pricey, publicity-grabbing aid to 
assist the Colombian security forces in their 
battle against the drug lords and their 
private armies, the 3,800 agents fighting in 
the front lines of the drug war are still 
scandalously short of the less glamorous, 
though essential, materiel to put the cartel 
out of business, according to Lieutenant 
Colonel Luis Alfredo Rodriguez, com¬ 
mander of Medellin’s police operations. 

“We first need materiel resources: vehi¬ 
cles, motorcycles, technical elements for 
recordings and radars, scanners to register 
the conversations of the narcos, telephone 
interceptors, technical assistance incentives 
for our police who sacrifice and who stand 
out in their service,” Lt Col. Rodriguez 
said. “For example, extra pay for the bomb 
squad. We need bullet-proof vests.” The 
list of needs goes on and on and doesn’t 
even consider that the Medellin police have 
barely begun to computerize and still 
depend on decrepit typewriters and anti¬ 
quated filing cabinets. Until recently, many 
cops went off-duty unarmed for lack of 


department handguns. 

While Lt Col. Rodriguez spoke very 
highly on the record of relations between 
the Colombian security forces and DEA, 
some of his subordinates, who wish to 
remain anonymous for security reasons or 
fear of official reprimand, complained of 
the absence of DEA agents in Medellin. 

“The Americans only go to Bogota 
[Colombia’s capital] and stay holed up in 
‘secure areas’ because they’re scared of 
getting killed,” explained an agent bitterly. 

“All they are interested in is taking 
advantage of our women, drinking our 
liquor, collecting pay and benefits they 
wouldn’t get in the United States, and then 
go home bragging about what a dangerous 
assignment they’ve had here, when in 
reality we’ve been the ones who have been 
bleeding and dying,” added another officer. 
“But they don’t come here to Medellin to 
see our desperate needs. And the money the 
gringos send to Bogota doesn’t arrive 
completely to the communities in need 
— like Medellin. There have been a few 
cases of corruption in the Colombian 
forces, and the DEA isn’t immune. We’ve 
had to inform the Americans of DEA 
agents we suspected were dealing with the 
narcos.” 

He didn’t elaborate on this accusation, 
but a knowledgeable U.S. government 
source, who wishes to remain anonymous, 
denied it, though he stated a DEA agent 
was sent home a couple of years ago for 
“poor judgment” that gave a bad 
appearance. 

While it may be painful for American 
law enforcement officials to hear this 
criticism, this attitude among Medellin 
police should be understood in the context 
that so many of their comrades have been 
murdered with scarcely the opportunity or 
wherewithal to defend themselves. In many 
cases the criminals are much better armed 
and equipped than the police. 

Man, You Got To Be Crazy 

I had been warned at the U.S. Embassy 
in Bogota that the Medellin cartel had been 
murdering journalists. Los Extraditables , 
the Medellin cartel’s armed wing, was 
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“Man, you got to be crazy. 

Are you sure you want to join us?” 


recently blamed for kidnapping six 
journalists. Just my nationality could make 
me a target. It wouldn’t be the last warning 
I would receive. 

“Man, you got to be crazy. Are you sure 
you want to join us?” Agent Efer Solis, a 
photographer for the mobile laboratory of 
the Medellin police, asked me. [I have 
changed the names of the police I 
accompanied on operations at their 
request] It was a logical question. The 
mobile lab is always called to the scene of 
violence. And was there ever violence! It 
was mid-July and the peak of the cartel’s 
cop-killing campaign. 

According to Lt. Col. Rodriguez, the 
cartel was paying its hired assassins, known 
as sicarios, up to $4,000 for every cop 
killed. Almost every day for the past four 
months cops were being murdered in cold 
blood. Scarcely a day would pass where 
there wouldn’t be a crowd of mourners in 
the chapel of police headquarters grieving 
over two, three or four caskets containing 
the bodies of bullet-riddled policemen. 
Some days as many as seven policemen 
would be gunned down; once over a dozen 
cops were killed when alleged 
narcoterrorists blew up a truck the police 
were traveling in. 

“The sicarios will think you’re one of us 
and follow you home to kill you,” Solis 
said with a macabre laugh. It was a chilling 
thought, for I was staying in the home of 
newfound friends in an impoverished barrio 
terrorized by sicarios. 

Police grunts could only afford to live in 
these barrios on an agent’s monthly salary 


No place is safe in Medellin. Hits are 
performed even in crowded markets 
like this. 



of around $140 — including hazardous pay 
— if they chose not to live in crowded, 
dingy barracks at their stations. As Lt. Col. 
Rodriguez would passionately tell me in a 
later interview, “The salaries aren’t enough 
for police to live in better sectors and 
therefore they have to end up in the same 
communities, the same sectors, same areas 
where the criminals and sicarios live. The 
vast majority of assassinations of police are 
committed when they are in their homes or 
go to — or return from — work... because 
they [the killers] are their own neighbors.” 

Just minutes after joining agent Solis and 
the other three members of one squad of the 
mobile lab, we received an emergency call. 



Beat cops Medel I in-style. Rougher barrios 
are patrolled by two-man police teams 
armed with Israeli Galil assault rifles. 


A bomb had exploded in front of the 
municipal administration building of 
Sabanetas, a small working-class town on 
the outskirts of Medellin. “You want 
action? You’ll see plenty of action before 
the night is over, gringo,” said Agent 
Wilfredo Bantona as we piled into the 
white jeep emblazoned “Policia 
Laboratorio Movil Criminalistico” in big 
black letters. 

Agent Bantona was the senior member 
of the squad, a few months shy of retiring at 
20 years on the police force. In any other 
police department he would probably be a 
sergeant But in Colombia rank is decided 
by passing academic tests, as well as by 
years of service. This hefty agent has no 
time for school tests. His school has been in 
the streets where he has proven himself a 
leader. A highly decorated veteran who 
claims to have received a certificate from 



the White House a couple of years ago for 
distinguished service — including being 
point man of a patrol that rescued Bogota’s 
kidnapped mayor — Agent Bantona has 
commanded the respect and admiration of 
his peers and operates with the mobile lab 
as its technical adviser. 

Corporal Jose Molina was the squad 
commander. He was larger than most 
Colombians and his long legs seemed 
cramped as he sat in the front seat and 
talked on the radio trying to get information 
about traffic. But even with our driver. 
Agent Geraldo Espada, adeptly dodging 
through the congestion of vehicles, it took 
us 45 minutes to arrive at our destination. 

Bomb in a Fruit Cart 

A large crowd surrounded the bombed 
city hall. We descended from our jeep into 
the glare of television cameras. Conscious 
of the warning about the danger of being 
recognized with the police, I covered my 
face with my hand. However, this was 
probably unnecessary with all the kids 
hamming it up in front of the cameras. As 
Agent Espada stood guard over the jeep 
with an UZI slung over his shoulder, the 
rest of the squad inspected the area. 

A bomb of maybe 5 pounds of dynamite 
had been hidden in a fruit cart on a street 
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running alongside the building. Its blast 
blew out half the balcony of a second-story 
room and shattered windows for a couple of 
blocks, including those of a police station 
around the comer. 

According to police statistics, at least 86 
grenade, arson and bomb attacks — 
including six car bombs that killed 62 
people and wounded 316 — terrorized 
Medellin in the first six months of 1990. 
The vast majority of this terrorism is 
attributed to the Medellin cartel, as was this 
incident. 

“The narcos have been finding it harder 
to park car bombs near government 
buildings with the heavier security, so 
they’ve been using other, less conspicuous 
means like this mango cart. Thank God 
only one person was slightly injured by the 
glass,” said Cpl. Molina. 

“If the Cartel really wants to kill you, 
there’s a good chance they will kill you,” 
said Agent Espada, over a cup of coffee at 
a beverage stand as we waited for another 
call. He looked like a stocky, dark-skinned 
A1 Pacino and spoke like him too. ‘ ‘It might 
take some time, but they’ll probably kill 
you no matter how much security you 
have.” His words rang with authority. A 
year ago he was the sole survivor of an 
ambush that killed a judge and her 


bodyguards. “We were intercepted by a 
Mazda and Renault just a few blocks from 
our office,” he remembered. “I braked and 
veered onto the sidewalk. About eight 
sicarios strafed us with UZI fire. I 
instinctively opened the door and rolled 
onto the sidewalk as they fired. The 
bodyguards tried to respond, but it 
happened so fast they didn’t have time. I 
was hit in my wrist and arms and they were 
both broken. A bullet hit me in the back and 
pierced my lung.” Agent Espada said a 
single sicario was killed, but the rest 
got away. 

Another Cop Murdered 

We had barely finished our coffee when 
we received another call. A former cop had 
been murdered. As we were on our way, we 
also received a call to go to a police outpost 
that had been attacked by assailants hurling 
homemade explosives from a car. No one 
was hurt during the outpost attack, so we 
continued driving to a clinic where the 
homicide victim had been taken. 

Again the radio burst to life. “In pursuit 
of suspicious armed individuals,” a voice 
crackled. I couldn’t hear all the details, but 
undercover detectives were engaged in a 
car chase. “Agents under fire in need of 
assistance!” shouted the voice desperately 


For unmatched mobility street cops get 
around Medellin on motorcycles. 

through a storm of static. Another car had 
pulled up behind the detectives and strafed 
them with submachine gun fire. No one was 
wounded but the assailants escaped. 

At the clinic, a woman wearing a 
blood-splattered purple dress was wailing. 
She futilely tried to dry her tears with her 
long black hair. She was the girlfriend of 
the dead cop. Agent Bantona tenderly 
questioned the young lady, while Cpl. 
Molina talked to doctors and checked the 
body. She could hardly speak as she related 
how a young gunman shot dead her 
boyfriend — with whom she lived — 
before her eyes. Another young woman and 
a boy appeared at the clinic entrance. They 
were either relatives or friends. “What 
happened? What happened?” they asked 
anxiously. 

“He’s dead!” the girlfriend screamed 
and they all cried in unison. The victim was 
apparently murdered because of an old feud 
with neighbors. The girlfriend started to 
argue with the boy and he tried to sneak 
away. “He knows something! Stop him!” 
she screamed. 

We had hardly finished with this incident 
when we were on the road again. A call to 
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LIVING IN THE CULTURE OF DEATH 


“It was the first time I ever fired a gun,” 
recalled \feimpire, describing his use of a 
12-gauge, sawn-off shotgun the first time 
he murdered a human being in cold blood. 
He was then 16 years old. 

“When he saw me, he didn’t have time 
to run. I put the first shot into his back. 
Powi The man flew through the air 
because it’s a gun with a very powerful 
blast. Ooowee, it scared me a lot and I 
managed to hear the shout [of my lookout] 
to finish him off. He was slick; I turned him 
around when he was hopping away and, 
tack, I put another blast into his chest. 
There he stayed. We left running. My 
lookout had a motorcycle and we flew.” 

Empire knew little about his victim, 
just that he was 19 r named Enrique, and 
that Empire’s boss — a drug dealing 
farmer — wanted Enrique dead because 
he was sure Enrique had murdered his 
brother. The drug dealer offered to lend 
\fempire one of his motorcycles if he killed 
the 19 year old. 

Empire accepted the offer without 
asking any questions. “Brother, the truth 
is, one doesn’t hesitate for anything,” the 
18-year-old with only a grade school 
education told me. “One executes the job 
and stays with the payoff and doesn’t ask 
questions.” 

When Empire went to inform his boss 
that he finished the “job” and returned his 
shotgun, the drug dealer — who had 
returned to his native Colombia after 
having served two years in an American 
prison for cocaine trafficking — not only 
happily lent his motorcycle to Empire, 
but tipped him about five dollars, which 
Empire “gave to his mama.” Empire 
fared better than the other sicario who 
was hired to kill Enrique more than two 


years earlier but failed, though shooting 
his victim five times. “That man is dead. 
They condemned him,” said Empire. “In 
this business there’s no forgiveness. 

“In this neighborhood there are about 
15 sicarios,” he said, “including one from 
the Medellin cartel who is the boss of 
everybody. The majority of the people 
who kill [in this town] are paid by the 
people of the Medellin cartel. 

“All the boys want to have their stories. 
Everybody wants to be celebrated.” How¬ 
ever, they seldom tell their stories to 
outsiders for fear of seif-incrimination. And 
it’s even rarer that journalists seek sicar¬ 
ios for interviews. Sicarios have even 
taken to killing journalists, allegedly on 
orders from drug lords. 

Their perverse pride in murder is the 
foundation of what’s known in Medellin as 
“The Culture of Death” — a culture where 
sicarios aspire to become “professional” 
by murdering many people. “This quantity 
will grant [a sicario] prestige at the stan¬ 
dard of his movement, leadership within it 
and the possibility to climb positions in its 
surrounding world,” writes Father Julio 
Jaramillo, a Catholic priest, in his study on 
sicarios. 

Sicarios don’t associate murder with 
evil in their situations. They see killing as 
their job. “It isn’t rare that they ask the 
Virgin Mary to help them so that the ‘job’ 
they are going to do goes well for them,” 
laments Father Javier Tobon, a priest 
who works rehabilitating sicarios 
and gang members in Medellii 
“Their values are twisted.” 

As long as this is the case 
it’s hard to imagine how Co¬ 
lombia will ever find peace. 

— S.S. 


check out a robbery in El Poblado, one of 
Medellin’s wealthiest districts. 

Graced with beautiful red brick high-rise 
condos, a five-star intercontinental hotel 
and elegant restaurants and nightclubs, El 
Poblado is a monument to drug dealers. We 
cruised by a huge property surrounded by a 
10-foot wall adorned with flowers. I 
couldn’t see behind the wall, but the squad 
claimed inside was a breathtaking mansion 
that authorities confiscated from Pablo 
Escobar, reputed godfather of the Medellin 
cartel. 

Pablo Escobar and other reputed drug 
lords once openly socialized here. Now 
fugitives in hiding, they could still be in El 
Poblado and people probably wouldn’t turn 
them in. “The narcos are responsible to a 
great extent for the development of El 
Poblado and many people sympathize with 
them for that,’’ said Agent Bantona. This 
could be said of almost anywhere in 
Medellin — especially the impoverished 
barrios where residents are particularly 
grateful for the largess of drug lords. 

According to an article in the Colombian 
weekly Semana^ citing statistics from the 
British publication Latin American 
Newsletters , $1.5 billion of the $7 to $15 
billion dollars Colombian drug dealers net 



each year enters 
Colombia. A lot of 
that is spent in 
Medellin. (A 
kilo of pure 
cocaine is sold 
wholesale in 
the United 
States for be¬ 
tween $10,000 
and $12,000 
and more 
than dou¬ 
ble that in 
Europe, 
according to 
a Colombian 
police officer.) 

We arrived at our 
destination, a nice, two-story 
home that would fit in perfectly in 
any middle-class American neighborhood. 
Its tall, blond owner met us at the entrance 
and led us inside. His wife and children 
were crying among what appeared to be the 
ruins of a barroom brawl. The house was 
completely ransacked. While the family 
had been away, the burglars apparently 
forced their entry through the roof and 
made off with about $1,000 worth of 


jewelry and cash. The mobile lab found no 
clues that would put them on the trail of the 
bandits and Agent Bantona told the 
homeowner a follow up would be made by 
other agents, but that the chances of 
catching the thieves and recovering his 
family’s possessions and money were slim. 

“Yeah, I know,” lamented the man, his 
breath reeking of vodka. “At least I wanted 
to report the robbery.” He thanked us and 
we left. It was a small victory in a way for 
police to receive a call for assistance from 
residents in El Poblado for it proved there 
are people who trust them for help in areas 
supportive of the cartel where some 
residents would take justice into their own 
hands by contracting sicarios. 

Dying to Defend the People 

I was dog tired. Everyone was tired, but 
there was no time for coffee. An off-duty 
cop was murdered while he was with his 
girlfriend in a municipality on the edge of 
Medellin. When I heard the municipality’s 
name I cringed; it was where I was living. 

It was after midnight, but I took no 
chances on being recognized and lowered 
the brim of Agent Bantona’s straw hat over 
my eyes and stayed in the car with Cpl. 
Molina and Agent Solis as Agent Bantona 
asked for information in the local police 
station, just a few blocks from where I was 
lodging. The municipal police 
had already taken care of 
the matter and furnished 
Agent Bantona with 
the details to take 
back to base. I felt 
relieved when we 
headed back to 
Medellin. 

It was our last call for 
the night. At 0700 our shift 
ended. I stayed home that 
night, wishing to have a respite 
from the violence, yet there was 
no escaping it. Gunfire could be 
heard through the walls and 
) windows and by sunrise between 
11 and 25 people had been 
killed in my municipality, 
depending on what reports 
you choose to believe. At 
0700 I rejoined Cpl. Molina 
and his crew. “Hey, you 
should’ve been with us last 
night. There was a lot of dead,” 
the departing shift told us as we got 
into the jeep. 

“Oh, don’t feel like you missed 
anything. There is going to be a lot of 
killing today,” said Agent Bantona, 
pointing a finger sporting a gold and 

emerald ring. It was 20 July, Colombian 
Independence Day. “Holidays are always 
the most violent.” 

We were taking a breather at a tourist site 
brimming with souvenir shops on a hill 
with a gorgeous view of the city when news 
of another murdered cop ruined our sunny 
day. On the way to the clinic, where the 
body was taken, a speeding compact car 
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carrying three young men veered in front 
of us. 

“Hey, stop that car!” shouted Agent 
Bantona, suspecting they might be fleeing 
from a crime. Agent Espada hit the siren 
and accelerated, overtaking them in 
seconds. Both cars screeched to a halt. The 
squad members barrelled out of the jeep, 
training their UZIs, Smith & Wessons and 
a Colt .45 at the suspects. “Out of the car, 
hands in the air!” they ordered. To some 
American police, this would seem to be 
premature drawing of firearms. But in 
Medellin it’s best not to take chances; some 
cops have died for not responding in similar 
circumstances. 

The boys were clean and released with a 
reprimand. “You just never know when 
you’ll stumble on a criminal,” said Agent 
Bantona, speaking from experience. 

We encountered another heartrending 
scene at the clinic. “My brother always 
said he had to die to defend the people. But 
not this way. Shot in the back, not face to 
face,” wailed a brother of the off-duty 
police slain about 45 minutes ago in front of 
his family. His pale face was contorted in 
anguish as he sat at the entrance. The pain 
of seeing his brother gunned down by a kid 
firing an UZI was so overwhelming he was 
oblivious to the wound in his own knee, 
caused by a stray bullet Ignoring his injury, 
he had helped carry his dead brother to the 
clinic. Typical of a sicario hit, the trigger 
man and his teenage companion who 
posted watch escaped. They fled in a 
waiting car. “They’re cowards,” cried the 
surviving sibling, pulling his white T-shirt, 
stained by the blood of his brother, over his 
face to wipe away his tears. 

Three bullets in the back and one in the 
back of the neck (exiting from the mouth) 
ended the life of the 28-year-old policeman; 
he is survived by a wife and two small 
children. His corpse was a mess, but the 


body of the next murder victim we saw that 
afternoon was even more gruesome. 

Even the Old Aren’t Immune 

An old lady was gunned down in the 
impoverished barrio of Aranjuez, a hotbed 
of sicarios in the northeastern part of the 
city. Aranjuez, with its crumbling cinder- 
block hovels, pot-hole streets and stench of 
contaminated water and garbage heaps, is 


Armored car stands watch at police HQ — a 
prime narcoterrorist target. 

the complete opposite of El Poblado, 
except that many of its residents are hostile 
to the police. I noticed the mobile lab got 
some dirty looks in this neighborhood. 

Driving down a winding dirt alley we 
found the victim’s humble two-room house 
in a grassy ravine. A curious crowd had 


Colombian motorcycle cops going on patrol. 
Driver armed with UZI, passenger has 
folding-stock Galil. 

gathered around it in the orange afternoon 
glow and were told to step back by 
green-uniformed cops already on the scene. 
Shirtless boys playing soccer nearby in the 
alley were too immersed in their game to 
pay attention. Inside the house, illuminated 
by the dim glow of candles and adorned 
with crucifixes, portraits of Jesus and other 
Catholic relics, lay the body of the dead old 
lady. Her brains were splattered on the 
floor. The police photographed the corpse, 
then dragged it outside for closer inspection 
in the sunlight. 

According to witnesses, two boys posted 
watch while a third shot the woman dead 
with a pistol. Corporal Molina calculated 
three bullets were fired into her head, one 
into her buttocks, one into her thigh and one 
into her arm. He thought the murder 
weapon was a .38 caliber pistol. There was 
no apparent robbery and it was a mystery 

Continued on page 73 
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Ethiopian armor destroyed while withdrawing from Nakfa area to assist at Afabet. Eritreans 
have left a lot of their enemy’s equipment in this condition in their 29-year struggle. 


bombed-out heap of rubble. I was taken to 
a mouse-infested bunker built into a hillside 
on the edge of town and advised to get 
some sleep. It seemed I had hardly closed 
my eyes when it was time to leave. It was 
still dark, and we had to reach Afabet, the 
next town, before sunup. 

A Human Skull, A Box of Bones 
and a Foot 

The route south from Nakfa begins with 
a series of twisting turns that lead to the 
Hidai Valley. The rough road has been cut 
out of the mountainside and is strewn with 
rocks. As we lurched along, our headlights 
illuminating the way ahead, my attention 
was suddenly drawn to what at first looked 
like an exceptionally smooth white stone. It 
was different from the thousands of others 
scattered along the route and, as we drove 
past, 1 saw why. 

“We just passed a human skull,” I 
mentioned to Goytom, who shrugged. 

“This was the front,” he offered by way 
of explanation. (Later, when we returned 
the same way, I was surprised when we 
paused at this spot so that Goytom could 
bury the remains.) Shortly after, I glimpsed 
a 122mm shell in the mud on the roadside. 
Minutes later, we passed the first of several 
destroyed vehicles. The sky was turning 
pink with the approaching dawn by the time 
we reached Adishrum, where a single track 
wound its way through a ravine before 
ascending to a plain a few kilometers from 
Afabet. It was here that the Ethiopians 
suffered one of their most grueling defeats. 

In March 1988, the Nadew (Demolish) 
Division was in the process of withdrawing 
from the Nakfa area in order to assist in the 
defense of Afabet, the army’s Eritrean 
general headquarters, which had been sin¬ 
gled out for attack by the EPLF. As the 
leading tank climbed toward the plain, an 
EPLF tank in hot pursuit of the armored 
column fired a shot that crippled the 
Ethiopian T-54/55, thereby blocking the 
narrow road. Unable to proceed, and 
prevented from turning back, the vehicles 
looked as if they would fall into EPLF 
hands. And they would have, were it not for 
the air force. 

Faced with an impossible situation, the 
Ethiopians called upon their own MiGs to 
bomb the valley and whoever was slow in 
taking cover. By the time the MiGs 
departed, the area was littered with Ethio¬ 
pian coipses. Amidst the carnage, individ¬ 
ual Eritreans risked everything to salvage 
what vehicles they could. One man man¬ 
aged to save a BM21, the first to be 
captured intact by the EPLF. Some 70 or so 
tanks, trucks and armored cars, however, 
had to be written off. 

Kasai paused at the head of the valley so 
I could photograph the rusting wrecks. The 
majority were concentrated in one area. 
There were so many that the Eritreans had 
been forced to cut a new road, bypassing 
the tons of twisted steel. 

It is easy to look at such a spectacle and 
to simply see a bumed-out tank or a 


bullet-riddled Gaz truck. But, look closely 
and one is reminded that there was also a 
tank crew and a truck driver. A scrap of 
uniform hung in the innards of a smashed 
T-54/55; an empty, charred wallet lay on 
the roadside. 

By the time I finished taking my pic¬ 
tures, the sun had risen above the moun¬ 
tains. By now, those with any sense would 
be under cover, concealed from aerial 
observation. Goytom was impatient for us 
to get going. We reached Afabet 20 minutes 
later. Afabet is in the process of being 
rebuilt but, as in other Eritrean towns, little 
is achieved during 
daylight hours. Respect 
for the Ethiopian air 
force has resulted in a 
land that comes to life 
only after dusk. 

We spent our day at 
Afabet vainly attempt¬ 
ing to catch up on lost 
sleep. The intense heat 
made this impossible, 
however. The climate 
and, no doubt, our diet, 
began to take their 
inevitable toll. By late 
afternoon, I was feeling 
sick and lightheaded. 

Before long, I had 
developed a horrendous 
case of diarrhea. Par for 
the course, I told myself, 
but a six-hour drive to Massawa did not 
help matters. It must have been obvious to 
Goytom that I was ill, for the next day he 


suggested that our visit to the front be 
postponed for 24 hours. At least we could 
pass the time in air-conditioned luxury at 
the Dahlak Hotel — a battered relic of the 
battle for Massawa (see “Bloody Battle for 
Massawa” sidebar). 

By 23 August, I felt well enough to stroll 
around the hotel grounds. Evidence of the 
war abounded: AK-47s and magazines, 
webbing, an Ethiopian combat jacket and 
high-leg combat boots littered the place. 
With so much still lying in the middle of a 
busy town, I couldn’t help but wonder what 
was to be seen in the more remote, outlying 
areas. Later in the day, 
Kasai and Goytom drove 
me to the outskirts of 
Massawa. On our way, 
we passed the town 
square on which an 
Ethiopian MiG dropped 
a cluster bomb among 
civilians returning from 
the countryside. Luckily, 
the square sheltered them 
from the air attack. 

Eventually we stopped 
at a solitary tree sur¬ 
rounded by sheets of 
corrugated tin. Clam¬ 
bering through a gap, I 
was confronted by a 
stack of wooden crates 
filled with human bones. 
Ethiopian dead, ex¬ 
plained Goytom. Apparently the site had 
existed for several years, guarded by two 
Ethiopian sentries. The Eritreans were 



Ethiopian carnage often surrounded 
the remains of Eritrean attacks. Here, 
author nearly steps on someone’s 
dismembered foot. 
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Ethiopian army awards ceremony. Objects 
on table are awards; white guy handing them 
out probably is a Soviet adviser. 

unable to offer a satisfactory explanation as 
to why the skeletons had been gathered at 
this spot. Popular opinion is that they were 
the remains of executed soldiers. I wasn’t 
so sure, but a tentative suggestion that it 
might be some kind of shrine for those 
killed during the fighting here in 1977-78 
provoked a negative response. 

“We think they were executed,” I was 
flatly told. 

When we crossed the causeway en route 
back to Massawa, I asked Kasai to pull over 
so that I could photograph two knocked-out 
T-54/55s. Afterward, as I returned to where 
Kasai was parked, I detected the unmistak¬ 
able stench of decaying flesh. I paused and 
looked around, and then down. In front of 
me, protruding from some rubble, was a 
human foot. I had almost trodden on it. 

During our stay at Massawa, Goytom 
had been meeting with local commanders 
of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Army 
(EPLA) — the military wing of the EPLF 
— in order to discuss our visit to the front. 
It was originally proposed that we head for 


Decamere, but now it was decided that we 
forego the 12-hour journey in favor of a 
much shorter trip to Ghinda. In the prevail¬ 
ing situation, one bit of the front would 
seem like another. 

The route from Massawa took us across 
wide open plains dotted with wrecked tanks 
and Ethiopian corpses. There were no 
Eritrean bodies to be seen. During combat, 
EPLF casualties are dealt with immedi¬ 
ately. The wounded are attended to on the 
spot and then casevaced to the rear. Those 
killed are quickly buried in unmarked 
graves. Nobody will say how many casual¬ 
ties have been sustained by the EPLF, but 
the EPLF estimates Ethiopian losses at 
around 300,000 over the past 15 years. 
That’s probably close, but nobody will ever 
know the actual figures. 

Goytom, myself and a fighter we had 
picked up headed toward the front early the 
next day. Nobody said anything. We just 
gathered our belongings and resumed our 
walk. The Eritreans set a brisk pace, 
heading west along the unused Massawa- 
Agordat railway line, a relic of Italian 

EPLF fighter blasts away at Ethiopian army 
during the battle for Massawa. 


colonial mle. After a few kilometers, we 
left the railway line and began to climb a 
very steep, granite hill. Severely weakened 
by my recent illness, I was soon experienc¬ 
ing some difficulty in keeping pace. Al- 


BLOODY BATTLE 
FOR MASSAWA 

At 0100 hours on 8 February 1990, 
the EPLF launched a coordinated at¬ 
tack along the 200 kilometers of the 
Ethiopian defense line stretching from 
Keren in the south to the Ras Kobai, 40 
kilometers short of Massawa. The Erit¬ 
reans quickly overran the Ethiopian 
army’s 6th Divisional Headquarters, 
capturing its deputy commander, Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel Aferwerke Tecle. 

By the following day, the mecha¬ 
nized infantry of the EPLF had ad¬ 
vanced as far as the Asmara-Massawa 
road, where they took Dog’ali. At the 
same time, EPLF seaborne assaults 
were carried out against the Ethiopian 
naval base at Massawa. On the plains 
just north of the city, a vastly superior 
Ethiopian tank force was defeated by 
the EPLF, whose fighters advanced 
ahead of their armor in order to get to 
grips with the enemy. On 11 February, 
the Eritreans dispatched a message to 
Brigadier General Teshome Tesema, 
OC 6th Division at Massawa, asking 
him to surrender or, at least, release 
3,000 civilians being held hostage. 

Convinced that Asmara would soon 
send reinforcements, Tesema refused 
both offers. Concentrating his forces at 
the end of the causeway that was the 
entrance to the city, he awaited the 
inevitable EPLF onslaught. When it 
came, it came from two directions. In a 
remarkable amphibious operation, the 
EPLF had quietly landed troops behind 
the Ethiopian defenses. EPLF casual¬ 
ties were therefore relatively light. Al¬ 
though the first tanks into Massawa 
were knocked out, they were followed 
by others, supported by infantry who, 
together with those deployed along the 
coast, quickly crushed Ethiopian resis¬ 
tance in the city. Tesema was killed, 
and the majority of the hostages were 
saved. 

On 12 and 14 February, the Ethiopi¬ 
ans mounted two seaborne assaults in 
an abortive effort to retake the port. The 
air force also carried out a number of 
raids, inflicting numerous casualties 
among the civilian population. The 
eight-day battle cost Mengistu dearly. A 
conservative estimate places Ethiopian 
losses at one mechanized, three 
motorized and four infantry brigades 
(including about 100 tanks, 75-80 of 
which were captured intact); six or 
sevejv-BM-21s; half-a-dozen 122mm 
artillery pieces and 10 antitank guided 
missiles. Nine (some sources say 12) 
warships were sunk and two (possibly 
five) were captured. The EPLF also 
claims to have shot down two MiG-23s 
and one MiG-21. Up to 8,000 prisoners 
were taken. At the time of this writing, 
Massawa is still in EPLF hands. 

— F.A/. 
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though it was still cool, I was already 
saturated with sweat. Angry with myself, 
and embarrassed lest my guides should 
notice my predicament, I somehow found 
the will to keep going. Just when I felt I 
would surely collapse, Goytom turned and 
asked, “Shall we rest?” 

The brief respite and a couple mouthfuls 
of water enabled me to continue toward the 
summit. We were welcomed by the OC of 
the EPLA’s 1st Battalion, Ghilai Tewolde, 
and his 2IC, Berhane Habte. Ghilai has 
been a member of the EPLF for 17 years. 
Like Berhane, he was a taciturn individual 
who answered my questions without wast¬ 
ing words. 

I learned that the present front line was 
established in February, and now reached to 
within 3-5 kilometers of the Ethiopians in 
nearby Ghinda. Both side’s trenches ran 
roughly parallel and, in one sector, were 
just 50 meters apart. This particular area 
had been relatively quiet since the end of 
May when the Ethiopians attempted a 
breakthrough to Massawa. The attack 
failed, as did another, in the Kubay sector in 
July. The enemy was currently in defense, 
attempting to hold on to Asmara to 


the north. 

Goytom asked whether I still wanted to 
visit the forward area. I assured him that 
I did. 

“Then we must be quick,” he told me. 
“If there is fighting or shelling, we cross 
over in minutes.” He smiled when he said 
this, but I knew he was being serious. 
During our descent into the valley that 


ABOVE: When the EPLF liberated Mas¬ 
sawa, they invited the locals to help 
themselves to Red Cross-supplied 
foodstuffs stockpiled by the Ethiopians. 



ABOVE: Only 17 klicks from the city, 
Ethiopian army relics litter the landscape 
after the Battle for Massawa. 



ABOVE: Eritrean firing from the Ghinda 
front. EPLF would usually harass Ethiopians 
with automatic weapons, while Ethiopians 
would harass EPLF by lobbing over an 
occasional shell. 


LEFT: Marxists no more. Near Massawa, 
author entered a shack and found boxes of 
former Ethiopian fighters. Eritreans say they 
were executed. 
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THE REBEL PROVINCE 


The rebel province of Eritrea borders 
northern Ethiopia, entirely separating that 
country from the Red Sea. It is an ancient 
land, with a history of invasions and 
internal strife. During the 1880s, the 
region was colonized by the Italians, who 
remained until their defeat by the British at 
Keren in 1941. Britain maintained a pres¬ 
ence until September 1952, by which time 
the United Nations had adopted Resolu¬ 
tion 39jOA(v), declaring Eritrea “an 
autonomous unit federated with Ethiopia 
under the sovereignty of the Ethiopian 
Crown.” 

Emperor Haile Selassie subsequently 
deployed his armed forces in Eritrea 
under the guise of protecting the federal 
entity. Soon, however, Eritrean independ¬ 
ent institutions and political parties were 
subverted and freedom of speech, press 
and assembly suppressed. In 1961, the 
Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) was. 
formed. In the face of mounting opposi¬ 
tion, Ethiopia declared the federation to 
be null and void, and Eritrea as “the 14th 
province of the Ethiopian Empire,” Eager 
to maintain valuable local bases, the 
United States supported Selassie by 
providing military hardware and training. 

By 1970, problems with the ELF led to 
the formation of the Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front (EPLF). In 1972, it was 
obliged to contend with both the Ethiopian 
armed forces and the ELF when an ugly 
civil war flared between the liberation 
movements. It lasted 2a years. In Sep¬ 
tember 1974, Selassie was deposed by 
elements from within his own infrastruc¬ 
ture. His successor lost no time in mobiliz¬ 
ing thousands of troops in an effort to 
crush Eritrean resistance, now repre¬ 
sented by an uneasy alliance between the 
ELF and EPLF. But the government’s 
offensive failed. 

Ethiopia faced another set-back when 
the Carter administration, citing the coun¬ 
try’s poor human rights record, decided to 
suspend all further military aid. Ethiopia’s 
response was to close several American 
installations while simultaneously turning 
to the Soviet Union for assistance. Shortly 
after, the United States terminated its 
relationship with Ethiopia. 

With Soviet and Cuban help, Ethiopia’s 
Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam was able 
to launch a massive invasion of Eritrea in 
1978, at a time when the ELF/EPLF held 
most of the countryside, many towns and 
provincial capitals. Both liberation fronts 
were forced to conduct a series of “strate¬ 
gic withdrawals” that heralded the end of 
the ELF as an effective fighting force. The 
EPLF, however, was able to fall back to its 
stronghold base areas in the north from 
where it was able to recover and, in time, 


recapture much lost ground. 

Mengistu conducted five 
campaigns to 1981. The 
sixth, operation “Red 
Star,” began on 15 
February 1982 and 
continued into March. 

It involved some 
130,000 troops, 

40,000 of whom were 
reported killed or 
wounded, and 1,300 
captured. The sev¬ 
enth offensive, fought 
during March-April 

1983, resulted in an esti¬ 
mated 7,000 Ethiopian 
casualties. In January 

1984, the EPLF went on the 
offensive, eventually liberating 
Tessenai in western Eritrea, and a 
large area of the northern coast, including 
the port of Mersa Teklay. Government 
losses are believed to have exceeded 
8,000, including 3,100 captured. 

In the summer of 1985, the EPLF took 
Barentu in the southwest. Subsequently, 
an Ethiopian counterattack on four fronts 
drove the Eritreans from previously won 
locations, including Tessenai and Bar¬ 
entu. The cost, according to EPLF 
sources, was more than 11,000 Ethiopian 
casualties. In October 1985, the govern¬ 
ment’s “Red Sea” offensive pushed the 
EPLF back to defensive positions outside 
Nakfa — a town destined to become a 
symbol of Eritrean resistance. On 19 
March 1988, the EPLF won a crucial 
victory at nearby Afabet, thus relieving the 
pressure on Nakfa after a decade of bitter 
contention. 

Meanwhile, in neighboring Tigre, the 
Tigrean People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) 
was equally successful in opposing Meng- 
istu’s occupation of their land. Although at 
loggerheads since 1985, the TPLF and 
EPLF have now managed to reconcile 
their differences in order to defeat their 
common enemy. In February 1990, the 
Eritreans captured the vital port area of 
Massawa, cutting off Ethiopia’s access to 
the Red Sea. It was a devastating blow to 
the already demoralized Ethiopian armed 
forces. 

With the Soviets’ increasing reluctance 
to maintain Mengistu’s collapsing military 
machine, it should be only a matter of 
months before the fall of Asmara and 
Keren — Ethiopia’s last remaining bas¬ 
tions of defense in Eritrea. With Asmara in 
their hands, say the EPLF, Mengistu’s 
fate will be sealed. 

— F.N. 



separated us from the forward area, we 
would be in full view of the Ethiopians. 
However, I judged the risk to be minimal. 
Neither side was keen to stir up the other. 
The Ethiopians seemed content to lob 
shells over occasionally, none of which 
came close, while the EPLF satisfied 
themselves with sporadic bursts of small 
arms fire. 

We alternately chatted and dozed until 


late afternoon, when Berhane announced 
that it was time to go. It was still extremely 
warm, so I discarded my bulky camera vest 
in favor of a lightweight top and just two 
cameras. 

“Ready?'’ asked Goytom. I nodded, and 
we left the safety of our bunker and cleared 
the crest that sheltered us from enemy 
observation. Below us lay a valley and, 
beyond that, another hill — our objective. 



The whole area was pitted with bomb 
craters. Goytom cheerfully indicated a 
cluster of fragments. He didn’t have to. I 
had already noticed it, along with the fact 
that the jagged steel shards were so recent, 
they hadn’t yet had time to rust. Thank¬ 
fully, the Ethiopians were uninterested in 
wasting precious ammunition on an insig¬ 
nificant target such as ourselves. I won¬ 
dered if they even saw us. 

We soon reached the relative safety of 
the valley. Water parties, each person 
effortlessly carrying a full jerry can, passed 
us and headed up the steep incline, which 
we also had to ascend before arriving at the 
fighters’ positions. I was thankful that I had 
left behind my heavy photo-vest. Even so, 
I was sweating profusely by the time we 
reached the first bunkers. We were greeted 
shyly by youngsters, the mailed fist of the 
EPLF. Some of the girls were truly 
beautiful. It seemed ridiculous that they 
should be toting AKs. 

The hillside was alive with activity. This 
was where the fighters lived when not on 
duty in the trenches, a short distance away. 
I photographed a group clearing some 
ground, assuming it was intended for some 
kind of emplacement. 

“They are making a volleyball court,” 
Goytom corrected me. 

A volleyball court? Well, why not..? 

Elsewhere, people were preparing their 
evening meal. Others cleaned weapons or 
checked equipment. A few just sat and 
talked. A girl was squatting on her 
haunches, holding the hand of the young 
man standing behind her. They gazed at the 
distant mountains, toward the liberated 
areas in the east, each of them lost in 
thought. It was a poignant scene, incongru¬ 
ous under the circumstances. But it was 
also a forceful reminder that this was a 
people’s war — a popular phrase among 
Eritreans. 

Continued on page 78 
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“WE KU FOR FUN” 

Charlie Rangers — Lessons 
and Legends of Vietnam 

by R.B. Anderson 
Photos courtesy author 



The author on “cook” detail. 


R.B . Anderson’s Vietnam war experi¬ 
ences could fill a book (which he claims 
would be called Alone, Naked, Unarmed, 
and Dangerous,). We decided to reproduce 
excerpts from his account starting with his 
arrival in Southeast Asia and through his 
first year in combat and then pick up his 
story in December 1969 when his unit 
became the first Ranger company in 
Vietnam. 

On 16 July 1968 President Johnson 
asked Congress to give 18 year olds 
the right to vote, Nelson Rockefeller 
lambasted his Republican rival Richard 
Nixon, Harvard professor Dr. Henry 
Kissinger continued his tour of NATO 
countries, Fidel Castro visited Marshal 
Tito in Yugoslavia, and Mrs. Anderson’s 
redneck boy arrived in Vietnam. 

Except for the departing old-timers, 
who jeered, there wasn’t a welcoming 
committee. We were loaded on buses 
headed for the compound at Long Binh. 
The ride was uneventful and ... I was 
slightly disappointed that we weren’t 
attacked by a grenade-tossing 10 
year old. 

A sergeant came over and told us he 
needed men for a Long Range Patrol 
(LRP — pronounced Lurp) unit. He said 
that they worked in small groups deep 
in enemy territory, that it was extremely 
dangerous, and that they only took 


volunteers. What did I do? I was the first 
volunteer. 

Just to make us feel better the veterans 
told war stories along the way. The one 
that really got my attention was about 
the NVA having an intense hatred of 
Lurps. Recently, the remains of a cap¬ 
tured 4th Division Lurp team were 
found where they had been staked out 
spread-eagle and skinned alive. 

The only two LRP units in Vietnam 
differed from Long Range Reconnais¬ 
sance Patrols (LRRP) units in that 
LRPs ran combat patrols as well as 
recon patrols. Westmoreland wanted 
special teams that could conduct am¬ 
bushes, raids, POW snatches, and 
would be available for cross- 
border ops. 

Units from ail of Vietnam, including 
Force Recon Marines and SEALs, sent 
their “Sneaky Petes” to the Lurp finish¬ 
ing school. The curriculum was basi¬ 
cally the same as Pre-Recondo but 
much more advanced. Again it was 
necessary to complete a 7-mile run 
loaded down for war, but the conclusion 
of this three-week course was a cadre- 
led combat patrol using NVA as train¬ 
ing aids. 

NVA were pushing heavily laden bicy¬ 
cles up the trail and the trail was flooded 
with the weaving motions of moving 
flashlights. The rule of thumb for count¬ 
ing NVA at night was three to each 
flashlight, but they were so numerous 
(and I was so nervous) that I couldn’t 
keep count. Even to a greenhorn like 
myself, it was obvious that we faced at 
least a battalion. 

The NVA spent the next 15 minutes 
throwing large rocks down our hillside. I 
was baffled by this performance but 
later learned that they were listening for 
the sound of a rock striking metal or the 
moan of a rock striking a man. 

We “stood fast” but were ready to bolt 
at a second’s notice. After what 
seemed to be an eternity the flickering 
lights stopped moving along the trail 


and the happy campers above us 
settled down for a long Central High¬ 
lands nap. 

At the end of the airstrike, we were 
asked to go back up the hill and 
investigate the damage. Again Cham¬ 
bers wisely refused. The best delivered 
air strike will not completely destroy a 
ground unit. We had just stirred up a 
battalion-size hornet’s nest and it would 
be stupid for five guys to blunder back 
into it. Nevertheless when we returned 
to Tuy Hoa, Chambers found himself in 
hot water and only his previous kill- 
crazy performance saved him from 
serious trouble. I learned the lesson 
that “brave” not only meant “closing 
with the enemy” but standing up to 
stupidity as well. 

This first patrol was not the hairiest 
mission I experienced but for me it was 
the worst. It was the worst because I 
didn’t know what to expect or how to 
act. After a couple of more patrols I 
became field adept and by the time I 
had 10 missions I was fairly proficient at 
patrolling. 

I pulled 33 missions during my first tour 
in the ’Nam.... and I can tell some 
terrifying, toenail curling tales of my 
behind-the-lines adventures (some of 
these stories are even true). These 
fables must have grown even better 
after I departed ’Nam, because years 
later I learned, to my great surprise, a 
few of us old-timers had become Char¬ 
lie Ranger legends. 

I N December 1969 word came down that 
the Army was reactivating MeirilTs 
Marauder outfit, the 75th Infantry. A and B 
companies were to be located in the States 
and our unit would have the honor of being 
the first Ranger company designated in 
Vietnam. We would become C Company 
(Rangers), 75th Infantry (Airborne). Al¬ 
though we later became proud of our new 
scroll patch, the change was not initially 
popular with the troops. We were proud of 
the accomplishments of E Company and of 
our singular designation, LRP. We didn’t 
care to be lumped together with LRRP 
units into a new designation. But, like so 
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Medal of Honor winner David C. “Mad Dog” 
Dolby (right) and Terry “Crazy” LeMunyon 
(center) with the author. This picture was 
taken during Mad Dog’s fourth tour (he had 
five) when visiting Anderson and LeMunyon 
upon their return to Vietnam. 


many things in the militaiy, it happened 
anyway. 


“We Kill For Fun” 


Specialist Four Steve Henton gets the 
credit for originating our unofficial motto, 
“We Kill For Fun!” (Officers from other 
units would look at us strangely when we 
saluted with a loud, “Kill For Fun, Sir!”) 
The truth is we did kill for fun. “Charlie” 
Rangers was a “max macho” unit and we 
lived a Hemingway type of existence — the 
more kills a man had, the greater his 
prestige. Since a team’s pointman was 
almost always the first in action, men 
bickered and argued over who would walk 
point. Team 1-3’s point, Sp4 Terry 
“Crazy” LeMunyon, was one of the best 
and smartest killers in the unit and he could 
have had his own team anytime he desired. 
But fortunately for me, team leaders 
weren’t allowed to walk point, and 
LeMunyon condescended to stay with 1-3 
as assistant team leader. 

Besides kills, prestige was gained by the 
lengths one would go to get to the field. A 
member of my team received non-judicial 
punishment (Article 15) for slipping out on 
the first sergeant’s work detail and going on 
a mission. One Ranger, who was wounded 
and about to be evacuated to Japan, went 
AWOL from the hospital and reported back 
to his team for duty. In order to examine 
different patrolling techniques, another 
Charlie Ranger went on a mission with 
November Rangers when he was supposed 
to be on R&R in Bangkok. 

We were young, bold, and 
attracted to combat the way moths 
are attracted to a flame. I have 
spent 20 years wondering why. 

Why were we so eager to put our 
lives on the line? The best expla¬ 
nation I can muster is the unit attracted 
thrill-seekers and thrill-seekers reinforce 
their kind. We were more like a tribe than a 
unit, a tribe with its own passage-rites and 


Drawing by 
Peter Badcock 


brutal mores. 


50:1 Kill Ratio 


Sociologist Joseph Monane maintains 
that a soldier will often work hard because 
“the fear of being thought unmanly by 
one’s buddies can be as powerful an 
enforcer as the fear of the guardhouse. 
When these informal controls coincide with 
the formal, the Army has begun to build a 
soldier.” In Charlie Rangers, the informal 
control (blood lust) coincided with the 
formal (body count) and the result was an 
uninflated 50:1 graveyard dead, kill ratio. 

The need for acceptance was certainly 
the strongest determiner of R.B. 
Anderson’s behavior and I was proud to 
win the approval of the band of cutthroats 
known as Charlie Rangers. Like a young 
buck Indian, I relished the hunt. The 
ultimate “big game” is heavily armed men 
and there is nothing more manly than 
stalking enemy soldiers. 

The attraction wasn’t only adventure but 
power too. I’m only 5’7” but give me an 
M16 with 26 loaded magazines, a sawed- 
off grenade launcher with 30 rounds, a 
S&W .38 snubbed-nose pistol, two clay¬ 
more mines, 10 feet of detonation cord, 
two CS grenades, and six frag 
grenades — I’m badder than the 
entire Chicago Bears. 

Our leaders told us 
Charlie Rangers had 
the highest ground-to- 
ground kill ratio in 
Vietnam. One 
month, it was 
reported that our 
company had 
more kills 
than the entire 
4th Division 
(in defense of 
the “Fighting 
Fourth,” 
most of its 
units were on 
a stand-down 
that month). I 


have no way of substantiating either claim. 
I can attest that over a six-month period the 
1st Platoon’s kill ratio grew to nearly 110:1 
before a couple of mishaps brought the 
numbers back down to 50:1. 

Although I’m sure that we would have 
made the ground-to-ground playoffs, I have 
always wondered if we were indeed the 
kill-ratio champs. Since many people (even 
West Pointers with engineering degrees) 
had trouble correctly counting enemy dead, 
there’s no way of knowing. There were 
certainly ground units who killed more 
commies than we did, but they also took 
many more casualties. 

We had a number of advantages. We 
could * ‘hit and run’ ’ and didn’t have to fight 
“toe to toe” like conventional units. We 
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GREAT 

COCONUT 

CAPER 

Castro Caught Red Handed in FMLN Smuggling Op 

by SOF Staff 


A T SOF we run across a fair amount of 
strange and unusual things. And while 
we often have our suspicions and theories 
about where something came from, who 
manufactured it, what its purpose is, etc., 
rarely is something either solidly verifiable 
or so blatant on its face that it’s worth 
sharing with our readers. The cans of 
“Grated Coconut” pictured on this page 
fall into the latter category. SOF’s Editor/ 
Publisher Robert K. Brown first heard of 
these peculiar “canned goods” at last 
year’s Covert and Operational Procurement 
Exhibition (COPEX) held in Baltimore. 
Our source later came through with photos 
and a letter outlining what he had found. 
His letter and our Tech Editor’s evaluation 
follow: 

Bob, 

After our conversation in Baltimore at 
COPEX , I finally got something together. 
Enclosed you will find nine (9) color 
photographs of grenades that were obtained 
in Honduras. These I inerted in the Held and 
brought back in 1988, so they (the gre¬ 
nades) were moving or started moving 
1988 or earlier . 

As you can see by the photos , the writing 
is in both Spanish and English. I was unable 
to weigh the components, but the weight of 
15 oz. on the can is accurate . Each can 
contained one grenade and one blasting cap 
(non electric), sealed with two corks in a 
copper tube, and a four-second delay fuse. 
To keep the items from rolling around and 
making noise in the can, they were packed 
in venniculite. Additionally , when the can 
was shaken it produced a sound . It should 
be noted that the fuse , even though it is 
painted “training blueis a live fuse. To 
activate you must unscrew the ball position 
and pull, at which time a string attached to 
a wire (twisted wire friction type fuse) will 
start the fuse burning (four seconds approx 
unately). The case of the grenade is light 
metal (tin can thick) and won ’t produce as 
many lethal fragments as a standard U.S. 
grenade. Explosive inside the grenade had 


started to react to the metal and was 
changing color from a mustard yellow to a 
bloody/rusty red. The explosive seemed to 
be packed/pressed in as opposed to cast. 

According to the people I talked to the 
grenades came through Nicaragua and 
possibly Panama for further shipment 
throughout the Americas. These were 
found in Honduras on their way to El 
Salvador, presumably. 



Nothing suspicious about these 15-ounce 
cans of ‘‘Grated Coconut” headed through 
Honduras to El Salvador. Mixed lots featured 
both English and Spanish labels and weight 
given was accurate. 



Surprise inside was East German 
manufactured hand grenades complete with 
friction ignitor. These were canned in Cuba 
and likely en route to El Salvador’s FMLN. 


Tech Editor Peter G. Kokalis reports: 

The grenades inside Castro’s coconut 
cans are relics of another era. Most proba¬ 
bly originating in East Germany, the Eier- 
handgranate 39 (egg-type hand grenade. 
Model 39), together with the better-known 
Stielhandgranate 24 and PH 39 stick gre¬ 
nades (known as “potato mashers”) were 
employed in large numbers by the German 
Wehrmacht during World War H 

The Eierhandgranate 39 can be im¬ 
mediately identified by its egg-shaped, 
two-piece, sheet-metal body (0.02-inch in 
thickness) which has a raised rib around the 
middle and a blue knob with a wing nut 
protmding from one end. 

This is an “offensive” grenade, de¬ 
signed for use where fragments might 
endanger the user. Grenades of this type 
and era usually have thin sheet-metal, 
fiberboard or plastic bodies with no internal 
fragmentation sleeves. Their effectiveness 
depends on a substantial explosive charge 
and the concussive effect of its blast. The 
German Eierhandgranate 39 has a total 
weight of approximately 8 ounces, of which 
50% represents the explosive filler. 

Offensive grenades have a small casualty 
radius and can be thrown from unexposed 
positions during the final assault. They are 
especially effective in enclosed areas and 
are commonly employed in urban fighting. 

The Eierhandgranate 39 is initiated by a 
detonator with a friction igniter and has a 
four- to five-second time delay. The wire 
loop of the friction igniter is connected by 
a short cord to the blue metal cap screwed 
on the end of the grenade body. 

These are later versions of the Eierhand¬ 
granate 39 and the added ring on the bottom 
of the grenade body was used to attach the 
grenade to an object when using it as a 
booby trap. 

After it has been armed by insertion of 
the detonator onto the proper end of the 
blue knob and screwing of the armed fuse 
back into the grenade body (using the wing 
nut to tighten the fuse), just unscrew the 
blue knob and pull the igniter.^ 
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SHADOW 

VOICES 

Tapping Clandestine 
Short-Wave Radio Nets 



by Gerry Dexter 

T HEY speak of unrest. They demand 
change. They call for revolution. They 
are radio stations quite unlike anything you 
hear on an ordinary AM/FM radio. They 
are radio’s shadow voices broadcasting on 
the short-wave bands — covert stations 
practicing an art almost as old as radio, yet 
as contemporary as tomorrow’s headlines. 

Wherever there is a sore spot or an open 
wound on the face of the planet there is 
usually at least one clandestine radio station 
rubbing salt on the wound. 

These secret stations take several forms, 
some more secret than others. The classic is 
one run by a rebel group operating in or 
near the territory of a government it seeks 
to overthrow, broadcasting from easily 
moved, transportable facilities. In other 
cases, antigovemment broadcasters may 
operate from distant but still secret loca¬ 
tions and be backed by groups not directly 
involved in the revolutionary effort. Often 
as not, no revolution is even underway 
— the broadcasts may simply seek to stir 
up the population and help create a climate 
for revolution. 

Sometimes hostile governments will 
provide aid to an existing opposition 
group’s propaganda efforts. In other cases, 
the opposing government may take on the 
job itself, creating a front group that exists 
in name only, behind which it can hide. 

Some groups only have a recording 
studio and are given time on stations 
controlled by governments sympathetic to 
their cause. Some even buy time on 
commercial short-wave stations. 

“Black” clandestine radio was common 
in World War II and Vietnam, but is less in 
evidence now. A black clandestine sounds 
as though it is speaking for one side but is 
actually run by the opposition. Their pur¬ 
pose is to sow misinformation and to pull 
listeners away from the real and more 
strident opposition broadcasts. 

Over the past three decades several 


Mujahid with a small FM transmitter. These 
were used by the Mujahideen’s Radio Free 
Kabul early in the Afghan war. Photo: 
courtesy author 

clandestine stations have gained some 
notoriety. The CIA operated Radio Swan 
(later Radio Americas) as an anti-Castro 
effort for several years, operating from 
Swan Island, off the coast of Honduras. 
During the Bay of Pigs invasion the station 
broadcast a stream of fake coded messages 
(“The fish will rise tonight”) in an attempt 
to make Castro believe the island was 
crawling with agents and saboteurs. E. 
Howard Hunt, of Watergate fame, was the 
author of the cryptic messages. 

“Argentine Annie” played the Beatles 
for British troops as they sailed toward the 
Falklands, trying to convince them their 
cause was lost. Her Majesty countered with 
Radio Atlantico del Sur (Radio South 


Atlantic). 

There is no shortage of clandestine radio 
activity today. Although the shipboard 
Voice of Democracy which was to beam to 
China from the South China Sea never 
materialized, other anti-Beijing voices are 
on the air. The Voice of June 4th, affiliated 
with the Independent Alliance of Chinese 
Students in the USA, originates programs 
in Chicago and broadcasts them via short¬ 
wave from Taiwanese government trans¬ 
mitters. Taiwan and/or the USSR is behind 
a series of stations that broadcast to China 
only occasionally. Such stations as Radio 
Spark, October Storm and others air broad¬ 
casts of only five or 10 minutes before they 
vanish. 

The PLO produces the Voice of Pales¬ 
tine which airs over Radio Damascus and 
other Arab stations. The African National 
Congress uses its Radio Freedom broad¬ 
casts over government stations in Southern 
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Africa as an antiapartheid tool. A variety of 
stations operated by Iran and Iraq claim to 
speak for the Kurdish population in the 
other country. 

UNITA guerrillas in Angola run the 
Voice of the Resistance of the Black 
Cockerel, with U.S. money believed to be 
backing its operation. The same holds for 
the Voice of the Khmer, run by a portion of 
the Cambodian resistance. 

Sponsors Big and Small 

The U.S. government’s Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty air “Radio Free 
Afghanistan,” and RFE/RL has produced 
programs calling for a change in 
government there. The mujahideen run the 
Voice of Unity which broadcasts from 
government transmitters in Egypt. 

A Croatian independence group, 
headquartered in Canada, airs Radio 
Libertas, a daily one-hour program calling 
for Croatian independence from 
Yugoslavia. They buy time on religious 
short-wave station WHRI in Indiana. 

Nicaragua and El Salvador have been 
hotbeds of clandestine broadcast activity 
for years. Although depleted, in strength, 
the Nicaraguan contras continued to 
operate Radio Quince de Septiembre (15th 
of September) right to the end. Another 
station. Radio Miskut, still broadcasts 
support for the cause of Nicaragua’s 
Miskito Indian population. The FMLN of 
El Salvador have used their Radio 
Venceremos very effectively, even 
instructing listeners on the finer points of 
making Molotov cocktails. This station 
took delight in the NASA Challenger 
disaster, labelling two of the lost astronauts 
“war criminals” (they had served in 
Vietnam). 

Cuba has been a favorite target for 
clandestine broadcasters since before 
Castro came to power (Castro had his own 
clandestine stations). Any number of 
Cuban freedom groups have used amateur 
radio equipment to make anti-Castro 
broadcasts. Most are eventually closed 
down by the FCC. Cuba Independente y 
Democractica’s “La Voz del CID” is on 
the air round the clock. The Cuban 

Continued on page 77 


ADDITIONAL READING 

Despite the esoteric nature of the 
subject, there is considerable literature 
about clandestine broadcasting. The 
best book going is Clandestine Radio 
Broadcasting (Soley and Nichols; 
Praeger, NY: about $40). A regular 
clandestine column appears in Popular 
Communications Magazine , available 
on many newsstands. An extensive 
compilation of past and current data 
about times, frequencies and locations 
is available in The Clandestine File 
(Tiare Publications, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 493, Lake Geneva, Wl 53147. 
$27 ppd). 


A SAMPLING OF CLANDESTINE BROADCASTERS 


Station/Backer 

Flag of Freedom 
(pro-monarchist) 

Broadcasting To: 

Iran 

Shortwave frequency 

9.045. 15.565 

Time (EST) 

10:30 p.m. 

Voice of the Libyan People 
(National Front for the 
Salvation of Libya) 

Libya 

11.825, 15.700 

midnight 

Radio Venceremos 
(Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front) 

Ei Salvador 

6.340, 8.835 
(variable) 

7 p.m. 

Radio Caiman 
(unknown) 

Cuba 

9.965 

evenings 

Voice of Unity 
(Muslim Mujahideen 
of Afghanistan) 

Afghanistan 

11,490, 12.230, 15.685 

7 a.m. 

Radio SPLA 
(Sudan People’s 

Liberation Army) 

Sudan 

9.550, 11.710 

8 am. 

Radio Miskut 
(Pro Miskito Indian) 

Central America 

5.560 

6 p.m. 

Radio Libertas 
(Croatian Independence) 

North America 

7.315, 9.495 

It a.m. 

Voz de Fundacion 
(Cuban American 

National Foundation) 

Cuba 

7.315, 9.495 

7-8 p.m. 

Voz de A-66 
(Alpha 66) 

Cuba 

7.315, 9.495, 11.790 

evenings 

Voz de CID 
(Cuba Independente 
y DemoCratica) 

Cuba 

9.940, 6.305 

6:30/7 p.m. 



Guerrilla worker at the FMLN’s Radio Farabundo Marti, sister station of Radio Venceremos. 
Photo: courtesy author 
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.45 Gets It Right 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


T HE .45 ACP cartridge remains ever popular, for good reason, very much on the upsurge, now has its so-called ‘'third generation” 

with those who walk in harm’s way. Colt’s single-action line of semiautos and among them is the Model 4516-1, a compact 

M1911A1 has traditionally provided the envelope into which the .45 with significant potential right out of the box. 

great pumpkin ball has been stuffed. Aficionados carry the Colt in Although it weighs in at a substantial 34.5 ounces, empty 
“condition one” (a round in the chamber, a full magazine seated in (actually only a half ounce more than the stainless steel Colt Officers 
place, the hammer fully cocked and the thumb safety engaged). ACP), the Model 4516 has an overall length of only 7 1/8 inches 

While acceptable for experienced pistoleros, few law enforcement (Colt OM: 7 1/4 inches) with a height of about 5.4 inches (Colt OM: 

agencies permit personnel to carry a single-action handgun in this only 4.9 inches, but the magazine holds one round less) and a width 

mode. Furthermore, it . is difficult to recommend a pistol that, as at the grips of approximately 1.1 inches (ColtOM: 1.27 inches), 

currently manufactured, requires almost $600 worth of custom work The Model 4516-1’s method of operation is short recoil, locked 

before it can be carried with confidence. breech. The barrel and slide are held together by a single rib on the 

Smith & Wesson’s first .45 ACP double-action semiauto, the barrel which engages a recess in the underside of the slide. In a 
Model 645, was a clunker in my opinion. Every bit as large and manner reminiscent of the Tokarev TT-33 pistol, the barrel’s 

heavy as Colt’s Government Model, its handling characteristics locking rib appears to have been machined around the entire 

approached that of a brick. However, Smith & Wesson, a company circumference of the barrel, which permits turning the rib on a lathe 
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and much sim¬ 
plifies this operation. That 
portion of the rib not required for locking has 
been mill-cut away. 

When a cartridge is fired, chamber pressure drives the cartridge 
case back against the breech face. Locked together, the slide and 
barrel recoil rearward a short distance until a shaped lug on the 
underside of the chamber and in front of the feed ramp engages a 
projection on each side of the frame to lower the rear end of the barrel 
and disengage it from the slide. The barrel’s rearward travel ceases 
while the slide continues backward to complete extraction and 
ejection of the empty case before rebounding, by means of the recoil 
spring, to strip and chamber another round from the magazine. 

The Model 4516-1’s frame and slide are mill-finished drop 
forgings made from a proprietary stainless steel alloy. The barrel, 
slide stop, safety levers, and numerous other small components are 
also made of stainless steel. Both the hammer and trigger are hard 
chrome plated. All exterior sharp edges have been radiused and 
rounded off by a special tumbling process. The matte finish found on 
all major parts is produced by vapor blasting. 

The six-groove barrel has a right-hand twist of one tum in 15.24 
inches (about standard for this caliber). Barrel length is 3 1/2 inches, 


just 1/8-inch less 
than that of the Colt OM. In my 
experience, you can expect to lose no more than 50 
fps in muzzle velocity from that obtained by a 5-inch barrel. 
This is insignificant and not enough to affect a bullet’s wound 
ballistic potential. The muzzle end of the barrel has a pronounced 
ring around its circumference which mates with a fixed barrel 
bushing (a third generation characteristic), swaged and press-fit into 
the front of the slide. 

Early prototypes of this pistol were equipped with nested double 
recoil springs. The inner coil of a double spring system can “snake” 
up inside the outer coil and result in a serious stoppage. SOF’s test 
specimen was fitted with a single coil spring riding a full-length 
guide rod made of aluminum alloy tubing. The guide rod’s steel end 
cap is staked in place and retains a spring-loaded rod which protrudes 
from its center hole and a hole in the frame just in front of the trigger 
mechanism to help secure the slide stop. A spring-loaded plunger on 
the end of the slide stop further retains this component by pressing 
against a sheet-metal piece under the grip panel on the left side, 
called the sideplate assembly. A hooked projection on the slide stop 
protrudes through the frame and is forced upward by a shelf on the 
magazine follower to hold the slide rearward after the last round has 
been fired. 

More important are the sights with which the Model 4516-1 has 
been equipped. The fixed Novak LoMount Carry rear sight is superb. 
Without a doubt the finest combat-type rear sight ever attached to a 
handgun, it was designed by Wayne Novak (Novak’s .45 Shop, Dept. 
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S&W MODEL 4516-1 SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber: .45 ACP. 

Operation: .Locked-breech, short-recoil, semiautomatic, double¬ 

action trigger system with slide mounted, ambidex¬ 
trous safety/hammer-drop levers. 

Weight, without 

magazine: ...........34.5 ounces. 

Length, overall: _..7 1/8inches. 

Height: .. .5.4 inches. 

Width: . 1.1 inches (atthe grips). 

Barrel: ....... Six-groove, right-hand tvvist with one turn in 15.24 

inches. 

Magazine: .... .Single-column, detachable box-type with Delrin fin¬ 

ger extension and seven-round capacity. 

Sights: ........Fixed combat-type; front: black oxide blade with 


single white dot, 0.125-inch thick, can be removed 
from its dovetail and replaced by blades of different 
heights to adjust elevation zero; rear: black oxide 
Novak LoMount Carry with two white dots and open 
square-notch, 0.125-inch wide. 


Finish: ..Vfepor-blasted stainless steel with all exterior sharp 

edges rounded off by tumbling. 

Price: ...$714, complete with two magazines. 

Manufacturer: ........Smith & Wesson, Dept SOF, 2100 Roosevelt 

Avenue, Springfield, MA 01102-2208; phone: (413) 
781-8300. 


T&E Summary: ..^....Accurate and reliable. Compact, although somewhat 
heavy. Equipped with the superb Novak LoMount 
Carry rear sight and a replaceable front blade sight. 
Overall excellent human engineering. Magazine 
safety disconnector and slide-mounted safety/ 
hammer-drop are dubious features. 



SOF, P.O. Box 4045, Parkersburg, WV 
26104, phone: (304) 485-9295) — one of 
the most highly regarded combat pis- 
tolsmiths in this country — and is produced 
under license by S&W. Rounded and 
radiused in all the right places, it will not 
impede the important “tap, rack, bang” 
drill. The rear sight’s open square-notch has 
a width of 0.125 inch and this matches the 
width of the front sight blade. An S&W 
design, the front sight can be removed and 
replaced by blades of different height to 
adjust for elevation zero. Novak’s rear sight 
can be moved in its dovetail on the slide to 
adjust the windage zero. Both the rear and 
front sights are black-oxide-finished to 
reduce glare and improve visibility. The 
front sight carries a single white dot. There 
is also a white dot on each side of the open 
notch at the rear. Just ignore them or paint 
them black. They are of no assistance to 
those who practice stress shooting and 
employ a flash front sight picture. 

All three of the Model 4516-1 ’s safety 
mechanisms are located in the slide. A 
firing pin safety consisting of a spring- 
loaded steel plunger is driven upward by 
the firing pin safety lever in the frame when 
the trigger is pulled to the rear. This permits 
the spring-loaded firing pin to move for¬ 
ward after impact by the hammer. 

A spring-loaded, white plastic plunger 
opposite the firing pin safety, called the 
“ejector depressor plunger” operates the 
magazine safety disconnector. When the 
magazine is removed, this plunger presses 
the ejector downward which in turn drives 
the trigger mechanism’s disconnector 
downward to disengage the trigger from the 
hammer. When a magazine is inserted the 
left feed lip holds the ejector upward and 
the trigger and hammer remain engaged. 
Removal of this plastic plunger and its 
spring will permit the trigger to be pulled 
without a magazine in place. This, of 
course, voids the warranty. You decide. 
Third generation S&W pistols delivered to 
the U.S armed forces do not have this 
dubious feature — which has remained 
unwanted by pistoleros since it was intro¬ 
duced on the Browning High-Power 55 
years ago. 

The safety/hammer drop mechanism, 
also mounted on the slide, is ambidextrous. 
When the levers are pivoted downward, the 
trigger is disengaged from the hammer and 
a steel block rotates between the hammer 
and the end of the firing pin. If the hammer 
was cocked, it will fall forward. To fire the 
pistol (double-action for the first shot) after 
engaging this safety, the lever must first be 
rotated upward, exposing a red dot on either 
side of the frame. I don’t like this. A 
spring-loaded, frame-mounted, hammer- 
drop lever is superior as it requires only a 
single downward manipulation and the 
pistol remains ready to fire in the double¬ 
action mode once the hammer has been 
dropped and the lever released. 

In my opinion, the Model 4516-1 should 
be carried with the hammer down and the 
safety lever off (in the upward position). 


After firing, if you want to come down into 
the Weaver ready position and drop the 
hammer, rotate the lever down and then 
immediately up so that you can come back 
up to fire again without having to remem¬ 
ber to manipulate the safety lever. The 
firing pin safety is sufficient to insure 
against an accidental discharge as the firing 
pin can travel forward only after the trigger 
has been stroked to the rear. The trigger 


finger should be removed from the trigger 
and out of the trigger guard after you are off 
the target —-always, and without exception. 
However, if, under stress, you fail to do so, 
the Model 4516-1 safety lever can still be 
rotated upward, although you will momen¬ 
tarily have to release the trigger bdfore 
again stroking it rearward to fire. 

The Model 4516-1’s hammer is of the 
“bobbed” type and is not exposed when in 
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the uncocked position. If you want to fire the first shot single-action, 
you must carefully and slowly pull back on the trigger until the 
serrated top of the hammer is exposed. Hold the hammer with the 
thumb of the support hand and release the trigger. Then bring the 
hammer to full cock. If your thumb should slip off the 
hammer, the firing pin safety will 
prevent discharge (providing you have 
released the trigger). If you don’t like 
this method (I don’t), any competent 
pistolsmith can install an S&W spurred- 
type hammer as they are completely 
interchangeable. 

Trigger pull weights on SOF’s test 
specimen were a surprisingly light 8 3/4 
pounds in double-action and a fairly crisp, 
but heavy 5 3/4 pounds in single-action. 

Although deeply checkered in front, the 
trigger guard is rounded and this is aestheti¬ 
cally more pleasing than either a squared-off 
or dished configuration. 

The frame’s front strap is serrated and has 
been relieved directly under the trigger guard. 

This latter feature permits the hand to ride up 
higher and thus closer to the bore’s axis — a 
desirable attribute as it helps to reduce muzzle 
climb and hence the time needed to reacquire the 
front sight for subsequent shots. 

Manufactured from a thermoplastic alloy of 
exceptional durability, the grips are of one-piece 
wraparound design and are dark blue-gray in color. 

They are adequately checkered, shaped with a flat, non-arched 
backs trap and provide comfort with a satisfactory grip-to-frame 
angle. 

The magazine catch/release, a finely checkered button, is 
positioned just forward of the left grip and in back of the trigger 
guard — a traditional location for U.S. semiauto pistols and 
ergonomically correct. When pressed, the magazine falls freely 
away. The magazine-well has been mod¬ 
estly beveled to assist in the insertion of 
magazines during tactical or speed 
reloads. 

Holding seven rounds, the magazine 
is a conventional single-column, de¬ 
tachable box-type. The steel mag¬ 
azine body has six indicator holes on 
each side, numbered from two 
through seven. The follower is 
made of yellow plastic, which is 
quite colorful, but to what end? 

Manufactured from black Delrin, 
the magazine floorplate is of the 
extended type and provides sup¬ 
port for the small finger of the 
shooting hand. 

Conventional procedures are 
used to disassemble the Model 
4516-1. First remove the magazine and inspect 
and clear the chamber. Rotate the safety lever upward into the 
“fire” position. Retract the slide rearward until the slide stop notch 
on the left side of the slide is aligned with the forward, rounded 
portion of the slide stop. Press inward on the slide stop pin from the 
right side and withdraw the slide stop. Move the slide forward and 
withdraw this group from the frame. Remove the recoil spring and 
guide rod by pressing them forward and releasing the guide rod from 
the small radial undercut in the barrel lug. Pull the barrel rearward 

TOP: Sam Andrews’ unique notebook/holster conceals the S&W 
Model 4516-1 and telegraphs no hint of its real contents. 

Drawing from the Andrews notebook/holster cannot compete with the 
speed of a belt holster. However, the element of surprise can 
sometimes compensate for a lack of speed. 


and lift it up and out of the slide. No further disassembly is usually 
required. If you want to remove the wraparound grips, you must first 
drift out their retaining pin. Then place the pin in the hole at the heel 
of the grips and carefully pry them off the frame. 
Unlike Colt’s Double Eagle, no components will 
fall to the ground after you have done so. 

After cleaning and lubrication, reassemble in 
reverse order. When you run the slide back onto 
the frame, you must depress the ejector, sear 
release and firing pin safety levers down into their 
respective frame slots in order to draw the slide 
rearward so that its slide stop notch is aligned 
with the slide stop hole in the frame. Insert the 
slide stop and allow the slide to return to the 
battery position. 

Holsters and/or the method in which the 
handgun is to be carried —concealed or 
exposed — are every bit as important as the 
weapon itself. Anyone wearing a jacket in 
the lower Sonoran desert when it’s 120 
degrees is either brain dead or attempting to 
conceal a weapon. That type of environ¬ 
ment eliminates a shoulder rig and man¬ 
dates use of a Hawaiian-style shirt if a belt 
holster is worn. You cannot stuff a pistol 
the size of the S&W Model 4516-1 into 
an ankle holster. 

There is another alternative. Sam Andrews 
(Andrews Custom Leather, Dept. SOF, 1040 Southwest 11th 
Terrace, Gainesville, FL 32601, phone: (904) 376-8809 — catalog 
$3), a custom holster maker who I can recommend without 
reservation, has designed a unique notebook/holster for those who 
need to pack concealed and yet want no steel hanging from their 
anatomy. 

The notebook’s three-ring binder accepts medium-sized note 
paper and dividers. A slip-pocket inside the notebook’s back cover 
holds loose papers. On the inside of the front cover is a pouch that 
appears to be made for a calculator, pens, pencils, and other odds and 
ends. The pouch’s flap is retained by an L-shaped strip of Velcro CD. 

Inside the pouch is a suede holster and spare magazine 
pouch, both of which are also held in 
place by Velcro®. They can be 
removed and substituted with 
those configured for other hand¬ 
guns. A leather strap with a dot 
fastener holds the notebook 
closed. A leather strap on the 
spine is provided for carrying and 
to anchor the notebook during the 
draw stroke. Held to the notebook/ 
holster by so-called “Chicago” 
brass screws and nuts, either of 
these straps can be removed, if 
desired. 

In use, grasp the spine of the 
notebook with the left hand under the 
strap. With the thumb of the right hand 
flip open the notebook’s closure strap. 
Open the notebook with the right 
thumb holding down on the note 
papers and back cover. Slide the right hand over to the holster 
pouch’s flap and pull it open. Withdraw the pistol. At the same time 
drop the notebook to the ground. Complete the presentation by 
moving up onto the target from the Weaver position. Fast? No, but 
sometimes the element of surprise can compensate for a lack of 
speed. Belt-type pouch holsters and soft briefcases with hidden 
holsters have become so common as to be almost passe. Experienced 
gunslingers can “make” you with gear of that type from 50 yards 
away. To date, no one we have shown the Andrews’ notebook/ 
holster to has come close to intimating a handgun was hidden 

Continued on page 82 
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READER SURVEY 

Dear Fellow Adventurer: SOF NEEDS YOU! 

In our continuing effort to keep you up-to-date with some of the most accurate and timely 
combat/military reporting in the world, I’d appreciate your assistance in filling out this brief questionnaire. 
It should only take a moment of your time, and will give us vital information about what you think of the 
magazine. Thanks for helping us give you what you want in SOF! 

Cordially, 

Robert K. Brown 
Editor/Publisher 


1. If you purchased SOLDIER OF FORTUNE off the newsstand, what motivated you to 
pick this magazine up? (check as many as apply): 

A. COVER _ 

B. BLURBS ON THE FRONT _ 

C. EDITORIAL CONTENT _ 

D. PREFER TO PURCHASE AT THE NEWSSTAND 
VS. HAVING HOME DELIVERY _ • 

E. ADVERTISING _ 

COMMENTS_ 


2. For each of the following SOLDIER OF FORTUNE editorial areas, please indicate how 



ALWAYS SOMETIMES 

NEVER 

A. POLITICAL ‘THINK’' PIECES 

□ 

□ 

□ 

B. GENERAL MILITARY HISTORY 

□ 

□ 

n 

C. MILITARY & CIVILIAN SMALL ARMS 

□ 

□ ■ 

n 

D. THE AMERICAN DRUG WAR 

□ 

□ 

□ 

E. LAW ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS 

□ 

□ 

□ 

F. OVERSEAS COMBAT/FIGHTING 

□ 

□ 

□ 

G. MERCENARY ACTIVITIES 

□ 

□ 

□ 

H. U.S. MILITARY UNIT PROFILES 

□ 

□ 

□ 

1. FOREIGN MILITARY UNIT PROFILES 

□ 

□ 

□ 

J. GUN RIGHTS SUPPORT/INFORMATION 

D 

□ 

□ 

K. ACTION-ADVENTURE ARTICLES 

□ 

□ 

LI 

L. FIRST-PERSON VIETNAM ARTICLES 
COMMENTS 

□ 

□ 

□ 


3. What part of the world generally interests you the most in SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Magazine’s reporting: 

HIGH 

SOME 

NO 


INTEREST 

INTEREST 

INTEREST 

A. WESTERN EUROPE, such as N. Ireland 

□ 

□ 

□ 

B. MID-EAST, such as Lebanon 

□ 

□ 

□ 

C. SOUTHEAST ASIA, such as Vietnam 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D. SOVIET UNION 

□ 

□ 

□ 

E. AFRICA, such as Namibia and Angola 

□ 

□ 

n 

F. SOUTH AMERICA, such as Peru 

□ 

□ 

□ 

G. CENTRAL AMERICA, such as Nicaragua 

□ 

□ 

□ 

H. SOUTH ASIA, such as Afghanistan 

□ 

n 

□ 

1. EASTERN EUROPE, such as Yugoslavia 

□ 

□ 

□ 

J. PACIFIC BASIN, such as Fiji 

□ 

□ 

□ 

K. UNITED STATES 

□ 

□ 

□ 

4. If it were necessary to eliminate coverage of three of the above which would they be? 

_ A _ B _C _ D _E _ 

. F _G _ 

_ H _ 1 _ 

J _ K 

5. Please indicate your feelings about the editorial content of SOF. For each item, be sure to 

check the box that best reflects your opinion: 





AGREE 

DISAGREE NO OPINION 

A. GOOD WRITERS 

n 

n 

n 

B. BELIEVABLE 

n 

n 

n 

C. TOO CONSERVATIVE 

n 

n 

n 

D TOO DRY 


n 

n 

E. TOO SERIOUS 

n 

n 

n 

F. ENTERTAINING 

n 

n 

n 

G. INFORMATIVE 

n 

n 

n 

H. ACCURATE 

p 

n 

n 

1. TOO "AGGRESSIVE" IN TONE 

n 

n 

p 

J. TIMELY 

n 

n 

p 

K. TOO DETAILED 

n 

n 

n 

L. NOT SUBSTANTIVE ENOUGH 

p 

n 

p 

COMMENTS: 





6. Indicate your feelings about the physical make-up of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE: 

ABOVE 

AVERAGE 

BELOW 

NO OPINION 

AVERAGE 


AVERAGE 


A. COVERS □ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

B. PHOTOGRAPHY □ 

□ 

n 

□ 

C. TYPE READABILITY □ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D. LAYOUTS □ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

E. PHOTO CAPTIONS □ 

D 

□ 

□ 

F. USE OF COLOR □ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

G. USE OF CHARTS, n 

□ 

□ 

□ 

GRAPHS & MAPS 




7. Are you satisfied with the current mix of photos and text in SOF? 


_Yes _No _More Photos 

_More Text 



8. Of our feature articles this month, please indicate your level of interest in each: 

HIGH SOME NO 

INTEREST INTEREST INTEREST 

A. PERSONALITY PROFILE: JOHN MILIUS 

□ 

□ 

□ 

B. PHILIPPINES 

□ 

□ 

□ 

C. SMOKE JUMPERS 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D. MIDDLE EAST 

□ 

□ 

□ 

E. MEDELLIN COPS 

□ 

□ 

□ 

F. ERITREA 

□ ' 

□ 

□ 

G. RANGERS IN VIETNAM 

□ 

□ 

□ 

H. GRENADE SMUGGLING 

□ 

□ 

□ 

1. SHADOW VOICES 

□ 

□ 

□ 

J. SOF 3-GUN MATCH 

□ 

□ 

□ 

K. SMITH & WESSON .45 CALIBER 

□ 

□ 

□ 


9. If it were necessary to eliminate coverage of three of the above which would they be? 
_A _B _C _D _E _F _G _H _l _J _K 


10. Indicate your interest in SOF staff coverage of: 



HIGH 

SOME 

NO 


INTEREST 

INTERST 

INTEREST 

A. SOF training teams 

□ 

□ 

□ 

B. Freedom fighter assistance 

□ 

□ 

□ 

C. SOF’s staff coverage of combat situations 

□ 

□ 

□ 


11. Which COLUMNS do you read and enjoy the most in SOLDIER OF FORTUNE? 


A. COMBAT CRAFT 

HIGH 

INTEREST 

□ 

SOME 

INTEREST 

□ 

NO 

INTEREST 

□ 

B. IN REVIEW 

□ 

■ it 

□ 

C. 1 WAS THERE 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D. FLAK 

□ 

□ 

□ 

E. WORLD SITREP 

□ 

□ 

□ 

F. BULLETIN BOARD 

□ 

G 

□ 

G. COMMAND GUIDANCE 

□ 

□ 

□ 

H. AQM 

□ 

n 

□ 

1. FULL AUTO 

□ 

□ 

□ 


12. What KINDS OF WEAPONS would you most like to see SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Magazine evaluate in the future? 



HIGH 

SOME 

NO 


INTEREST 

INTEREST 

INTEREST 

A. SELF-DEFENSE HANDGUNS 

□ 

□ 

□ 

B. COMBAT SHOTGUNS 

a 

□ 

□ 

C. MILITARY-TYPE RIFLES 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D. FULL AUTO WEAPONS 

□ 

□ 

□ 

E. SPORTING & HUNTING FIREARMS 

□ 

□ 

□ 

F. MAJOR MILITARY SYSTEMS (aircraft, 
armor, etc.) 

□ 

□ 

□ 


13. Overall, do you think SOLDIER OF FORTUNE’S weapons evaluations have been (check 
one): 


_ TOO TECHNICAL _ ABOUT RIGHT _ NOT TECHNICAL ENOUGH 

14. What are the one or two main things that keep you as a valued reader?_ 


15. If you had to think of one or two things that SOLDIER OF FORTUNE is simply not doing 
very well, what would they be?_ 


16. Any other advice or suggestions? 


Your city _ 


_Your state. 


Thanks again, 



A 
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Boulder, CO 80306 
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POLICE BEAT 

Continued from page 55 

why this woman, who stayed to herself, 
living quietly alone, would be brutally 
murdered. 

“Sometimes sicarios have to kill 
someone at random, or even a family 
member or friend, as a test before they are 
contracted to do a hit. Maybe this was the 
motive here,” speculated a uniformed 
agent. 

As I took notes, a wiry man with glasses 
and curly black hair berated me. “You 
gringos only watch. But you don’t do 
anything to help us. You colonial 
imperialists just want to exploit us while 
our people die,” he said, seething. “Why 
don’t you give us the resources to put an 
end to this.” This man was a judge’s 
secretary also investigating the murder. 

“Please help us stop these boys,” 
begged an old lady to me, referring to the 
sicarios, as the body of the murder victim 
was taken on a stretcher to an ambulance. 

“Come on, let’s go,” Cpl. Molina said, 
putting his arm around my shoulder. “We 
see this every day. It’s tough. But someone 
has to do the job,” he told me. 

The next day I accompanied plainclothes 
detectives searching houses and suspects 
for drugs and weapons in poor and 
working-class barrios, but we found 
nothing. What we were looking for were 
small scale mom and pop “kitchens” and 
distributors who cater to consumers of 
basuco, the Colombian version of crack 
that sells for as low as 35 cents per cigarette 
on the streets of Medellin. 

But it seems that the cartel is now 
shifting part of its production operations 
from big jungle labs, which have been 
increasingly located and destroyed by 
security forces, to small labs in Medellin’s 
urban wilderness to keep the authorities off 
balance. Many mom and pop kitchens will 
likely be incorporated. 

In the last couple of years record seizures 
of cocaine have been made. But it remains 
to be seen if the war on cocaine is being 
won. One point cannot be denied: The 
Colombian security forces have hurt the 
drug cartels. 

“Despite [the fact] that the national 
police have lost a considerable amount of 
their men, the same has happened with the 
elements working for the cartels,” says Lt. 
Col. Rodriguez. “They have felt 
considerable casualties, important captures. 
They have been dislocated a little in their 
operations. And, at least, they don’t carry 
on as they used to do, showing off their 
properties, their luxury vehicles, imposing 
their own rule.” 

Steve Salisbury is SOF’s Senior Foreign 
Correspondent. He lives in Guatemala and 
has Filed numerous stories from Central and 
South America for SOF. ^ 



TAC-LINE® 550 
CORD DISPENSER 

Backpackers, Hunters, Military, Campers, Boaters, Climbers. 


. jPj- indispensable 550 lb. test nylon 7-strand parachute cord at your fin- 

I W ' gertips. Tangle free,-ready for use. Self-contained blade allows total 

one-hand operation. Knot tying chart shows how to use 550 Cord. 
Unique ambidextrous Cordui# nylon case attaches with dual 
__ ALICE cl^ps. 8 oz. 

TAC-LINE 550 cord dispenser Select: (01) Camo W/OD cord, (03) Black w/Black cord. 
--- TLC5( ), Thc-Line with Case $17.95 

PASSPORT T-SHIRTS 

III If you’ve ever dreamed of traveling to the far comers of the world 
■ and stopping off at some of the more exotic - even slightly dangerous 
|§§ - watering holes, then we’ve gpt something for you. Made in USA. 

100% oottpn T-Shirts feature colorful fascinating designs that set 

BONE CELLAR — ZANZIBAR 

Not for the squeamish. This underground saloon is located beneath 
an old fbrtres^mtoiaoed with a maze of old tunnels and 

HUMPS - TANGIERS, MOROCCO 

An institution since the 1940’s. Noted for its legendary Gin Martinis 
and hot American jazz. PST4 $12.95 

FLYING TIGERS BURMA. ROADHOUSE - 
RANGOON 

* Established in 1946 by several pilots horn the A.V.G. (American 

\bhmteer Group) who flew P-40’s in WWH.PST9 $12.95 

MEKONG RIVER YACHT CLUB 

No such club, but a very real place. PST1 $12.95 

RUSSIAN MIG-25 

Mikqyan MIG-25 was Russia’s response to the proposed US. B-70 
bomber. Now, it’s used as aMach 2B high altitude photo- 
reconnaissance aircraft PSI24 $12.95 

vs A FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION 
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Handmade in W. Germany. P31707 $19.95 

ESp/ ORDER TODAY TOLL-FREE 

WL 1-800-338-GEAR 

VISA, MC, DISCOVER, AMEX 
OR SEND CHECK OR M.O. TO: 


FRENCH CAMO FATIGUES 


I025-60N Cobb Imemmional Blvd.. Kennesaw. GA 30144-4300 

ASK FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG! 


(No Gunsmithing Required) 

$79.95 
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Items on Right (Clockwise from left.) 
#2004 Black SOF Ball Cap with scrambled 
eggs. Col. Brown's favorite. $10.95 
#2001 Maroon Beret. Sizes 6 1/2-7 3/4. 
(Beret badge not included.) $14.95 
#2010 Khaki Field Cap. Lined. S,M. $22.95 
(#2011 Unlined Field Cap. S.L.XL. $12.00) 
#2021 SOF Ball Cap with Oak Leaf Cluster. 
Distinctive, brilliant white. $9.95 
#7014 Web Belt, black. (No Buckle.) $3.50 
#7012 SOF Silver Military Buckle . $11.95 
#7013 SOF Black Military Buckle. $11.95 
#2020 SOF Oak Cluster Cap, grey. $9.95 
#5005 SOF Duffle Bag. Large size. Black, 
sturdy rip-stop nylon for hard wear. $29.95 

Items Below (Clockwise from left.) 

#7051 SOF Navy Blue tie. Oh, so subtle way 
of letting your presence be known. $15.95 
#7200 SOF Mirrored Sunglasses. $9.95 
#7140 SOF Money Clip. $5.95 
#7045 SOF Zippo lighter. For those who 
value never-fail dependability. OD. $16.95 
#7006 Ranger knife. 4 in. blade, 9 inches 
overall. Grooved grip. Black with bronze SOF 
logo. An impressive instrument. $39.95 
#7161 SOF Watch. Red logo and black, 
waterproof band. 1-year warranty. $29.95 


Items on Left (Clockwise from left.) 

#7033 SOF Magazine Binder. Sturdy black binder keeps 
your issues protected and handy. Holds 12 issues. $10.95 
#5007 Urban Recon 6-pack carrier, grey. This insulated 
pack keeps beverages cold. (Not for use with ice.) $10.95 
#7090 SOF Can Wrap, black with white logo. $4.95 
#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, white with red logo. $6.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag, white with black logo. $4.95 
#7110 SOF Ashtray, white with red logo. $4.95 
#7120 Stein. 12-oz., clear with red logo. $7.50 
#7100 Shot Glass. 4-oz., clear with red logo. $4.95 
#7130 SOF Leather Coasters. Set of 4 with logo. $5.95 


Patches (From left to right) 

#7003 Shield Patch. $4.95 
#7002 SOF Round Patch, OD. $2.95 
#7001 SOF Round Patch, red. $2.95 
#7060 SOF Patch, black. $4.95 

Badges (By vertical rows, from left) 
#7005 SOF Key Ring. $5.25 
#7024 Beret Badge, black. $8.00 
#7023 Beret Badge, silver. $8.00 
#7021 SOF Lapel Pin, silver. $5.95 
#7043 SOF Lapel Pin, gold. $5.95 
#7020 SOF Lapel Pin, red. $3.95 
#7022 Beret Badge, red. $7.00 
#7053 Death to Tyrants Badge. $5.95 





Item Above 

#5008 Otis Gun Cleaning Kit. A 
gun’s best friend in the field holds 
cleaning rod, brass-slotted tips and 
T handles, patches, solvent, in¬ 
structions. All in a pocket-size case 
with OD SOF logo. $29.95 


Items Below (From left.) 

#5010 SOF Fanny Pack. Roomy pack frees 
your hands for important activities. Durable 
black nylon with SOF logo. $24.95 
#5009 Omega Group Waist Pack. Conven¬ 
ient size when you want to travel light. Black 
nylon with white Omega logo. $14.95 
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can c«|j; whether your a< 
tures take^ou to the^Trient or 
Ohio, Chile-or Chicago, ■ 
Guyana or the gym, ^ 
our tgugh gear won'! 
fail fOia^rder now!> 
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P.O. Box 693 DEPT 2-91 
| Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

i CallToll-Free:Mastercard,VISAorCOD 
J orders:1 -800-323-1776, Opera tor 131. 
I For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. Cus- 

! tomer Service: (303) 449-3750. 

PAYMENT:_VISA/MC _CHECK _COD 

CARD #_ 

EXP _ 

NAME_ 

1 ADDRESS _ 

I CITY_STATE _ZIP _ 


PRICE 


SUBTOTAL _ 

P&H _ 

3.7% Safes Tax (Coto. Residents) _ 

TOTAL. 

T-Shirt sizes S.M.L, XL $2.00 extra for XXL 










MIL-TIME, 


THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 


THE AMERICAN SERIES 


PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH 
DATE DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS 
AND HOUR INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND 
WATER RESISTANT • STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH 
RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS CRYSTAL • WATER RESISTANT 
LEATHER BAND • BI-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL 
LONGLIFE BATTERY • LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY 


ACCURATE-RUGGED-HANDSOME 



OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 

456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO, CA. 94066 

ALL ORDERS ADD $3.50(CAN.$7.00)S/H 
CA. ADD $5.07 TAX 

NO EXTRA S/H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 


VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 

1-800-328-3227 

INCA. 415-871-6726 


MODELS AVAILABLE: MARINE CORPS(SHOWN) 
NAVY, AIR FORCE, 82ND AIRBORNE, 101ST 
AIRBORNE, 1ST CAVALRY, 7 TH INFANTRY 
SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS 


SPECIAL OFFER 

$69.95 



■ __ ——— 

-- NON-JUMPING 

VETERANS AND 
FAMILIES ALSO WELCOME 

tied, static-line jumper, this once-in-a-lifetime 


you’re active, reserve or veteran military airborne qualified, static-line jumper, this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity includes: 

• Ground training refresher and BALLOON jump at the Thai Special Warfare Command. 

• A static-line jump from a C-123 Fairchild “Provider" {work-horse of the Vietnam War) with the Royal Thai 
Special Forces. 

• Offical Royal Thai Army BALLOON wings and Royal Thai Army parachute wings, as well as certificates on 
completion of exercises. 

• A special programme of military displays and demonstrations. 

• Excursions to the exotic sites in and around BANGKOK, a luxury river boat cruise to the Summer Palace 
and the ancient THAI capital, and an excursion to the Bridge on the River Kwai. 

• Spectators and guests are welcome to participate in all ground activities and to attend the jump exercises 
as observers. 

The ten-day tour includes round trip airfare from San Francisco (special connecting air fares available); 
deluxe hotel accomodations with breakfast; many other meals and all military and site-seeing tours. Optional 
add-on tour for further jump and B.P.P. wings award, and “Golden Triangle"Jungle Safari. 

The all-inclusive price is $2,988. 

Send a stamped self-addressed #10 
envelope for tour brochure to: 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF AIRBORNE VETERANS 
606 W. Barry St., Suite 181 
Chicago, IL 60657 USA 
(312) 327-3120 




PHILIPPINES 

Continued from page 35 

techniques — but methods essentially 
reinvented by Filipino officers themselves 
through trial and error — to “clear, hold, 
consolidate, and develop” an area. Largely 
self-explanatory, these facets of the 
military’s campaign have spelled trouble 
for the CPP. 

Furthermore, as bad as things are in the 
Philippines, the functioning of democracy 
has meant the CPP has been unable to 
exploit the depressing socio-economic 
situation. People point to the fact that there 
is some movement in the right direction, 
and they are loath to risk their lives for what 
a ballot can achieve. 

This has forced upon the party an 
increased reliance upon terror and political 
action, especially on the international 
scene. The' kidnapping drama that was 
occurring on Negros even as I sat in wait 
with my ambush patrol must be seen in this 
context (see “CPP/NPA Kidnapping for 
the Cause” sidebar). 

“It is normal for the enemy to be 
increasing his use of terror,” Col. Wlejera 
opines, who has himself survived several 
NPA assassination attempts. “He [the 
enemy] is trying to hit back. He must 
answer back. Unfortunately, the CPP/NPA 
goes for our weaker links. You cannot 
expect normal people, or even the police or 
CAFSU, to be thinking all the time about 
guerrilla war. They get sloppy, get killed, 
and the CPP/NPA appears strong.” 

Indeed, the communists have 
specifically sought to hit the militia and 
leading figures in counterguerrilla 
mobilization. Only days before my arrival 
on Negros, the NPA ambushed and killed 
Ike Ballesteros, an important leader in the 
“Sugar Development Foundation” (SDF), 
a planter-funded self-defense fund with a 
$3 million per year budget. After 
Ballesteros’ assassination, his assailants 
tied his body to his jeep steering wheel and 
set it ablaze. 

“Why would they do that? What was the 
point?” asks another planter, rhetorically. 
“Their point is to influence our minds. 
They are going after those who are active in 
the SDF, because they need to make it [the 
SDF] fail. They need people to perceive 
that it has failed so that they will 
abandon it.” 

This would be quite a blow to the 
government effort, because the SDF 
finances virtually one-third of the militia 
effort. Its 18 “Special CAFGU” units, 
often savaged by leftists as little more than 
hired thugs, are now controlled by the 
army’s elite special forces. They are highly 
effective, and their loss would cripple the 
overall militia structure. That, of course, is 
the CPP’s aim. 

Is Robin Just a Hood? 

It may be their aim, but it seems clear 
that a good many people are willing to risk 
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all to fight the communists. How is it that 
we never read much about them? This 
returns us to our second question asked 
some pages ago. 

At the root of the problem lies the 
widespread acceptance by journalists of 
what may be termed the “Robin Hood 
Syndrome” compounded by the “Myth of 
the Noble Savage.” Western culture — 
hence, Western journalism — is steeped in 
the first of these: the people of Nottingham 
revolted only because the evil sheriff drove 
them beyond endurance. Robin, their 
champion, took from the rich to give to the 
poor. Peasant rebellion, it is felt, must be of 
the same genre. All we need do is find the 
evil sheriff, and we will have our villain. 
Need it be said that it is invariably the 
government that is so singled out? 

Added to this is another Western 
element, one which seems particularly 
strong in America, that of die “noble 
savage.” Drawing its roots here, in large 
part, from romantic notions of the 
American Plains Indians, this body of 
thought holds that those who live on the 
land are a finer specimen of humanity than 
the rest of us. They exist, so we are told, in 
harmony with nature, husband scarce 
natural resources, and are possessed of 
profound wisdom. Consequentiy, if these 
individuals (read, peasants) are in revolt, 
something must be rotten. 

Combined, these two ideas would be 
witch’s brew enough. But in the Philippines 
the product has achieved further potency 


due to the cultural role played by 
Christianity, in particular aspects of 
liberation theology which view all 
differences of income distribution in 
structural terms. Inequity, it is claimed, is 
necessarily evil and should spark revolt. 

Interpretation of reality, therefore, 
becomes not a matter for objective 
judgment but a morality play. To deny the 
image of the crucified peasantry is to deny 
the search for justice. The analyst is all but 
precluded from asking whether Robin is 
just a hood, or whether the savage is really 
noble. More fundamentally, could he be 
just savage? 

At no time has this question been so 
important as now, because the CPP — as I 
have already noted — is not only engaging, 
tactically, in widespread terror but is also, 
strategically, on the ropes. The immediate 
bloodshed obscures the more long-term, 
lasting change for the better. 

Though development in all its facets is 
proceeding fitfully, what keeps the process 
going is the democratic structure, with 
officials in an admittedly imperfect federal 
structure striving to meet the demands of 
their constituents. While structural inequity 
remains a profound reality — and an 
underpinning of the Robin Hood/Noble 
Savage analysis — imperfection matters 
little in the popular mind so long as there is 
a perceived movement toward justice. As 
the residents of the CHICKS area can give 
witness, all things are relative. The CPP has 
demonstrated conclusively to many that it 


has become but a group of hoods who are 
savage. 

Tom Marks is SOF’s Chief Foreign 
Correspondent. ^ 


SHADOW VOICES 

Continued from page 66 

American National Foundation’s “Voz de 
Fundacion” airs over WHRI in Indiana, 
which also airs “La Voz de Alpha 66,” the 
program of the Alpha 66 movement (see 
“Alpha 66,” SOF, Nov. ’90). One anti- 
Castro broadcaster is a mystery: Radio 
Caiman (alligator) is a professional 
operation, with transmitters believed to be 
in Guatemala. It never names the 
organization behind it. 

Another mystery station was Radio 
Impacto, supposedly a legitimate 
commercial broadcaster in San Jose, Costa 
Rica. Radio Impacto aired few 
commercials, but devoted much time to 
anti-Sandinista and anti-Noriega 
programming. The station closed down in 
1990, saying it had accomplished its 
mission. Many who follow the clandestine 
broadcasting scene believe it was CIA 
funded, if not actually CIA operated. 

Other clandestine broadcasters are active 
in and near such places as Sri Lanka, 
Burma, Ethiopia, Sudan, Somalia, Libya, 


IX—ATTENTION 


U S Pal. & Other Patents Pend. 


IF YOU OWN ANY SEM-ABTOHJmC WEAPON ON THE USI BELOW 

AR 15 & CAR 15. ARMALITE AR 180. AK 47 CONFIGURATION, SKS TYPE 56. BERETTA AR 70. FAL, MINI 14. MINI 30. 

MAC 11/9, TEC 9, TEC 22. HK 91, 93. 94. MIA, 30 CARBINE. DAEWOO K1. K2 

Have you considered converting any of these to full automatic select fire but red 
tape or jail time got in the way? Have you wanted to “Rock ’n Roll” and 
bought toys with cranks, levers, or three bursts that didn’t work! WELL, the 
HELL-HRE™ trigger actuation system is here! You won’t ever find anything 
closer to a select-fire conversion. BATF approved and legal. 


How.the Hen-fire™ system works: When the unit is installed behind your trigger in seconds, it 
can be micro adjusted to create a “static" condition. This condition is offset when you pull your gun’s 
trigger and countered by the bolt action. You actually will “FEEL" the trigger move against your finger 
at the same rate your gun would fire if it were converted to full automatic. More than anything else the 
Hefl-fire™ trigger actuation system works!! 


• USES YOUR TRIGGER 

• ALL METAL 

• LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

Free catalog sent with every order. 


Not 12 $* 
or 

BUT ONLY 299 5 COMPLETE! 


r, 


Please send me_ 
NAME 

ADDRESS_ 


.HELL-FIRE™ systems at $29.95 each. 


TM 


fREE 

Sh\pp'°9 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


Send Check or M/O to: 


RESPOND BY MARCH 31. 1991 


CROWN SPECIALTY CO. 

DEPT. SF. P.O. BOX 1 7 
ATMORE, AL 36504-0017 
(205) 368-8652 
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DEVELOP THE BODY YOU'VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF. ADD 
INCHES TO YOUR CHEST, ARMS, AND THIGHS. SCULPT YOUR 
STOMACH, BUTTOCKS, AND CALVES. THE BODY SCULPTOR 
BURNS FAT, TONES MUSCLES, AND RELIEVES TENSION. 
ADJUSTABLE ELECTRICAL IMPULSES WORK YOUR MUSCLES 
MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN REGULAR EXERCISE. IT'S 
MEDICALLY PROVEN, EFFORTLESS AND SAFEI 


USE IT AT HOME, IN THE OFFICE, TRAVELING, EVEN WHILE 
WATCHING T.V. OR READING. WE ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE 
RESULTS IN 30 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK, 


* COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS 

* PORTABLE 

* EXPANDABLE 

* FREE CARRYING CASE 

* MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT! 

BODY SCULPTOR 400: 
4-PAD UNIT W/BATTERIES 
ONLY $159+$5 POSTAGE 
& HANDLING 



BODY SCULPTOR 800: 
8-PAD UNIT WlBATTERIES & 
AC ADAPTER, ONLY $295 + 
$10POSTAGES HANDLING 


CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 



For FAX orders: (714) 854-5951 
OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TODAY TO: 


DAVID STEELE ENTERPRISES, INC. sf 
64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite 400, Irvine, CA 92715 
Sculptor 400 Qty_Sculptor 800 Qty_ 

□ Checks or Money Order Enclosed 

□ Visa/MC ft _Exp. Date_ 

Name_ 

Address____ 

City_State_Zip_ 


JEFF COOPER’S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE ^ 


% 


••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, intermediate, and advanced. 


• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 


• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 


• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 

WE A RE “THE FIRST WITH THE MOST” 



For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX 401-S 
PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 


Iran/Iraq, Colombia, Laos, North and 
South Korea. 

The Soviet Union has recently reduced 
its involvement in clandestine radio. The 
departure of the Pinochet government in 
Chile brought the end of two anti-Chilean 
government programs that had aired over 
Radio Moscow. Earlier, support was 
removed for broadcasts of the Turkish 
Communist Party. The USSR’s efforts with 
anti-China broadcasts also has been 
cut back. 


As a Spectator Sport 

Readers with shortwave receivers can 
tune in on a number of these broadcasts and 
get a varied earful of this never-ending war 
of the airwaves (see “A Sampling of 
Clandestine Broadcasters” sidebar). Many 
clandestine broadcasters can be heard in 
North America only occasionally, and few 
broadcast in English. 

No matter what the orientation of a 
clandestine broadcaster and its backers, all 
such stations play an important role in 
achieving their goals. They provide 
information (and disinformation). They 
build morale for their side, and sow 
discontent and confusion among the 
enemy. Sometimes they fail and slink 
away, perhaps vanishing forever, or 
perhaps only until their cause is strong 
enough to try again. Sometimes arguments 
are settled and the broadcasts cease. And 
sometimes they win, to emerge from the 
shadows and ride with the victors into the 
capital. 

Either way, these secret voices play a 
serious game, a game unconcerned with 
commercials or call-in contests. They are 
concerned with who’s going to end up 
running a nation. Radio’s power to help 
those on the outside get to be king of the 
hill has been demonstrated endlessly 
through the last 50 years. And it will 
continue to be. 

When the nightly news tells us about the 
world’s newest hot spot, you can be sure 
there are already voices there, speaking 
from the shadows. 

Gerry Dexter is a Wisconsin-based 
freelance writer who specializes in radio 
and covert operations. * 


SAMURAI DIRECTOR 

Continued from page 29 

beat,” he said. Milius acknowledges that 
ultimately history is usually written only in 
military terms. 

In Intruder this becomes patently clear 
when the all out bombing of Vietnam is not 
ordered until the renegade pilot, Jake 
Grafton, stages his own private attack on 
the infamous SAM City missile area. 

Milius always looks at both sides of the 
conflict though. His agent once asked him 
what he thought of the Colombian cartel 
causing so much armed upheaval. After 


first suggesting sending in the Marines and 
mopping up the survivors with bombers, he 
paused thoughtfully and grinned. “But you 
know I kind of like these guys in a way. I 
don’t like what they do, selling dope. But I 
like their panache. I mean they were just a 
bunch of peasants who found a way to 
make an incredible amount of bread and 
now the rest of the world wants to take it 
away from them.” 

This looking at both sides of battling 
warriors is often reflected dramatically in 
Milius’ films. The Cuban colonel in Red 
Dawn who understands the American resis¬ 
tance and only wishes to return to his wife 
and home. The obvious similarities be¬ 
tween President Theodore Roosevelt and 
the Berber chieftain Raisuli, in The Wind 
and the Lion. Milius’s Roosevelt makes a 
wonderful admission that often your ene¬ 
mies are the only real luxury a political 
leader may have. 

Hopefully we will be seeing John Mil¬ 
ius’s brand of film making for years to 
come, that is unless his one nightmare 
catches up with him. It seems he dreamed 
he was on trial for war crimes. Perhaps Jane 
Fonda was the prosecuting attorney and 
liberal film critic Pauline Kael the judge, 
God knows who was on the jury. Genghis 
Khan spoke on his behalf and friend 
Spielberg was brought to the stand as a 
character witness. In the end, however, the 
jury found him guilty anyway. Perhaps he 
was sentenced to endlessly view Comrade 
Fonda’s films until the end of time. Milius 
smiles at the thought, like the prisoners in 
The Great Escape , you know in his dreams 
he’ll break out to fight back with film on 
another day.^ 


AFRICA’S LOST WAR 

Continued from page 61 

I was taken to the forward positions. 
There, snipers patiently waited in trenches 
and dugouts for movement ffom the other 
side. One youngster had accounted for 57 
kills over the past three months. 

The fighters were lightly equipped with 
captured Soviet AKs and four or five 
magazines apiece. (In battle, they carried an 
additional 200-300 rounds.) Many carried 
sidearms and stick grenades in a belt 
manufactured ffom Ethiopian army boot 
leather. Some sported Soviet bush hats and 
Ethiopian combat jackets. Others were 
dressed in khaki shirt, shorts and canvas 
gaiters. Everyone wore locally produced 
black plastic sandals — the only 
concession to uniformity that I could see. 

There was little point in our hanging 
around. As dusk approached, we made our 
uneventful way back to the fire 
support line. 

Apart from a few incoming shells which 
landed somewhere on our right flank, 25 
August would pass peacefully — or so we 
thought. We left the area late in the 
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AS SEEN ON Q> 

SAVE GAS! CUT ENGINE WEAR IN HALF! 


Slick 50, the space-age miracle engine 
treatment applauded by Consumer’s Digest 
magazine, prestigious independent 
laboratories throughout the world, and over 
15-million satisfied automobile, truck, RV, 
boat, and heavy equipment users, is now 
available to you. 

One treatment with Slick 50 can cut your 
engine wear in half and make your engine run 
smoother, quieter, faster, and cooler than ever 
before. Slick 50 makes an unmistakable 
difference you can hear and feel in both newer 
and older cars. 

_ The Secret Is PTFE _ 

PTFE is an abbreviation for polytetrafluoroethylene. 

The Guinness Book of World Records calls PTFE the 
slipperiest solid substance known to man-the 
equivalent of wet ice on wet ice. The Space Shuttle 
Columbia uses PTFE in its gears and bearings because 
it’s the only chemical lubricant that can withstand the 
heat and corrosive elements of space. It won’t rust, is 
immune to acids and alkalines, and the more pressure 
it's under, the more slippery it becomes. 

Slick 50's unique actuated formulation bonds these 
powerful PTFE resins to the mechanical surfaces of all 
internal combustion gasoline and diesel engines, 
creating a strong, protective coating that can 
dramatically reduce friction and wear. 

7 Ways Slick 50 Can Save You 
Money and Increase Reliability 



INCREASE POWER 
■ IMPROVE PERFORMANCE 

■ SAVE THOUSANDS OF $$$ ON REPAIR 
BILLS, MAINTENANCE & OVERHAULS 

■ The premiere EPA-recognized engine and 
lubricant testing lab in the U.S. conducted a strictly- 
controlled experiment using industry standard ASTM 
procedures. They found that a Slick 50-treated engine 
showed 50% less engine wear than an untreated 
engine and fuel consumption was reduced. To our 
knowledge, it is the only product of its kind to pass the 
punishing wear reduction tests conducted by an EPA- 
approved lab using nationally accepted ASTM standard 
procedures. 

■ The Automotive Services Council for 
Pennsylvania torture-tested Slick 50 and televised the 
astounding results on WTVE. Three cars, with 75,000 to 
129,000 miles on their odometers, were treated with 
Slick 50. Six months later, the oil was drained from each 
vehicle, and the cars were driven, without the oil plugs, 
for about a half hour. The water temperature never rose, 
and the engines sustained no apparent damage. 

_ Testimonials _ 

■ Increased Power Wins Races 

Dirt track champion, winner of over 40 modified stock 
car feature racing events and recent winner of 11 racesin 
15 starts, says:“We've tested lots of products and found 
Slick 50 to be the best there is. It allows us fo push the 
car to the limit and not be worried about hurting the 
motor." 

Andy Belmont, NASCAR “Rookie of the Year" 
National Champion NASCAR 
Charlotte/Daytona Dash Series 


Although individual results may vary, tests have shown 
that Slick 50 effectively: 

1. Reduces gas consumption. 

2. Prolongs battery life by decreasing drag on starter, 
resulting in less amperage being required for start¬ 
up. (Makes cold weather starts faster and easier.) 

3. Helps extend the life of internal metal, mechanical 
engine parts. 

4 Lowers peak engine operating temperatures, helping 
to prevent overheating and oil breakdown even under 
the most demanding conditions. 

5. Increases horsepower and compression (especially 
important for small economy cars and large RVs). 

6. Lowers maintenance costs, reduces repairs, and 
minimizes or eliminates costly overhauls. 

7. Makes an automobile last longer and keeps its resale 
value high. 

How to Conquer Your 
Engine’s #1 Enemy— 
Lubrication Starvation 

Slick 50 is a metal treatment that bonds actuated PTFE 
to all mechanical moving engine parts, creating a 
strong, durable, lasting, dry-film protective coating that 
provides full-time lubrication even when there is 
insufficient oil on the parts like at start-up and when 
engine heat has broken down the oil. Instead of metal 
rubbing against metal, PTFE glides against PTFE, 
reducing friction and wear. It is this unique ability of 
Slick 50 to dramatically reduce friction that's 
responsible for its cutting engine wear by 50% or more. 

Most Often Asked 
Questions About Slick 50 

How is Slick 50 applied? 

Slick 50 is easy to use At your next oil and filter change, 
simply substitute one quart of Slick 50 for one quart of 
new oil being added Drive the car for 30 minutes, and 
leave Slick 50 in the crankcase. As the engine operates, 
the oil will carry Slick 50 throughout the engine where it 
bonds to the porous metal surfaces. 

Does it have to be used with every oil change? 
Certainly not. One treatment with Slick 50 provides anti¬ 
wear protection for more than 50,000 miles. It remains 
bonded to the engine parts no matter how many times 
the oil is changed. 


Does Slick 50 have any affect 
on automobile warranties? 

No. The use of Slick 50 does not in any way affect a car’s 
warranty. Petrolon, the manufacturers of Slick 50, has 
letters on file from automobile and engine 
manufacturers to document that fact Slick 50 carrier oil 
meets or exceeds all specifications that Detroit applies 
to products added to an engine. New engines need at 
least a 3- to 4-thousand mile burnishing-in period. Slick 
50 should not be added until the first oil change. 


■ Increased Gas Mileage by 20% 

■ Fewer Repairs & No Major Breakdowns 
in 200,000-Mile-Plus Fleet Vehicles 

“Our newspaper has a fleet of 65 vehicles that have been 
completely treated with Slick 50 products, including 
engines, automatic or manual transmissions and 
differential drive gear boxes. Asa result of the treatment, 
gasoline mileage increased by 20%, and engine break¬ 
down decreased tremendously." 

■ Eliminated Repairs on Police Cars 


Internationally-Recognized 
Labs Unanimously Agree 
on Slick 50 Benefits 

■ Consumer’s Digest Magazine in the March/April 
1982 issue, stated: We were somewhat skeptical at 
first, but it turns out that Slick 50 does exactly what 
Petrolon, the manufacturer, claims it does. In fact, 
the more we looked, the more facts stacked up on 
the product’s side. The substance does, in fact, 
suspend the oil and will adhere to engine parts. The 
process by which this is accomplished is a closely- 
guarded secret.... Slick 50 does reduce engine heat 
and ordinary wear, and our informal tests indicate 
that it will improve gas mileage by about 2 or 3 miles 


■ Fuel Savings 

"Thank you for the cost-effective, budget-saving benefits 
of Slick 50 engine treatment. I bought the product about 
four years ago for treating our city police cars. Since that 
time, we are happy to say, all car engines have been vir¬ 
tually trouble free. They haven’t needed any repairs at all. 
Also our fuel savings have been noticeable." 

Money-Back Guarantee 

Now your car can run better, faster, quieter, smoother, 
and last longer than ever before. And you could easily 
save thousands of dollars in gasoline, maintenance, 
and repair bills. Find out for yourself why over 15-million 
people are excited about Slick 50 We're so sure you'll 
be excited too, that we offer a 100% money-back 
guarantee. Call or write today. 


per gallon.’’ 

■ TUV, the West German 



100% Money-Back Guarantee Order Form __ 

I want to extend the life of my engine, improve 
performance, and save money. Rush me risk free: 


n 


equivalent of our Underwriter’s I 
Laboratories and foremost I 
automotive testing authority in 
Europe, found substantial I 
increases in both gas mileage and I 
horsepower resulting from a 
reduction in friction. 


_One quart of Slick 50 at $29.95 plus $3.95 shipping & handling. 

_Two quarts of Slick 50 at $59.90. Free shipping. 

Enclosed is my: Q Check Q Money order Q Visa Q MasterCard 
Please make your check or money order payable to SLICK 50. 
California residents add $2.02 per quart sales tax. 

Card #_Expiration Date_ 


I 

I 

I 


■ Nordisk Motor Test Center, 
Sweden’s most advanced 
motor-testing facility, reported a 
10% to 17% decrease in fuel 
consumption and attributes to 
Slick 50, "better sealed engines, 
performance increases and 
cleaner exhaust.” 


Name (please print)_ 

Address (FOR UPS DELIVERY) 


I City_State_Zip_ 

SLICK 50 - Dept. 87 For Immediate Delivery I 

12015 Sherman Road Call 24 Hours Toll Free 1 


North Hollywood, CA 91605 

© 1990 Melvin Powers 


1-(800) 453-2900 , 
_ SF 2/91 I 
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DEFEND YOURSELF 


Our right to bear arms has 
never been under such se- 

m i-ious threat. Having suc¬ 
ceeded in banning semi¬ 
automatic weapons in 
California, anti-gun 
activists are aiming for 
total gun prohibition. 

That Every Man Be 
Armed is the outstanding 
book on the history and 
meaning of the Second 
Amendment. The book is 
essential reading for every 
gun owner to know and defend his or her rights. 

“The book-length version of the bumpersticker, They 
Can Have My Gun When They Pry It From My Cold 
Dead Fingers." — ETHICS 

“The encyclopedic book on the Second Amendment, it 
is must reading for all those interested in the right to 
possess firearms” — DON B. KATES, JR., Esq. 

“The most thorough examination of the historical 
evolution of the right to keep and bear arms ." 

—MUZZLE BLASTS 

274 pages, paperback (6” x 9"), index. Item #1160 

lll + Order Today! Only $14.95 postpaid 


Toll Free 1-800-927-8733 

Credit card orders only. 24 hours a dav. 


■LibertyTree: Review and Catalogue ■ 

• 134 Ninety-Eighth Avenue, Oakland, CA 94603 * 

la Please send__copies of book. Full payment I 

■ enclosed (CA residents add 6.25-7.75% sies tax). I 
!□ Please send me your latest catalogue — FREE! J 
iName_I 


| Address_ 

|City/State/Zip _ 


Jog, Work, Relax in 
SOF Sweats for Men 



To hell with candy-colored designer 
warm-up suits! These honest sweats 
for real men give you what you want— 
high-quality warmth and protection in 
a no-nonsense color. Practical,durable 
clothing at a very good price! 

Sizes S,M, L, XL 

#1030 Sweatshirt, Black $14.95 

#1029 Sweatpants, Black $15.95 


(Add $3 P&H 1st item, $1each additional item.) 
Call Toll-Free to Order - VISA, MC only. 

1-800-323-1776, Operator 131 
Or Send Check or Money Order to: 

SOF Exchange 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


afternoon, unaware that the Ethiopians had 
mounted an offensive to recapture lost 
ground west of Decamere (our original 
choice of destination). According to an 
EPLF radio bulletin, the Ethiopians lost 
1,800 men. While this was going on, the air 
force bombed two villages south of De¬ 
camere, at Mai Edaga and Adi Ba’ikel. 

The next day, we visited the coastal 
region of Afta, Zula and Foro so that I could 
take some pictures of everyday life, away 
from the front. On the way to Foro, near a 
village called Ungha, we were obliged to 
head across country to get to an elevated 
road. When it was discovered that the 
incline was too steep for the Toyota, 
Goytom decided to climb the slope and 
wait until we found a way to the road. We 
drove several kilometers before finding an 
opening. Later, the locals politely inquired 
whether or not we knew that our route had 
taken us through a mine field. Goytom 
must have been possessed by some kind of 
sixth sense. That, or he had a very sick 
sense of humor. 

Celebration and the Long Road Home 

After Foro, we headed north, pausing 
again at Massawa before continuing to 
Afabet, Nakfa and, finally, Orota, which we 
reached on 30 August. While at Orota, we 
learned that on the 27th the Ethiopians had 
thrown four battalions against the EPLF at 
Ghinda, either side of where we had stayed 
just two days previously. EPLF radio 
claimed that 200 enemy died, while another 
250 were wounded. More than 100 “light 
weapons” were seized. 

On 31 August, Eritrea prepared to 
celebrate the 29th anniversary of its strug¬ 
gle. At midnight, amidst much dancing and 
singing, countless AKs were fired into the 
air, the red tracer arcing lazily over the 
moonlit hills ringing Orota. 

I left Eritrea soon after. Six days of 
extreme boredom followed in Port Sudan. 
Sudan Air was unable to provide a single 
aircraft to transport a growing crowd of 
very disgruntled ticket holders to Khar¬ 
toum. Someone claimed that mechanical 
problems had grounded all but one ma¬ 
chine, which was required for external 
flights. Others blamed fuel shortages due to 
Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Whatever the reason, I was left with no 
option other than to purchase a seat on an 
antiquated, dangerously overcrowded bus 
for what should have been a 12-hour trip. It 
took 24 hours, and was one of the most 
frightening journeys I have ever experi¬ 
enced. The bus had a twisted chassis that 
made it seem as though we were aiming 
directly at oncoming vehicles, some of 
which obviously had their own chassis 
problems. I was genuinely surprised when 
we finally reached our destination. 

As soon as I was booked into a hotel, I 
contacted the Eritrean Relief Association 
(ERA) for an update on the war situation. I 
already knew that the Ethiopian air force 
had bombed a food convoy at Tessenei in 
western Eritrea on 31 August, damaging 


one vehicle. I was also aware that on 4 
September, Massawa had been bombed. I 
was becoming used to hearing about events 
I had missed. I was dismayed, however, 
when told that on 8 September, while I was 
kicking my heels up in Port Sudan, that the 
Ethiopians had launched a major offensive 
along the Asmara front. Five days later, the 
battle was still raging. 

Had I known in time, I could have been 
back in Eritrea within 24 hours. Now, there 
was nothing I could do. The next “sched¬ 
uled” flight to Port Sudan was not until 18 
September. By the time I arrived in Eritrea, 
the action would probably be over. Regret¬ 
tably, I had to accept that I was not destined 
to witness what may be one of the big 
offensives of the war. 

I later discovered that the Ethiopian 
offensive which began on 8 September 
lasted several days before it was crushed. 
Then, at the end of September, the Ethiopi¬ 
ans again attacked Decamere, this time 
with three divisions. This attack also failed, 
with Ethiopian losses estimated at 11,000. 

A few days later, however, I did manage 
to get within 6 or 7 miles of Asmara. I was 
in a Boeing 707 at the time, overflying the 
city en route to Harare. As I gazed at the 
mountains far below, it was difficult to 
believe that I had driven and walked across 
that very same terrain. It was even harder to 
imagine that a vicious war was being 
waged down there. From where I sat, it all 
looked so deceptively peaceful. 

The other passengers barely glanced at 
the passing scenery. To them, it was just 
another range of mountains somewhere in 
East Africa — unrelenting, monotonous 
and hardly worth a glance. I know a few 
thousand Eritreans who would beg to differ. 

Frank Noble is an Australia-based photo- 
joumalist. He previously served with Brit¬ 
ain's Royal Marines and has published 
numerous articles. ^ 


FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 24 

sors are not used for clandestine opera¬ 
tions, although they unfairly still carry 
the public stigma created by the Na¬ 
tional Firearms Act of 1934 — as do 
machine guns. Most are employed by 
those would like to shoot without ear 
protection and others who wish to shoot 
indoors or in outdoor areas where noise 
will disturb either neighbors or game 
animals. They can be obtained without 
regulation or restriction throughout 
most of the world. 

Compact, lightweight, easy to main¬ 
tain and possessing a high degree of 
sound reduction efficiency, the Warp 6 
establishes itself as the 9mm sound 
suppressor against which all others 
must be judged.^ 
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You don’t have to be in the 

K iate a good boot, 

nile forced 
:hes, maneuvers 

Alocto_it’e 

AldMU, 11 b 

familiar territory 
to a company j 
mat began outfitting loggers and f 
trappers 54 years ago. jk 

So we weren’t surprised ■ 
to hear a while back that some M 

lieutenants from Fort Lewis were f 
buying our boots and dyeing them, w 
“Why don’t you make * 
these in black?”they asked. 


Our 1000 denier Cordura' nylon insets have ten times the 


That sounded like an order 
to us, so we had our full-grain 

leather tanned 

Mp black inside and u 
ilRM out (that way it 

doesn’t show uf tm 

white at the 

OneJirvjiebte^^£&' Seams), CUt it 

said our Tbinsulate' insulation +, I7A tolW 

was so good be couldn't tell his LWU UlLllCo LdllCI -■ 

boots Here on fire. at fljg fop ( S0 y 0U 

can tuck your pants in), and added ' 

D-rings (for dress wear). [ % *** 

And now we’re even taking I 
or ders fro m raw recruits. All over ■■ 

hie country. with components pro 

But you’re not size. And with heel w 

. Jjm the only peopie who to disperse shock. 

! work with your feet. No matter wha 

Think of the police, do, call Danner for the 

Firefighters, boots and shoes 4 

ones wbu mmited'fite waterproof _ ' ’ ■ 

Gore- Tex™ liner set en years ago. W6 110 W 01161 

the full range of service footwear, b&Jr " 
including the only walking shoes 


Call us for a 
free brochure or 
the name of your nearest 

k Danner dealer. 
1-800-345-0430. 
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10,000 

FIREARMS 

BARGAINS 

Are you a gun trader? Gun fEr 
collector? Or are you just 
plain interested in guns? If 
you are, you'll profit from 
reading the bargain-filled 
columns of SHOTGUN 
NEWS, now published 3 
times each month. It's t 
leading publication for the sale, purchase and 
trade of firearms and accessories of all types. 
SHOTGUN NEWS has aided thousands of gun 
enthusiasts locate firearms, both modern and 
antique - rifles, shotguns, pistols, revolvers, 
scopes, mounts.. .all at money-saving prices. The 
money you save on the purchase of any one of 
the more than 10,000 listings 3 times a month 
more than pays your subscription cost. You can't 
afford to be without this unique publication. 

Free Trial Offer! 

Money Back Guarantee. 

That means you get 36 big issues. What’s more, if 
you're not completely satisfied, just tell us. We'll 
immediately refund your money in full and you can 
keep the issues you already have. Fair enough? You 
bet! Fill in the coupon below and mail it today! 

★ ★★★★★ 

MASTERCARD & VISA CUSTOMERS 

(Subscriptions Only) 

CALL 1-800-345-6923 

★ ★★★★★ 

1 YEAR (36 Issues) • $20.00 

Sample Copy $3.00 


The Trading Post 
for anything 
that shoots. 


tgun 

llews 
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SMOKE JUMPERS 

Continued from page 39 

allotted seven minutes. 

My drive home took me near the fire site 
and from the road I could see billows of 
smoke rising from a steep hillside. I spotted 
the DeHavilland returning to base, and saw 
an “air attack” plane circling. Now know¬ 
ing what to expect, I waited a bit and then 
saw a PBY Catalina lumbering toward the 
blaze. It vanished into the smoke, and then 
emerged, dumping thousands of gallons of 
water onto the flames. Churning back to the 
nearby Columbia River, the PBY found a 
straight stretch and went down, scooping up 
thousands of more gallons without stop¬ 
ping, and then headed back for a second 
pass. I couldn’t see them, but I assume that 
the eight smoke jumpers from the Northern 
Cascades base were on the ground, digging 
their fire trails. The hillside was very steep 
and nasty looking, and I hoped that none of 
them had “treed-up” or come to grief on 
landing. At least, I thought from my 
roadside vantage point, they won’t have a 
long pack-out. 

Applicants must meet the physical crite¬ 
ria mentioned, complete form SF 171 
which is obtainable from Forest Service 
offices or from a Post Office, and send it to 
a regional personnel officer — address also 
obtainable from the Forest Service. Appli¬ 
cations must be made between 1 December 
and 15 January of each year. 

A veteran of many African wars, Contrib¬ 
uting Editor Bob MacKenzie spends a great 
deal of time covering world hotspots for 
SOF. This assignment gave him an oppor¬ 
tunity to cover a “hotspot” in his own 
Northwest backyard 


DESERT SHOOTOUT 

Continued from page 43 

down, would have a most adverse effect on 
your score. The ability to coordinate your 
efforts was decisive at this stage. 

Stage 7 was another team stage, straight¬ 
forward in concept and devilishly difficult 
to pull off without a hitch. All four team 
members positioned themselves behind a 
wall, about 6-feet wide by 4-feet high. 
Three men were equipped with rifles and 
one man with his pistol only. On the other 
ride of the wall were numerous knockdown 
targets (10-inch plates), situated in groups 
located between 50 and 200 yards from the 
wall. I can’t tell you how many targets there 
were, but it was a substantial number (as 
somebody probably said at the Little Big 
Horn, “It’s your job to shoot ’em, not count 
’em”). At the start signal, all team mem¬ 
bers would pop up from behind the wall and 
engage the targets as rapidly as possible. A 
stop plate concluded the stage. 

What would ensue rapidly upon the start 


of firing was an impressive cloud of dust, 
capable of obscuring the targets totally. 
Teams that failed to assign a specific area 
of individual responsibility got into trouble, 
and were forced to waste valuable time 
waiting for the clouds of dust to dissipate 
before re-engaging their targets. It was all 
too easy to shoot the stop plate while a 
target remained upright. This stage de¬ 
manded teamwork and was truly worthy of 
the name “team stage.” 

All of the stages were excellent, and the 
whole match just gets better with each 
passing year. The one downside to this 
match was the forced absence of several 
military teams whose members have been 
deployed to Saudi Arabia. We missed their 
participation, but we have no doubt that 
they’ll be winners in their present 
assignment. 

All of the SOF Convention activities are 
open to match shooters, including semi¬ 
nars, special events, and a products exhibit 
you have to see to believe. Those individu¬ 
als who claim that there is “no legitimate 
sporting use” for certain types of firearms 
should get their heads out, and into the 
sunshine of Las Vegas this coming Septem¬ 
ber to witness an event that brings together 
law enforcement, military and top-ranked 
civilian shooters from around the world. 
For those of you who enjoy great shooting 
competition, don’t miss the World Champi¬ 
onship Soldier of Fortune Three-Gun Inter¬ 
national Tactical Shooting Match. It 
doesn’t get any better than this! 

Bill Burris served in Vietnam as a medic 
and clinical specialist, in El Salvador as 
trainer for Refugee Relief International, 
and now works as a Pierce County Deputy 
Sheriff in Washington state, where he also 
conducts firearms training statewide for the 
Criminal Justice Training Commission, as 
well as under the auspices of his own 
company, Delta International. He has par¬ 
ticipated in the last five SOF Three-Gun 
matches. * 


BIG BOOMER 

Continued from page 70 

between its covers. 

Andrews’ quality and craftsmanship are 
top drawer. The quality of the leather, 
cutting, shaping, stitching, embossing, 
carving and finishing are all above re¬ 
proach. Sam also has a superb line of 
western rigs, shoulder holsters, IPSC rigs, 
and combat belt holsters. I predict he will 
shortly be highly regarded by those who 
pack professionally. 

SOF’s test and evaluation of the S&W 
Model 4516-1 included firing more than 
1,000 rounds of assorted .45 ACP ammuni¬ 
tion. The lots assembled for this test were 
Black Hills 185-grain Jacketed Hollow 
Point (JHP) and 230-grain Full Metal 
Jacket (FMJ), GI 230-grain FMJ (head- 
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stamped WCC 42), commercial 230-grain 
FMJ of 1930s vintage (headstamped REM- 
UMC 45 AUTO) and reloads with 230- 
grain cast roundnose bullets propelled by 
6.3 grains of Hercules Unique. Cartridges 
travel from the Model 4516-1’s magazine 
into the chamber almost in a direct line, 
leaving the magazine at the conventional 
approach angle but with the bullet’s nose 
well above the barrel’s feed ramp. There 
were no stoppages of any type during 
SOF’s tests of this handgun. Empty cases 
are ejected to the right through the slide’s 
large ejection port and generally fall to the 
ground 4-5 feet from the shooter. 

All of the ammunition used in our test 
shot to the point of aim and no adjustment 
of the sights was required. When fired from 
the Weaver stance at a distance of 7 yards 
the Model 4516-1 will print five-shot 
groups with a dispersion of no greater than 
1 inch. “Hammers” (or “double taps” as 
they are also called), fired with the first shot 
double-action, consistently resulted in two 
torso hits not more than 2-3 inches apart 
whenever the shooter maintained a proper 
Weaver hold and re-acquired a correct 
“flash” front sight picture. Perceived re¬ 
coil is no greater or less than that generated 
by any other handgun in this weight class 
chambered for the .45 ACP cartridge. 

Roundnose FMJ .45 ACP bullets do not 
yaw more than about 5 degrees in soft 
tissue and will penetrate to a depth of more 
than 26 inches without expansion A better 
choice for those not constrained by the 


Hague Convention is the 185-grain JHP 
available from Black Hills Ammunition 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 5070, Rapid City, 
SD 57709, phone: (605) 348-5150). Aver¬ 
aging only 900 fps out of the Model 
4516-1 ’s 3 1/2 barrel, this bullet will 
penetrate from 14 to 17 inches of soft 
tissue, depending upon the amount of 
expansion, which varies from .57 to .68 
caliber (as expansion increases, penetration 
decreases). That’s exactly the kind of 
performance we are looking for from an 
effective handgun bullet and I recommend 
the Black Hills 185-grain JHP .45 ACP 
load highly. 

Those committed to both double-action 
semiautos and the ,45 ACP cartridge would 
be well served by Smith & Wesson’s robust 
and reliable Model 4516-1. I have only 
minor criticisms of this handgun, some of 
which can be corrected by the user. For 
deep concealment I would like to see S&W 
offer this pistol with a lightweight alumi¬ 
num alloy frame. The suggested retail price 
is $714, complete with two magazines.^ 


“WE KILL FOR FUN” 

Continued from page 63 

moved around more than our sister Ranger 
companies and this meant we didn’t 
overwork areas and lose the element of 
surprise. In addition, unlike most Ranger 


units, all our missions were combat (not 
recon) patrols. We also had an advantage 
over Special Forces patrol units. Although 
we had similar missions, ours were less 
“hairy ” because we worked closer to our 
air support and we had fewer language/ 
ethnic/training barriers to overcome with 
indigenous personnel. 

I’m sure there are readers who have just 
as good reasons why their unit was number 
one and maybe it’s best that we’ll never 
really know who had the highest kill-ratio 

— it’d deflate our war stories. But, I must 
confess that I still suffer from unitcentric 
pride when it comes to Charlie Rangers 

— we were the very best; the bravest of the 
brave. I also readily admit we did far more 
damage by calling in our big brothers from 
the sky than we did ourselves. The most 
important point is our techniques were 
effective and worth sharing. 

Find, Fix, Kill and Exfil 

Patrolling is a lot like hunting: 
sometimes you get the bear, sometimes the 
bear gets you, and many times you don’t 
get anything at all. Actual combat isn’t like 
anything from Hollywood — real war is 
tense boredom interrupted by bursts of 
intense excitement. Nevertheless, we 
always went hunting loaded for bear, our 
job was find, fix, kill and exfil(trate). 

Our area of operation (AO) normally 
consisted of six “grid squares” (square 
kilometers) of rugged mountains that were 
often blanketed by dense triple-canopy 
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For more information, contact Bert Fein, 
Director of Government Sales. 

QTIIIIED The sharpest eyes 
Dl Lllillf in the field. 


U.S. Marketing Office: Pioneer 
Marketing and Research Inc., 216 
Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108. Phone 
1-(800) 257-7742 (In NJ (609) 854-2424). FAX: (609) 858-8695 
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jungle. We were required to recon the AO 
for three days and then were permitted to 
set up an ambush. We searched areas in 
which Americans had not operated in years, 
if ever. Sometimes we found the enemy but 
sometimes there was no enemy to be found. 
When we did find him, we almost always 
had the element of surprise. 

The NVA made a habit of hiding in deep 
hollows that had the convenience of water. 
LeMunyon and I made a habit of killing 
them at their watering spots. By infiltrating 
(infilling) high on the mountains and then 
moving down toward the valley streams, 
we back-doored the northern invaders. This 
technique usually enabled us to surprise the 
enemy. It also made for ease of movement, 
added distance to grenade throws, and gave 
us a dimension for escape — up. The 
disadvantage, of course, was running 
uphill. The grenade toss advantage 
compensated for this and it is better to run 
back up than to run down a valley where 
there is a strong likelihood of meeting more 
enemy. 

We were camoed to the max: our 
camouflage-painted hands and faces were 
complemented by camouflaged uniforms; 
even our weapons were camouflaged. The 
pointman carried a CAR 15, a smaller 
version of the M16 rifle. The rest of us had 
M16s; one had a silencer that fired “sub¬ 
sonic” rounds. Most of us carried backup 
pistols. One man wore a makeshift holster 
that contained an M79 grenade launcher 
with the sights removed and the stock 
sawed off at the grip. 

Even with 80-pound loads, we moved 
like athletes on a playing field. Deliberate 
and sure, we weaved and glided through the 
undergrowth. In the jungle, sound is more 
important than sight; both to predator and 
to prey. And like a pride of stalking 
carnivores, we moved in predatoiy silence. 
The NVA were quite noisy in areas they 
deemed safe and it was easy to find them 
and then fix and kill them with ambushes, 
air strikes, or artillery. Sometimes regular 
infantry would be brought in for a “pile 
on” exploitation of our contacts. 

We never, ever traveled on trails unless 
we were looking for trouble or seeking an 
ambush site. We liked to travel through 
thick stuff; no one ever got ambushed in a 
briar patch. We always spent the night in 
the worst place possible; no one found us 
by accident. 

We could call long range air strikes and 
artillery with impunity but since we had 
only five or six men, we usually ran after 
visual contact. The NVA often chased us 
and we used CS grenades to break contact. 
CS is a riot control agent that causes tears, 
choking, and sometimes vomiting. To 
inhibit pursuit after ambushes, CS grenades 
were also daisy-chained to the claymore 
mines in the security zones. On rare 
occasions it was also used in the kill zone. 
The gas is heavier than air and hugs the 
ground. Anyone fortunate enough not to be 
killed in the ambush is guaranteed to be 
breathing hard and CS will make a man 
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involuntarily bolt and thus easy to shoot. 
We had to be careful because the wind can 
cause the gas to “return to sender.” 

We also used white phosphorus (WP) 
grenades to break contact and sometimes 
employed them in ambushes. WP grenades 
burst into small fragments that continue 
burning until they run out of oxygen. 
“Willy Pete” will make a man stand up 
and holler. 

We regarded each man as a future team 
leader and as a patrol leader. I took my job 
as teacher quite seriously. The turnover rate 
in any war is high. In Vietnam, it was 
horrendous (12-month tours being one 
cause). If a soldier had any talent at all, he’d 
be some kind of a leader by the end of his 
tour. Lessons learned had to be passed on or 
mistakes would be repeated. 

Hell’s Angels 

In the field, we were disciplined and 
professional but in the rear, we were more 
like Hell’s Angels than the Long Gray Line. 
Between missions we drank, whored, 
fought, and stole. We enjoyed fighting 
“legs” (non-jumpers) so much that most 
leg bars were off-limits to Charlie Rangers. 
Our best fight was an all-out brawl with 
November Rangers to prove who was the 
toughest. The Military Police busted the 
fight before a winner could be determined 
and both Ranger units united to fight 
the MPs. 

We stole everything we needed from leg 
units: a bar, mess hall ice boxes, a jeep, 
building materials, and many other 
essentials. We did have some integrity; we 
never robbed individuals and we never took 
from field units. Whenever possible, we 
“requisitioned” from the Air Force (those 
REMFs had more than they needed). 

We were unkempt Many of us had long 
hair and mustaches and none of us ever 
shined our boots (“salty” boots were the 
mark of a field soldier). We wore any type 
of uniform we desired as long as it was 
sterile (no name, rank, or identification). 
Some Rangers proudly displayed necklaces 
of ears and the collection of knives, 
daggers, and guns at our formations would 
have made Pancho Villa blanch. Our 
leaders may have felt about us the way the 
Duke of Wellington felt about his troops, 
“I don’t know what effect these men will 
have upon the enemy, but, by God, they 
frighten me.” 

Perhaps our leaders were somewhat 
frightened of us but I think they tolerated 
many of our antics because we produced 
body count; killers could be forgiven. It is 
true that haircuts, starched uniforms, and 
spit shine have no correlation to fighting; 
even in defeat, Robert E. Lee’s unshod 
“ragamuffins” outkilled their well-dressed 
foes 3:1. Nevertheless, Lee insisted on 
discipline and because Confederate 
Rangers lacked “order and behavior,” Lee 
had all Ranger units, except Mosby’s 
partisans, disbanded. Unconventional 
outfits have always attracted rowdys and 
that may be why, until the Cold War, they 
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were only tolerated during conflicts. 

During Vietnam, General Creighton 
Abrams became so frustrated with Special 
Forces that, in spite of having the highest 
per capita Medal of Honor recipients, he 
sent the entire 5th Special Forces Group 
home. Later, as Chief of Staff of the Army, 
Abrams nearly succeeded in killing the 
Special Forces and he replaced 
unconventional Ranger companies with 
super-conventional Ranger battalions. 

. The off-duty appearance and behavior of 
the “beer and body count” boys certainly 
didn’t bring great credit upon Charlie 
Rangers nor did it endear us to 
conventional soldiers. Our leaders tried to 
bring us in line with fines, reduction in 
rank, and even 10 days “cool off time in 
the slammer. What did we care? We were 
already in Vietnam. 

Reflections 

Since I’ve become an officer and 
Christian, I’ve always wondered what I’d 
do if fate gave me command of a unit of 
headhunting hoodlums like Charlie 
Rangers (a fitting punishment). Killing 
certainly wouldn’t have the same gusto but 
now I’d fight with greater puipose and 
would still thrill to the hunt. 

As for discipline, I’d use the method of 
John Mosby, the Gray Ghost: at the 
slightest infraction — ship ’em out. The 
one option our leaders never used was to 
kick us out. The shame of not making the 
grade is a great enforcer in elite units. Also, 
in war a man’s unit is his home and to be 
thrown out is to be homeless until he is 
accepted into another unit. After 
experiencing the camaraderie of the best, 
who’d want to go to a conventional outfit? 
Mosby only had to send a few of his 
wayward troops back to the trenches and 
the rest got the message. 

I’d be proud to be associated with 
another unit like Charlie Rangers. In fact, I 
came back into the Army and have spent a 
career trying to find something that is a 
glimmer of C-75. It has been estimated that 
all the Ranger patrols in Vietnam resulted 
in 10,000 enemy deaths and that the 
average ground-to-ground kill ratio of 
Ranger units was 22:1 (much higher than 
conventional units); Charlie Rangers kill 
rate was nearly double the average. We 
attacked the commies on their own turf and 
out-guerrillaed the guerrilla. After 22 years, 
my prized possession is still the statement, 

“I was with Charlie Rangers.” 

Major R.B . Anderson was the patrol 
team leader of 1bam 1 -3 of Charlie Rangers 
in 1968-69. He later served in Vietnam as 
an infantry squad leader with C Troop, 7/17 
Air Cav. Since his commission in 1974, he 
has served in a variety of command and 
staff assignments , including executive 
officer of the 2nd Battalion, 5th Special 
Forces (Airborne). His awards include: 
Bronze Star with \klor Device, Combat 
Infantryman's Badge, Senior Parachutist 
Badge, Ranger Tab and Special Forces Tab. ^ 
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MAXI-BLASTER 


120,000 volt 
Force Field 



Non-Lethal 
Stuns & Immobilizes 

Visually intimidating. High 
intensity discharge will discourage 
attackers up to 20 feet. Uses two 
9-volt batteries (not included). Safety switch. 
LED indicator light and all necessary labeling. 


only $119.95 GUARDIAN Security Products • Dept. SF2 
plus $3.50 S& H I 8350 North 7th St. • Phoenix, AZ 85020 


COD & Credit Card Orders - Call: TOLL FREE 1-800-527-4434 




Card # 


NAME 


AODRESS 


STATE- 


100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

Listen in on weddings, concerts, A trafy mu It!-directional wnpitftcrtion 

sporting events, etc. system to pinpoint sound. 


US Consumer, Dept. BE-113 
36334 U.S. 19 N„ Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

□ YES! Please rush me_(qty.) ‘SUPER EAR' MICROPHONE 

SYSTEM(S) at only S19.99 each plus $2.75 postage & handling. 

□ SAVE! Two SYSTEMS for only $35.00 plus $3.75 postage & handling. 

Enclosed is $_FL & Ml res. add sales tax. 

Charge it □ VISA □ MC □ AMEX □ DINERS CLUB Exp. Dale_/_ 


Amazing New Sonic ‘SUPER EAR”" MICROPHONE 
Lets You 

HEAR A WHISPER 

up to 200 feet away 


Just Aim.. 


And Listen! 


WARNING! BEWARE OF 
CHEAP IMITATIONS! 


Don’t be fooled by "hearing 
devices” that look like 
ordinary radio units. Sonic 
Super Ear is the only high 
technological unit of it’s 
kind with truly multi¬ 
directional capability that is 
used by surveillance experts 
around the world. Buy 
the best! 


The Same Style 
Used By Detectives, 
Secret Agents & Surveillance 
Experts — NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR PRIVATE CITIZEN USE! 


PLEASE NOTE: This device is not 

intended (or eavesdropping or recordings of 
private conversations. 


Comes with bracket for 
binocular attachment 


ONE OF THE MOST PORTABLE, COMPACT 
SOUND GATHERING SYSTEM EVER RELEASED FOR 
PUBLIC SALE! Complete SUPER EAR’ MICROPHONE” 

System includes 4” directional ultra-sensitive "Shotgun 
Microphone with 4" volume controlled amplifier/stand, 
plus feathertight STEREO headphones. 


You can INSTAMTLY have “super-human hearing" to listen in on the 
hidden sounds of nature... on a quarterback’s secret instructions. 
Pick a voice out of the crowd. 

This lightweight, portable, surveillance-style ‘SUPER EAR’ 
MICROPHONE 1 ' SYSTEM has the same advanced miniature sound 
amplification circuitry found in expensive professional models. 

Unit weighs only 4 ounces — goes anywhere you do — is easily 
“hidden” and transported in briefcase, glove compartment, even 
coat jacket pocket! Makes the perfect gift for any amateur detective. 

• ULTRA SENSITIVE, MOIS¬ 
TURE-SEALED MICROPHONE 
AMPLIFIES SOUND UP TO 
50 DECIBELS (at 200ft)! 

• CAN BE USEO HAND HELD 
OR ATTACHED TO BINOCU¬ 
LARS AND TAPE RECORDER! 

• COMES COMPLETE WITH 
HIGH PERFORMANCE 
ADJUSTABLE HEADPHONES! 

• OPERATES ON JUST 1 “AAA" 

BATTERY (included) 


Retail Value 

—yf J.Ju 

Special Price 
Now Only 

$1999 


Credit Card Holders 
Call Toll Free 


1 - 800 - 874-3337 







SUPPLY LOCKER 



FINEST QUALITY & 
LOWEST PRICES 
AVAILABLE IN 
MILITARY AND 
HUNTING EQUIPMENT 

Complete Line of Field & Survival Gear 

FREE! 

FULL COLOR CATALOG 

NAME:_ 

STREET:_ 

CITY:_ST_ZIP_ 

Moil to: GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 


'INTERNATIONAL' COMBAT TRAINING 



COURSES: 

★ Commando ★ Counter Terrorism 

★ Airborne ★ Raid/Rescue 

★ Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 

★ Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 

★ Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 

★ Machineguns/Suppressors 



BRIGAGE SECURITY FORCES 

RT 1 BOX 246-37. DEPT. SOF 
MOORESVILLE. NC 281151 USA 
CATALOG £3 00 iCASH ONLY) PHONE (704)663-4267 


MAC-V-SOG COMMAND 
HISTORY 1971-72 
ANNEX B: 


■ THE LAST SECRET OF 
THE VIETNAM WAR 

by Charles F. Reske 


Now for the FIRST time DECLASSIFIED* 


“Some of the hairiest missions ever 
conceived ... If the full story of the 
Special Operations Group is ever 
made public , it’ll read like a com¬ 
bination of Robin Moore and H. 

Rider Haggard, with a little Jules 
Vem thrown in for color. The dif¬ 
ference is that it’s all true... Some 
of our ops make the Israeli raid on 
Entebbe pale by comparison? 

— SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine 
At last the whole truth can be told about the “Elite” 
warriors of the Vietnam conflict, those who served with 
MAC-V-SOG. 

WHAT IS ANNEX B? Until now a TOP SECRET 
classified document. Only “a few” highly placed select 
members of the U.S. Government ever viewed the “Big" 
picture of this incredibly “deadly” game plan conceived 
by the CIA against the enemy. Now available to the gen¬ 
eral public for the first time!! 

Virtually everything you wanted to know about Mil¬ 
itary Assistance Command - Vietnam - Special 
Operations Group (MACVSOG) is contained in this 
massive two-volume set, previously unknown and unsus¬ 
pected! Over 700 pages, 8V2XII, 58 organizational 
flow charts, maps, and detailed reports, perfect bound. 

Two-volume set: $49.95 
Separate volumes I or II (please state): $26.95 ea. 

Add $3.50 shipping and insurance; outside USA $7.00. 

Ohio residents add 5te% sales tax. 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! VISA/MasterCard accepted 
Send check, MO or credit card no., ilti;. date andxignat\(rz to: 


ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 

IMI. Bax □{USh&OF • Share-n Center, 011 64274 USA 



LEGENDARY 
ARMS, INC. 

REPRODUCTION KNIVES AND SWORDS 



U.S. MODEL 1840 
LIGHT ARTILLERY 
SABER 
Item /S-5 
$7459 


U.S. 

DRAGOON 
Hem #SH-3 
With Scabbard 
Price $149.95 


SPRINGFIELD 
BAYONET AND 
SCABBARD 
Item /B-4 


SPANISH 
CAVALRY _ 
SABER If 

Item /S-3 I 

$5959 


U.S. 1860 
CAVALRY SABER 
Item /S-6 
$8459 


U.S. FOOT 
ARTILLERY 
SWORD MODEL 
1832—Item /S-7 



SCOTTISH 
CLAYMORE 1831 
Hem #SS-9 
$175.00 


ORDERING INFORMATION 

LEGENDARY ARMS, INC 

P.O. Box 20I98-SF. Greeley Square Station 
New York. N.Y. IOOOJ-9992«(212) 532-9055 
Send checks or money orders. NY/NJ/IA/ 
CT/MN residents pJcusc add appropriate sates fax 
S&tl in continental U.S. add 10% or $8. piece 
Hawaii, Alaska & foreign countries 
add 20% or $15. piecc*Catalog $2.00 


mm 


Min. credit card order $25 
Void in States where prohibited by law 
Check local laws before ordering 



♦ 


we're 
proud to 
present our 
semi-automatic .45 
> caliber legends. 


AFFORDABLE 
LEGENDS... 

THATANYONE 
CAN OWN. 

See your local 
dealer or send 
$2.00 for color 
catalog. 


AutoOrdnance Corporation 

BOX SF-02, West Hurley. NY 12491 (914) 67S-7225 


TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 


From S98 



PRESTIGE RINGS you’ll wear with pride. World’s 
largest selection of military rings. Over 1000 combi¬ 
nations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send $1 for full color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO. 

Box 2730 SBI, Apache Junction, AZ 85217 
_<Succ»*aofi to RoyM Military J*w<ry)_ 


Everything You Need 
in a Wallet-Size Case 



Otis Universal Gun 
Cleaning Kit 

This complete field cleaning system 
can be carried inyourpocket Includes 
nylon bonded steel "memory flex" rod, 
brass tips and T handles, patches, 
bore solvent and instructions. In a 
black zipper case with 0D SOF logo. 

Life-time warranty 

#5008 Otis Kit $29.95 plus $3 P&H each kit. 
Call Toll-Free to Order - VISA, MC only. 

1-800-323-1776, Operator 131 
Or Send your Check or Money Order to: 

SOF Exchange 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 
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INTERPOL 
i CAPS 


gpfgt The Bad sm 
SiUiottetW 
OMBAT & HOME PROTECTION 


Send $9.95 

1 

3.85 Shipping & Handlir 

^sideglBiales taxj 


Targets 
>6001-it 


“INTERPOL” 8_ 9_ 

DIRECT EMBROIDERED CAPS ■P^HI ■RTPW 

Wear the caps of some of the ~ 

most prestigious police agencies J 

in the world! Our International f fSSl 
Police Caps are direct 

embroidered on 100% wool HtfHI 

serge. Adjustable, one size fits all. 

Made in the U.S.A. $15.95 each. Buy three caps and save $5.00. 

1. Q64-219 Victoria Police 6. Q64-218 Northern Territory 

2. Q64-103 London Metro Police 

Police 7. Q64-110 Canadian Royal 

3. Q64-215 Queensland Mounties 

Police 8. Q64-217 Tasmania Police 

4. Q64-102 Paris Police 9. Q64-216 Istanbul Police 

5. 064-111 Royal Hong Kong 

Police 


TRACERS • EXPLODING BULLETS 
SUBSONIC • BEEHIVE™ • MULTIPLEX™ 
BIRD BOMBS • 12ga DUSTBUSTER 
HEAVYWEIGHT • 12ga STRUNG BUCK 
12ga BLOCKBUSTER • 12ga BUCK & BALL 
ANNIHILATOR-X 


ANTITY DISCOUNTS 


Special purpose, general purpose, and Hard To 
Find ammo shipped directly to you. 


CATALOG $2.00 


Phone & Mail Orders Accepted 
Call 800-444-8643 

TO 11 Free (For Credit Card Orders Only.) 

Add $3.75 shipping and insurance charges. 
CA residents add sales tax. 


CROWN SPECIALTY CO 

DEPT. SF. P.O. BOX 17 
ATMORE, AL 36504-0017 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed It Not Fully Satisfied!! 


NOTE: Absolutely NO special licenses needed to pur¬ 
chase ANY ammunition by mail order but you must be 
18 years or older! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-2-SF 

156 Poet Avenue, Weetbury, New York 11590 


f PHOTO 
I CARD 
I KITS 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE! 

Our Professional quality, 
laminated photo cards will 
amaze your associates! We 
provide the cards, plastic 
iaminale and easy instruc¬ 
tions! You provide only a 

S hoto. Your photo Card can 
e finished in the privacy of 
your home! The result is a 
distinctive, professional sys¬ 
tem! The highest quality 
cards in the US! Lost your 
original card? Replace it 

only $4.95 C03Q Security | 

Select From These Kits: 

C04Q Bounty Hunter C06Q Mercenary 

C08 □ Special Weps. Pmt. C41 □ Intelligence Officer 
C45□ MAC-V (CIA), #1 C56Q Marine Recon 
C60□ MAC-V(CIA), #2 C46Q Special Forces 

C09 □ Suppres'd Weps. Pmt C47Q Sea! Team 
C52□ Air America Pilot Cl 8Q Pilot 
C01 □ Press Card Cl 0Q Concealed Weps. 

C50Q Phoenix Program C17Q Int'l Drivers Permit 
C49 □ Delta Force Cl 1Q Private Investigator 

C25Q Parachutist, Certified C02Q Bodyguard 

C26 □ SCUBA, Certified Cl 2Q Security Consultant 
|CQ7 _) Weapons Specialist C51 □ Special Operations | 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible’* to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Malt 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses KpVl 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” HfTjjIvEjjJ 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 1 «V 

WANT — and MOREI 
Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! K fj 

ONLY $18.95 SirinfeiK 


Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


OFFICIAL 


Front & Back Protector. ... .$190.00 ppd 
Detachable SMe Panels.$40.00 ppd 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


EDEN PRESS liMWi 

11623 Slater “C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your <□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 1 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.]' 
[California residents please add 6% sales tax.) 

□ Send latest Book Catalog —■ FREE. 


NIC Law Enforcement Simply 

220 Carroll Street Box 5210-S7^ n J 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 
24 hr. Order No. 1-318-222-2970 (FREE catalog) 


Address 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept. 5F 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 


Address 


Crty/State/ZIP 


.VISA M/C Check m/o Fax # 318-869-3228 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


% V E FLAGS 


Tell The World You Served! 



Size 3’ x 5’ with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $12.95 Each Two for $23.00 

Select From 

□ U.S.A. □ AIR BORNE 

□ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 

I ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET 

I □ P.O.W./M.I.A. GOD SORT EM OUT 

I □U.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 
■ □ NAZI (WWII) □ CONFEDERATE 

| □ ARMY □ MESS W/THE BEST 

. DIE LIKE THE REST 

□ AMERICA LOVE IT 
OR LEAVE 

□ SPECIAL FORCE'S 

IDEAL STUDIOS 

P.O. Box 41156 • Chicago, IL 60641 

Plus $2.00 Shipping & Handling.For prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier’s check or money order. 


I 


□ NAVY 

□ AIR FORCE 

□ MARINES 

□ COAST GARD 


Address 


City, State, Zip_ 

■ Sm'wm u 


ASSAULT WEAPON 

ACCESSORIES 



MINI-14 • 10/22^* AR-7 . Shotgun 
Mounts • Flash Hiders • Mags • More 

o , nn VENTECH Inc. 

Send $2.00 728 Main St. 

for complete P e Pf- SOF OAA ._ 

, . Louisville, CO 80027 


catalog 


(303) 447-0474 


JIMMY ULE 


“The 
Arkansas 
Knifesmith” 



Designer & Maker 
ol the survival 
knives for the 
movies, “First Blood' 
& “Rambo" 


2721 So. Arkansas Ave., 
Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 


LEARN 

LOCKSMITHING! 


Become a Master Locksmith 
Learn at home 
Be Your Own Boss! 


Basic Locksmith I Course: 



INCLUDES: 

• Video (VHS) 

How to Pick Locks 

• Professional Lock 
Picks 

• ID Card 

• Certificate 

• Catalog 


Earn ub to $48.50 per hr., full-time or part-time. Be a 
locksmith after completing our program, Each course has 
its own video, tools, supplies, instruction, and certificate. 
After only 1 course, be able to open locked homes, offices, 
and autos. Train further about locks, autos, safes, etc. 


SEND TODAY! $79.50 +2.50 handling 
$82.00 Check, Money Order, US Funds Only) 

OR 


Without Video (Same course with written 
instructions, professional picks. Same as 
above with ID Card, Certificate, Catalog) 
$49.50 +2.50 handling ($52.00 Check, 
Money Order, US Funds Only) 


Send $82.00 or $52.00 To... 

AMERICAN LOCKSMITH 

2100 Roswell Road 
Suite 200C-223 
Marietta, GA 30062 



T1MBERSHEPHERD® 

As featured in SWAT MAGAZINE, Nov. ’83, 
Survival Guide Magazine, Aug ’84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb, '87, 

Cover feature story ATLANTA WEEKLY 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Sunday 


“THE ULTIMATE K-9” 
Home & Family Protection 

AH Trainers Dept, of Defense Certified. 
•Pups & Professional Training Available- 
Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 
Genetic or Temperament Disorders. 

—Excellent With Children— 

Shipping Available Worldwide 

"Developed and Bred Solely by .. 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 ME, Aiken, South Carolina 29802 
Phone 24 hours: (803) 649-5936 



SUCCESSORS TO NUMRICH ARMS 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #15 CATALOG 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A500+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts 

E FOREIGN $19.95 US $ff 
AfRMAI LWfl fT£ FOR QUOTE * Send O 


GUN PARTS C0RP BOX S0F-2.W. HURLEY, NY 12491 
914-679-2417 TELEX 145 331 FAX 914 6795849 


A The legendary 
"get out of jail 
■ free cards 


Exact reprints of the covert Identification cards car¬ 
ried by members of the CIA controlled MAC- 
SOG.(Military Assistance Command-Special Opera¬ 
tions Group* In Vietnam!.. .DO NOT DETAIN OR QUES¬ 
TION HIMI He is authorized to wear civilian clothing, 
carry unusual personal weapons, pass Into restricted 

areas, requisition equipment of all types. 

_CAUTI ON-SOLD_AS WARRELICS ONLY!_ 

No. C-60 Original, multi-color folding I.D. cardl..$5.00 
No.C-45 Second version of thaabove. Issued In 1971, 
two color, wallet size with laminate.... $5.00 
No. C-53 Air America Pilot’s Identification Card cu id 
_Pass Horn Skigofv mte wai taue!. . ..$5.00 


NEC Law Enforcement Supply All 

220 Carroll - SJ; Box 5210 3 for 

Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 <10 DH 

1-318-222-2970 (24hours) 



NOTICE 

To 

CALIFORNIA 

RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised in this magazine may or may not be 
lawful for sale in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A All oflhe following rifles: 

1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 

2. UZ1 and Galil 

3. Beretta AR-70 (SC-70) 

4. CETME C3 

5. Coft AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 

6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, and Max 2. 

7. Fabrique Nationale FN/fiAL, FN/LAR and FNC 
0. FttMAS MAS223 

9. Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 

10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

11. SKS with detachable magazine 

12. SIG AMT, SIG 500 Series, and SIG PE-57 

13. Springfield Armory 0M59 and SAR-48 

14. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 

15. Steyr AUG 

16. Valmet M62, M71S and M70 

17. Armalite AR-180 Carbine 

18. Bush master Assault Rifle (armgun) 

19. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 

20. Mandall THE-TAC-1 Carbine 

21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 

22. PJK M-68 Carbine 

23. Weaver Arm Night hawk 

B. All of the following pistols: 

1. UZI 

2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 

3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 

6. Sterling MK-7 

7. Calico M-900 

C. All of the following shotguns: 

1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 

2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 
SWD Street Sweeper 

3. Encom CM-55 
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THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughout the world today, corporations, prolessionai 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The"HOUNO DOG" is a wise investment tor anyone who has 
reason to believe thal an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the "HOUNO DOG" 

The "HOUND DOG is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes The HOUND DOG smlfs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency 
The "HOUND DOG" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you witl find the HOUND DOG" outperlorms 
most other units setting for seveiat limes the price This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us 

Meter Calibrate 

Probe - 

extwdTt? 

16 inches 

SIZE. 1.6 x 2.4 x 8.2 INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times mors powerful than other transmtters. 
Transmits up to fc mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not bid.) 


m 



$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping *or Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter lo USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne. FL 32902. COD's OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


MOVING? 



PLACE LABEL HERE 



MR/MRS 


Street Apt. No. 


City/State/Zip 


Phone 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


The Big Ones! 
Now this is 
a knife ... 




Special Sale! 
Both for $39.95 


Beautiful rosewood handles and brass handguards. 
Giant Bowie Authentic style modeled with the original in 
mind. 14-3/4" overall with an unbelievable 10-1/4" heavy 
gauge carbon steel blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 
Arkansas Toothpick Nobody will pick a bone with this. 
The biggesttoothpickknife we have ever seen. 18" overall. 
12-1/4" double-edged blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 
Send check or money order for immediate shipment! Add 
$3.00 for shipping. III. residents add 7% tax. Visa/MC call 
Toll-Free 1-800-843-4105. In Illinois 1-800-225-2501. 
Money back guarantee If not pleased! 

Ballard Cutlery Dept SF-2 
1495 Brummel Ave.. Elk Grove, IL 60007 


1 THE ADVENTURE 
I CONTINUES... I 



Over 100 pages of high quality and 
functional gear: genuine military clothing 
and equipment for outdoors, survival and 
the streets. Send $3.00 for copy of our 
full color catalog. 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_ 

State: _Zip:_ 

Mail This Ad To: 

M. CAVALRY^ 

WORLD S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


, DEPT SF-2 

| 2855 Centennial Ave.. Radciitf, KY 40160-9000 
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xSOT BACK ISSUES 

1987-1988 

BUY SIX ... GET THREE FOR FREE 

Buy just six back issues of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE for $30 and we ll throw in 3 FREE ISSUES of 

your choice. OR buy nine back issues for $45 and we’ll send you THREE FREE ISSUES PLUS A BLACK SOF 
BINDER to keep all 12 in. That’s a $70 value for just $45. And we’ll still give you FREE DOMESTIC POSTAGE. 
(Foreign Orders: add $3 1st issue, $1 each additional.) Act Now! ALL issues are available except #2 & #3. Single 
orders $5.00 each. Here’s just a partial list: 


#110 December 1986: VIETNAM: MIA lab scandal uncovered; ELITE UNITS: 
Norway’s cold weather commandos; training U.S. Army snipers; WEAPONS: 
Israeli FALs; AFGHANISTAN: Lance Motley’s holy war combat tour. 

#111 January 1987: WEAPONS: French FA MAS Bullpup; CENTRAL 
AMERICA: Tales of a combat correspondent; PHILIPPINES: In the bush with 
the New People’s Army; VIETNAM: Op Apache Snow, the taking of Hamburger 
Hill; AFRICA: South Africa’s native trackers. 

#112 February 1987: MARINES: Carlos Hathcock, super sniper; AFRICA— 
Ethiopia's Eritrean rebels; WEAPONS: H&K clones go full auto; Hungarian 
AKM; HISTORY—Singlaub with the OSS in the CBI. 

#113 March 1987: COMBAT: On the front lines in Mozambique; SOUTH 
AMERICA: Peru’s elusive Shining Path guerrillas; 

VIETNAM —Lam Son 719, ARVN solo op; WEAP¬ 
ONS: Colt’s SMG; Smith & Wesson’s big bore .45. 

#114 April 1987: MERC OPS: American meres target 
Ghana; DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: Bounty hunting in the 
USA; AFRICA: Elite police unit tracks SWPO; 

WEAPONS: Galil's new sniper rifle; ComBloc bayo¬ 
nets; Arcane weapons shoot-out. 

#115 May 1987: MERC OPS PART 2: American 
meres set sail for coup in Ghana; USA: Modern-day 
Minutemen battle bureaucracy; VIETNAM: Subma¬ 
rine surface ops support special units; WEAPONS 
—Colt Cobra .357; Benelli’s Super 90. 

#116 June 1987: MERC OPS PART 3: Busted and 
jail bound in Brazil; SOUTH AMERICA: Merc work in 
Suriname; VIETNAM: POW/MIA private citizen res¬ 
cue attempts; WAR IN THE SHADOWS: Running 
guns to Khadaffi; WEAPONS: Hungarian High 
Power; Fighting with folding knives. 

#117 July 1987: USA: Police battle border bandits; 

ELITE UNITS —Britain’s Ghurkas; Royal Marines hit 
the beach in Norway; COMBAT REPORT: Walking 
through Cambodia’s killing ground; WEAPONS — 

Assault rifle look-alikes; Israeli Sirkis 9mm. 

#118 August 1987: COMBAT REPORT: Burmese attack Mon army; SOUTH 
AMERICA: SOF at rebel HQ in Suriname; CENTRAL AMERICA: On patrol with 
Guatemalan army; HISTORY: The making of America’s 10th Mountain Division; 
WEAPONS: Ruger's P-85. 

#119 September 1987: COMBAT REPORTS: Contra Redeyes down Sandin- 
ista chopper; SADF Pathfinders shoot it out with SWAPO; Brit officer corners 
Omani rebels in Dhofar; WEAPONS: Brits new SA80; SOF T&Es Chinese 
weapons Pt. 1: Small arms. 

#120 October 1987: COMBAT REPORTS: Deep desert raid in Ethiopia; 
MIDDLE EAST: Motley trains Christian commandos in Lebanon; CENTRAL 
AMERICA: Guatemalan paras; U.S. Army reserve in Honduras; Invading 
Nicaragua; WEAPONS: Reeve’s superknife; SOFT&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 2: 
Heavy machine guns. 

#121 November 1987: COMBAT REPORTS: Soviets destroy Afghan village; 
Rhodesia Fireforce callout; USA: Drugs, feds and ’freelancers' in California’s 
emerald triangle; Police 
battle Indians at Wounded 
Knee; WEAPONS: Ruger 
77/22 with sound suppres¬ 
sor; SOF T&Es Chinese 
weapons Pt. 3: Subma¬ 
chine guns. 

#122 December 1987: 

USA: Ollie North’s secret 
slide show; ELITE UNITS: 

British SAS; Spike team in 
Laos 1968; SOUTH AMER¬ 
ICA —Legionnaires 4WOL 
in Suriname; WEAPONS: 

Colt .45; Chinese knife pis¬ 
tol; Mossberg M500 shot¬ 
gun; .38 Specials. 

#123 January 1988: USA: 

Spetsnaz invade America; 

U.S. Army’s 9th Infantry 
Division; VIETNAM: Amer¬ 
ica’s missed opportunity to 


invade the north; BURMA:Open season on Duck Mountain; SOF correspondent 
jailed; AFRICA: SOF rescues missionaries from Mozambique; WEAPONS: SOF 
T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 4: Tank killers. 

#124 February 1988: AFRICA: Eritrea’s fatal females; ELITE UNITS —U.S. 
Navy SEALS in Libya; VIETNAM: Spike team shot out of Laos; SPAIN: “Foreign” 
legion for nationals only; WEAPONS: Sandinista foot-poppers; Army’s M9 
bayonet; SOF T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 5 —General purpose MGs. 

#125 March 1988: CAMBODIA: Walking through two ambushes; Living off the 
jungle; SRI LANKA: Indian troops fail to keep the peace; VIETNAM: NVA meets 
American secret weapon; Little Larry Dring the great scrounger; WEAPONS: 
SOF T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 6: Type 63 rifle and new grenade launcher. 

#126 April1988: AFGHANISTAN: U.S. mediaspreads 
disinformation; Four battles that turned the tide; 
Endgame: Soviets and muj jockey for position; ARA¬ 
BIA: Royal Marine leads Omanis through ambush 
alley; VIETNAM: Two-tour vet flies his last mission over 
North Vietnam; WEAPONS: SOF T&Es Chinese 
weapons Pt. 7: Pistols. 

#127 May 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: Siege in 
Angola; On patrol in Philippines; Night battle in 
Afghanistan; DRUG WAR: Soviets import drugs to 
western Europe; Bekaa \folley drugs fuel endless 
conflict; USA: Bragg’s Scout Recon and Surveillance 
Course. VIETNAM: Spectre gunships over Laos. 

#128 June 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: Direct Hit on 
Afghan militia fort; Cleaning up Philippines murder city; 
American adviser with Salvadoran paras during strike 
on Guazapa; VIETNAM: la Drang aerial ambush; 
WEAPONS: Most often used handguns; .45 vs 9mm; 
Last chapter in SOF’s look at Chinese weapons, Pt. 8: 
hand grenades. 

#129 July 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: SOF editor 
chases terrs in Angola; Afghans fire up fort at Shah 
Kabul; ELITE UNITS: Sri Lanka’s Special Force; 
Philippine Scout Rangers in training; VIETNAM: Deadly day for Aussies; 
WEAPONS: Remington M24 sniper weapon system. 

#130 August 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: SOF staffer spends five months 
inside Nicaragua; DEA, U.S. Army and Bolivian Leopards on drug raid; 
ADVENTURE: Hunting for Japanese war booty in Philippines; WEAPONS: 
Glock’s compact 17. 

#131 September 1988: AFGHANISTAN: SOF team in-country to witness Soviet 
withdrawal; FALKLANDS: Charting the invasion beaches; POWS: Japanese 
holdouts on Guam after WW II; WEAPONS —South Africa’s SS-77 GPMG; S. 
Africa’s R4 rifle. 

#132 October 1988: AFGHANISTAN: SOF team joins muj in attack; DRUG 
WAR: A look at U.S. Customs Air Branch flying aces; ELITE UNITS: Marine’s 
3rd Force Recon; SRI LANKA: In the field with insurgent Tigers of Eelam; 
WEAPONS: Complete guide to AK imports. 

#133 November 1988: GRENADA: Part one of the real story behind the 
invasion; CENTRAL AMERICA: Winning hearts and Mayans in Guitemala; 

AFGHANISTAN: With muj 
convoy in bandit country; 
WEAPONS: Remington’s 
Model 870. 

#134 December 1988: 
GRENADA: Part two, the 
82nd Airborne’s role in se¬ 
curing the island; MIDDLE 
EAST: Israeli commandos 
kill Abu Jihad; Next target: 
Abu Nidal, called the most 
dangerous man in the world. 
AFRICA: 20th century’s 
most successful mere, the 
Robert Denard story; 
WEAPONS: Knives for com¬ 
bat; wound ballistics. 

#135 January 1989: 
SPETSNAZ: SOF hunts So¬ 
viet elite in Alaska; HIS¬ 
TORY: U.S. plans to strike 
Japan before Pearl Harbor; 



SOF Back Issues, Dept. SF-291 • P.O. Box 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 


YES, Send me (Write In Issue Numbers): 

1st Issue if_$5_nn 5th Issue &_ 

$5.00 

9th Issue #_ 

FREE 

2nd Issue 

#_ 

$5.00 

6th Issue #_ 

_ $5.00 

10th Issue#_ 

_ $5.00 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per 
insertion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PRE¬ 
PAID. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, a telephone number (for our 
files) and full payment. Advertisers offering information 
packets for a fee must send sample of packet (packets 
will not be returned). Name, address and telephone 
number are to be included in your word count. 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 equals 2 words; 80306 equals 
1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 20mm, U.S. 
count as one word each. Hyphenated words and 
telephone numbers are counted as two words. No 
personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right to 
refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON¬ 
TAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE 
USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be prod¬ 
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re¬ 
stricted, prohibited or subject to special 
licensing requirements in your state. 
Purchasers should consult the local 
law enforcement authorities in their 
area. 


1991 

CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES 

MAY issue ..... JAN. 16 




; 


MAY Issue will be our Special NRA 
Convention Edition! 


1UN Issue.FEB. 13 

JUL issue.MAR. 13 

AUG issue.APR. 17 

SEP issue.MAY. 15 

OCT issue.JUN. 19 

NOV issue. JUL. 17 

DEC issue.AUG. 14 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Classified Dept. 

PO Box 693 

Boulder, Co 80306-0693 


APPAREL 


INTERNATIONAL CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, New 
1991 Listing of Genuine Issue Camo Uniforms from over 35 
Countries! Catalog $1.00. AHA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (160) 

EAST GERMAN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS Unissued 
Rain Pattem/Rice Reck Camo Suit $75,00, E. German 
Steel Helmet $38.00. Complete List $1.00; Overseas Cap & 
List $6.00. AHA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (160) 


SOUTH AFRICAN 

AS SAULT VEST 

/*%&■■■ Pouches for Galil, 

*** ‘-JSL AK, M-16 Mags. 

First Aid Kits. 

Rations and extra gear. 
Genuine. Authentic. 
SADF issue, brown nylon. 
Money back guarantee. 
Visa/Mastercharge, 
American Express, check, 
money order or call 
1-800-234-2775 
Fax:415-861-3957 

SINCE 1939 

* 139 " Hms 

Free Catalog: Call or write for Kaplan’s Free Catalog 
featuring military gear from around the world 

1055 Market Street • San Francisco. CA 94103 



lUlflNFV 

• Up to 55000 free and clear—30 days. 

• Qiiruli/n uf/n a talarv • Path Inrnmfl 

lYlUNtl 

JOBS 

CREDIT 

w uUlvIKu W/U 0 boldly LraolJ IllvUIIIU. 

• How to be working in 48 hours. 

• Get college degrees by mail. 

• Recession-proof jobs, careers. 

• 5100,000 credit on signature alone. 

• Business money secrets, sources. 

• VIsa/MasterCard—no credit check. 
FREE 40-page catalog 

B410-AF • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


mrsnflf^/nrctrjGl SUPPLY 201-949-6260 

liLuLLLiJU/h Rt. 10 Box 10419 Dept SOF 
NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

JUNGLE HAMMOCK 

*39 



ML 


Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster- 
r ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 

b" 10006111 - Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
.wwiriwMi needed to work in challenging situa- 

tr tions ’ withstanding hardships, 
Ef,*2* /WhR on the spot decisions. 

TWjrt sn, Learn the latest investiga- 

U\ hi tive techniques using special 
EntoMrt-’piBsMKi, f/\\ law enforcement equipment 

fen Ban ti 2> . . . the same equipment 

toed by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on ail 
equipment. Send for free details 

Approved by Calif. Dept . of Public Instruct. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

* DEPT. SGI 01 P.O. BOX 23750. Santa Ana CA 92799 1 

| Rush me your "Detective" Career Kit—No salesman will call l | 


AFRICA-K0RP. CAP & GOGGLES 

German 1942 Mlg ORIGINAL sand & dust goggles. 

still in (her pocket pouch 
•~j Tan Oft caps =N«w REPLICA State S-M-or 
Lg Size Both - Only $39.00 

We pay postage Our 250 page Mly iflustrated 
catalog $5 00 (FREE with order) , 


OVER 40 000 ITEMS IN STOCK 


W.W. #2Ltd., Box 2063 j St. Louie, MO 03156 I 


BGGKStPUBLICATIQNS 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody. 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228 page book $16.95. Visa/MC 
accepted. EDEN Press, Box 8410-DD Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (162) 

ENCYCLOPEIDA OF REVENGE — The Most devastating 
manual ever published! Over 1,000 entries, completely 
cross referenced. It would take 15 books to equal the 
information jam-packed in this giant 8Vfex11 hardcover 
volume. $49.95 plus $3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor 
Publishing., PO Box 2630-V, Landover Hills, MD 20784. 
Visa/Mastercard orders call 24 hours. (800) 448-6280. 
(160) _ 

NAM #1 COMIC, (Marvel, 1986 1st printing) Chronicle 
events of Veitnam. Collector Value $12.95 or 2 for $19.95. 
NAM Comics, PO Box 238, Deale, MD 20751. (160) 

EXPATRIATE’S EMPLOYMENT HANDBOOK: Seeing 
the Wbrid and Getting Paid for It! by Dennis Riley — Open 
the door to a new life and world of adventure. The author's 
simple, infallible job-search system has never failed to bring 
him an overseas offer. He's made a living out of working 
(and playing) abroad for years. Now you can, too. 5Vfex8Vfe 
softcover, photos, 144pp. Send $18.50ppd to Paladin 
Press. PO Box 1307-1AQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (161) 


ASH 

S^^GAINST^^ADDAMl lu 


Select style A,B, or C and Size S,M,L,XL 

Wj J 5 ni “ 


imrn 19 DESERTSHILD 90 


Support Desert Shield—Great Gifts 
T-Shirts—$8*Mugs—$6 
Bumper Stickers — $2 
Order from: Desert Enterprises 
300 Central Ave., Mt. View, CA 94043 

Major Credit Cards-Money Orders-Checks 
CA Residents add 7.25% sales tax 


CABLE TV 

DESCRAMBLER LIQUIDATION! 


FREE CATALOG! 

Hamlin Combos $44, Oak M35B $60 (min. 5), etc. 


WEST COAST ELECTRONICS 
For Information: 818-709-1758 
Catalogs & Orders: 800-628-9656 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materi¬ 
als. Videocassettes, photographs, literature, Zapruder film. 
Catalogue: $3. Collector’s Archives: Box 2 Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6. (164) 


NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 
300 fascinating titles. The best non-fiction books available 
for men of action and adventure! Send $1.00 to: Paladin 
Press, PO Box 1307-1AQT, Boulder, CO 80306, (303) 
443-7250. (164) 


UNARMED COMBAT. Survive the streets! Super self- 
defense. Confidence. Power. Hardcore book reveals se¬ 
crets. $12. Libra Enterprises, Box 31719, San Francisco, 
CA 94131. (160) 

JUMP SCHOOL HANDBOOK. Vintage US Army Infantry 
School's GUIDE FOR AIRBORNE STUDENTS. $5.95: 
Ranger Andy, PO Box 7682-SF, The Woodlands, TX 
77387-7682. (160) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edition. Send $22 to Barricade 
Books. PO Box 1401-Z, Secaucus, NJ 07096. (167) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE. Complete construction 
plans from the worlds most acclaimed designer of electronic 
spy equipment. Free Catalog. Wilson, PO Box 5264, 
Augusta, GA 30906. (161) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing 
small business. Grants/loans to $500,000. Free recorded 
message: 707-449-8600. (KW5) (160) 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, simple, portable. 
Free details. Bumper, PO Box 22791 ABM, Tampa, FL 
33622.(160) 
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AFRICA INVESTMENT 
CONSULTANTS LTD. 

The Source For Investment Evaluation of 
Your Potential Projects in Africa 

CURRENT STUDIES IN PROGRESS: 

Angola, Botswana, Equatorial Guinea, 
Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe 

Serious Inquiries To: 

AIC 

121 Federal Street 
West Hartford, CT 06110 USA 
TeL/FAX (203) 523-5170 


W ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS 

• IDF Airborne Uniform, S-XXl 
Jacket+ Pants $65 + $15 Post. 

IDF Issue Kevlar Helmet V50. PARATR 
1 590 ft./sec $140 + $20 Post. 

• IDF issue Ml 6 and Galil 
Mogazine Holder 
Clips 2 Magazines together 
for assault $11+13 
IMP P.O.B. 31006 Tel Aviv 61310 Israel 




AIRBORNE T-SHIRT 
S-XXL $11+3 Post 
Catalog $2 (free with order) 
Wholesale inquiries welcome 
Lots of other original items 



I jj 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II* KOREA * VIETNAM 





Full Size U.S. £nd Vietnamese Medals. 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Ribbons, 
Miniature Medals, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family, 


Personal Service. Full Guarantee 


Write Today! .FREE CATALOG 


MEDALS, 1929S1 FAIRV1EW RD 
FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 


Don't get Fight Back!!! 

Bm ih( cacMOL 

Join the meli‘s movement. Lit. on ■winning! 
Attorney and organization referrals in your area. 
Subscribe to our big monthly newsmagazine. 
Law citations, top writers, networks. Checkmate 
"feminism." It's about time! Spread the ward!. 
MtabersUp Info and maple aewinag*zlne S3. 

n /1/ODPF I Men's Rights Assoc. 

L/l ¥ wn Vi* m Box 17854-F Lyons, Forest Lake. MN 




BEA PARALEGAL!! 

America’s No. 1 home study paralegal | 
program. Attorney-instructed. Prepare i 
now for your law career! School of Para- > 
legal Studies, Dept. LB171 2245 Perim- J 
eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. I 

FREE CAREER BOOKLET: » 

CALL_800^223■4542 \ 


HOW TO COLLECT FREE GOVERNMENT BENEFITS. 

Tap into this $50,000,000,000 Giveaway Program. Free 
detail, Cascade XII, 14241 NE Woodinvilte/Duvall Road, 
#221, Wbodinville, WA 98072. (160) 


COLLECTORS 


ftCOlMCNlM INSIGNI0 & UlCflPONIIV 

• SAS • RAF • BLACK IJURTCH 

• PARA • RM • CAMERONS 

• RSDO » RN » GUARDS etc. 



Import Catalog $3.00 

ftAITISH ACGnun IMPORTS 


Deportment-6 

P.O. Box 50473 * Nashville, TN 37205 


CABLE-TV BOXES 


I Descramblers • Converters 


FREE CATALOG 


TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 
_800-442-9333 


ELECTRONIC SPYING 

Outstanding new report by ex-intelligence 
officer tells secrets of eavesdropping attacks 
and defenses. Learn about telephones, bug¬ 
ging, wiretapping, TEMPEST, lasers, infrared 
and vulnerability of cordless, cellular, fax and 
satellite communications. Protect yourself 
today. 

... SURVEILLANCE ... 

Government intelligence manual never before 
released. Tells all secrets of foot, auto, 
stationary surveillance. Learn “ABC” and 
other methods. Find out how to follow people 
in restaurants, hotels and office buildings. See 
but donl be seen. Tells how to do it, how to 
spot it, how to shake it. Great for investigators. 

Reports each $19.95. Both for $37.95. 
Send to: 

ACM Security 
P.O. Box 4021 
Gaithersburg, MD 20885 
301/975-0190 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 



HatsBadges-Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 
> original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 
M, or Lg.$58.00 


We pay postage. Our 250 page 
fully illustrated catalog $5.00 
(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd., Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 


BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, America’s Largest Supplier 
of Genuine Current Issue Camouflage & Gear. Color Photo 
& List $1.00, B.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 
MasterCard & VISA. (160) 


VIETNAM Collector? Patches, books, Dl pins T-shirts. 
Catalog $1. SATCONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. 
(165) 


SPECIAL FORCES TIGERSTRIPE Camo Uniforms ’68 
Pattern worn in “THE GREEN BERETS' New Unissued 
$70.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (160) 


WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, T-shirts, posters, camouflage. World’s biggest cata¬ 
log, $2.00. Krupper, Box 177SF Syracuse, NY 13208 (165) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals 
and uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Kaplans, Box 
890638, Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (162) 


EDUCATION 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. Regi¬ 
mental insignia; blazer crests; ties; wall plaques; tankards; 
berets; belts; swagger canes; cassettes; videos; medals; 
patches; books, etc., of elite British/Scotish Regiments, 
including SAS, Paratroops, marines, Guards, Black Black 
Watch etc. Import Catalog $4.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS. Dept. 6, PO Box 50473, Nasville, TN 37205. 
(161) 


TERMPAPER assistance. 16,278 topics available! 306- 
page catalog —rush $2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho, 
#206EX, Los Angeles, CA 90025, TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 
800-351-0222 (California: 213-477-8226) (167) 


EMPLOYMENT 


EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! Assemble products at 
home. Call for information. 504/641-8003 ext. 6823. (161) 


GROUP COIN, recently deactivated Special Forces' 297th 
Ml CEWI ABN Company unit coins, Phoenix-Dragon 
design, silver, 1 ounce, limited, US $28.50 each. SSG 
Cassell, 12629 North Tatum #705, Phoenix, AZ 85032. 
(160) 


INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS: Police, Security, 
Investigation, Intelligence. Nationwide, some international. 
Executives to $80,700. Positions explained. 3 monthly 
issues: $16.95. PSIC/FO, PO Box 1562, Decatur, IL 62525. 
(160) 



l he Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 




Pay Postage 




* More “muzzle energy than some* .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per s«. 

* Oyer 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, eien coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4” plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 
jauUpJkJf wtt 4 extra power bands: $25.00 

fart pout* $4.00 per set. Ammo: $8.00 per lb. 


V* Will Send C.O.D. 702-361-8341 

Ron Sinclair 279 E. Warm Springs Rd. #6, Las Vegas, NV 89123 



CHINA BITCH 


Beautiful Color 
Photos of 
Women BAREIng 
Military Weapons 

Send $10 for 
3 color photos & 
pricelist 
also available 
8x10 Color Prints 
personally autographed 
with your name & message 
by one of the women of 
CHINA BITCH 

Send check or money order 
G & J 39120 Argonaut Way 
342 Fremont CA 94538 


OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100 to $1,000 daily. Now 
hiring. FREE list. ZINCS, PO Box 585, Dearborn, Ml 48120. 
(160) _ 

JOBS, Any state, any occupation, including government, 
state, public. Also cnjiseships, tugs, ships, riverboats, 
oilrigs, women-men. Wsrk month — home month. USA plus 
overseas. Information $5.00. Nationwide Employment, 
B242, Cental, IN 47110. (161) 


FIREARMS • ACCESSORIES 


SPORTING AND MILITARY RIFLES, pistols and ammuni¬ 
tion. 20-50% below retail. Why pay more? Catalog $2 
refunded with first order MK2 Company, Dept. SOF, PO 
Box 462367, Garland, TX 75046. (166) 


FOR SALE 


STUN GUNS 80,000 VOLTS. Only $38.00 plus $2.00 
shipping. Small ad saves you money. Send check or postal 
money order: Edmund Sprague, PO Box 1593, San 
Bernardino, CA 92402, 714/884-3400. Full warranty. (160) 

HAIR REGROWTH 4 MONTHS! New potent fonrfljla cures 
baldness. Prevent hereditary baldness. Halts receeding 
hairline. Box 1213-S, Makati 1299, Philippines. (167) 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of police and investigation 
equipment. $2. IPEC, Dept. SF-159, Box 7638, Sun- 
nymead, CA 92303. (164) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTERS; Tracking transmitters! 
Voice disguisers! Bug detectors! Phone snoops! More! 
Surveillance items available assembled or build them 
yourself. Catalog $2.00: Xandi Electronics, Box 25647, 
Dept. 40J, Tempe, AZ 85285-5647. (160) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual informa¬ 
tive books on Electronic Surveillance, \Afeapons, Investiga¬ 
tions, Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Bro¬ 
chures: MENTOR Dept. G-2, Drawer 1549, Asbury Park, 
NJ. 07712. (164) 

“PERSIAN GULF YACHT CLUB” OR “TONKIN GULF 
YACHT CLUB” button. Please specify. Send $2.00 to 
Ariliotta Enterprises, PO Box 8, Boston Branch, Mc¬ 
Keesport, PA 15135. (160) 


TRIANGULAR FORT, Mekhong Delta, Vietnam: Detailed 
14x20 color photo $14.95. Brochure $1.00. Timothy Kerr, 
PO Box 9342, Seattle, WA 98109. (160) 
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TUNDRA 

SHEPHERDS 


Perfect Night Vision, 1,000 lbs. Jaw Pressure, 
1,000 lbs. Knockdown power, Ultra Keen 
Perception. The Ultimate Sentry & Loyal 
Companion. Top Quality German Shepherd 
Import Bloodlines. Alaskan Tundra \Afotf — 
VNfortd’s Largest Strain. Solid blacks for Invisi¬ 
ble Night Duty. Unconditional Guarantee on 
Genetic Defects. USDA licensed & inspected. 
Worldwide Shipping. Pups or Adults. 6 color 
photos $3. 


WKE Ltd. 

Rt. 1 Box 94 
Chebanse, IL 60922 
(815) 697-2678 


SURVEILLANCE 

TELEPHONE 



This is a normal functioning telephone! 

EXCEPT it has a secret built in monitor. 

Only YOU can call and monitor all conversations, using a 
secret code, and never be detected!.Rarfge Unlimited 

S175.00 ■ 6 month Warranty - Phone Tap CatalOQ S3.60 
USTEH ELECTHONICS. 603 Elgin. Muskogee. OK 74401 

1-800-633-TAPS 


\ U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

(.White top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S8900 

Knights Cross with its 17" neck ribbon 
and oak leal with swords S21 00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 

4 JE MUilillSS l-1 
W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063 St. Louis, MO 63158 



CALLER-TRACER PHONE with wiretap, detect & defeat 
system $429.95. Micro 8 hour phone recorder $199.95. 
Hydroponic garden & lights etc. Florida. Privacy Electronics 
B.T.O., 1-800-552-4472. (160) 


FREE 


LEARN JUNGLE SURVIVAL IN TROPICAL COSTA 
RICA. For information write to; Jungle Suvival, Apartado 7, 
Golfito, Costa Rica, Central America. (163) 

FREE 40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income 
opportunities. Secret loans. Home businesses. New credit, 
jobs, degrees, foreign passports. EDEN PRESS, Box 
8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (162) 

FREE — See our large selection of citations, diplomas, 
awards for martial arts, military and much more! Archival 
quality. Fast service. Lettered to your specifications. Call or 
write today! Docugraphics, 3232 SW 35 Blvd., Suite 115, 
Gainesville, FL 32608. 904/335-3888. (160) 

INSIDE INFORMATION! Learn what’s in your FBI file. 
Complete details FREE! (a $5.00 value). Disclosure. Box 
903-F, Libertyville, IL 60048. (160) 


FREE THROWING KINFE CATALOG AND INSTRUC¬ 
TIONS. Send self-addressed, stamped envelope to: TruBal 
South, PO Box 1281, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. (160) 


FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1. for postage: McLisa, P.O. Box 1755 Dept. SF90-L, 
Honolulu, HI. 96806. (164) 

FREE LISTING! Ammo; militaria, artillery, re-enactments, 
colectors; hobbyists, etc., Joe Jelinek, 1201-F Cottage 
Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 60411. (160) 

INVESTIGATE CULTS and understand groups. Leam 
secret techniques to infiltrate, destroy closed organizations. 
Free information. KAI, 1845 Columbia Road #101, Wash¬ 
ington, DC 20009. (160) 

COVERT WEAPONS PLANS. Looks are deceiving. Free 
catalog with SASE. Sardauker, Box 38531-S, Germantown, 
TN 38138. (165) 



U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133 *SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 




Men & Women! Make BIG Money!! Be a. 


PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATOR 


“Clue” into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.l. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country Quickly learn: 

-* How to get on the “fast track" to big money 

★ All fundamentals of private investigation and 
surveillance 

★ How to start your own detective agency 

★ Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection 
equipment 

★ How to operate from home, no investment required 

★ ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

_ Free Information: _ 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
P.O. BOX 2133 

DEPT. INVESTIGATIONS (SF) 

BEVERLY HlLLs. CA 90213 



* Slrvn^v «nd OtftQr'SUI LOO* 

•I FotcaOM Tacnnotogr 


Mick Tyner 


FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 

AND GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. •Budd¬ 

ing Teflon Tv-Coated Bullets •Jamming Speed 
Radar •Titanium Warheads ^Activating Inert 

Grenade* •Hypersecure Encryption •Rocket 

Weapon* •Clandestine Pyro Expose •Wearing 
A Wire •Defeating Alarms •Forbidden Tech 

Marketplace •Surveillance Photography 

•Computer Viruses •Scrembllng/Deecrambi- 

ing •Ultrasonic Weapons eMorel 8.5x11, 258 

meaty pages. A Freeh & Lucid Look at Forbid¬ 

den Technology! $33 domestic postage paid. 
Registry Distributing, 1616 17th St, Sts 372, 
Denver. CO, 80202. Sold onty to Inform. 


INSTRUCTION 


JUNGLE SURVIVAL TRAINING Eight day course. Belize, 
C.A. Instruction on surviving in jungle environment. Free 
Brochure. Pathfinder, PO Box 397, Clearwater, FL 34617. 
813/855-3458. (160) 

INVESTIGATION CAREER/Quick, easy home study. 12 
lessons. Become a professional. Free information. Shaw 
Investigation (Since 1971) Call (800) 272-6680. (160) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LIVE REPTILES, Buy, sell, trade and import, export 
International Reptile, FAX 904-463-7666 or PO Box 1249- 
SF, Chiefland, FL 32626, USA. (160) 

CONSERVATIVE DATA BASE. Your support of new 
computer data base concept respectfully requested. Focus 
on national security and conservative politics: foreign 
espionage, Cl, terrorism, foreign military, proliferation, 
POWs. limited government accountability. A NS intelligence 
capability for middle class. Fully functional prototype. 
Charter ($100+), regular ($25) subscribers sought to 
accelerate development. My investment $16,000 + . Roy¬ 
alty opportunities (80%). Recorded messages at 703/481- 
0143 for technical details. Check it out: free access with 
login name of “guest’: 8-1-N, VT 100, 703/742-6855, 
“break’ key. Owned by ex-5th SFGA. Pandora Data 
Corporation. PO Box 5292, Herndon, VA 22070. 


NEED CASH $500.00 TO $50,000.00? Debt consolida¬ 
tion? Major bank credit cards? “Instant cash’ obtained by 
mail. $3,000.00 credit line. No cosigners. No credit check! 
Free information write National Credit, PO Box 1105, Ozaik, 
AL 36361-1105 or call 24 hours (205) 774-3394. Credit ext. 
Mag-1000. (163) 



.22LR 

Shoot your gun more and pay for your kit in 

AR15...S139, M16...$159 
MINI-14, AC556...$119 
AK47...$119, AK84...S99 

To order, phone ( 407 ) 268-1921 
or send $2.00 for more information to: 

JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER, INC. 

DEPT. SF-2. 6850 Riveredge Dr., Titusville, FL 32780 


The Original 

ADVENTURER'S 

BULLWHIP 


Thick, 

High-Grade 

Leather 



AMAZON ACF“ LEATHER CO. 
now manufactures this Bullwhip 

• SOUD LEATWH COSE - Tl» OtJQNAL Aj 

Und In EXPEDITIONS Arotnd <*» World 

• All HAND^iAITED, TWXX, Ganulm 

___ TOf-GXAJN BabNC LEATHEX wl 
hniMI THIOC.TV 

• LEATHEX COVBffD 

HANDLE S BALL W/ 

WWST LOOP 


THE HEAL THING - AS SEEN 

IN THE MOTION PICTURES 

DELIVERY: 4 TO 6 WEEKS 


PRICES: 
ORIGINAL 10 FT. 
Length $129.95 
Extra Long 12 FT. $149.95 


uiA LEATHER BEL? CARRIER $9.95 


FOW3CN MADE SOUVENIRS - 
THEY ARE GENUINE. 
WORKING SUUWHIPS MADE 

AT OUX TEXAS STUDIOS BY 

MASTER WHIP MAKERS. 


. A EOtMIOAeLt SuevTVAi TOOt 
Wtwi tanot hm*. KWFDC ENERGY MMtv 

iNiw om. Atfrefruta-s buuwht- move 

AT OVH 1400 FEET PER BOOM} 

• WHIP HAMDUNC ImoucOmi* ladodad. 

Th. HIGHEST QUALITY, TOUGHEST BUUWMP* 

AnlUM* - P-fccdf XAiANOD for ACCURACY. 




Send VISA, MQ Check or M.O. to 

AMAZON ACE LEATHER CO. 

P.O. BOX 690263 a 

• SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 76269 


SHOCKING MANUALS!! 


Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) - as seen 
on CBS "60 MINUTES”. Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 

2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 
_ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 (505) 434-0234_ 



LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


v9p?smiD 


| Fires 22 cal. tear 

§ as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot, clip 
fed* Rapid firing. With In¬ 
structions, 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 


WESTBURY SALES CO. . 

DEPT.TA-2-SF 156 Posl Avenue. Wbstbury. NY 11590 y 


FROM THE GRANDMASTER OF NINJA! Monthly news¬ 
letter. History tradition techniques. $1.00 for sample copy 
and training information. MSG, 78-365 Highway 111, La 
Quinta, CA 92253. (160) 

NEVADA BROTHEL stock certificates. Staff photo in- 
cuded. Great novelty gift. $5.00 to: DariinS, Box 81738, Las 
Vegas, NV 89103. (160) 

MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG — Over 6,000 different 
items and genuine military clothing and equipment. Send 
$2. KaufmanS West Army & Navy Goods, Dept. A-159, 
1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (160) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations ail states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $6.00. Police Catalog $2.00. Schlessinger, 
PO Box 882, New York, NY 10150. (160) 


SURVEILLANCE, counter-surveillance, weapons, books! 
Guaranteed lowest prices! Huge catalog $5.00 (refunda¬ 
ble). Protector, PO Box 520294-C, Salt Lake City. UT 
8415Z (160) 

CAMOUFLAGE British Falklands, Rhodesian (original), 
Spanish, French Algeria. Please send $2 bills only for 
photos/details. Embleton, Hollybush Lodge, Firgrove Road, 
Yateley, Hants, England GU177NH. Phone: 252 872913. 
(162) 
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STEALTH HIDEOUT ESCAPE SAW 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS! 



A nonweapon that can go anywhere. Invisible to air¬ 
port metal detectors. Cuts cnain, rope, hand-cuffs, 
and padlocks. Weighs ’bounce, 5/16" thick, 3Vi" 
long closed. Put it on your keychain.wear it around 
your neck on a cord, sew it into the lining of your 
jacket, or slip it into your sock. A useful sur- 
vival/emeraency repair tool for world travelers, sport¬ 
smen, andf adventurers. 

Don’t get “caught” without it! 

Only $9.98 PPD. two or more, S8.49 each. 

PAGER HOLSTER 


TAST. SAFE. DISCREET. 

PRESS BUTTON AND FRONT OF 
CASE POPS OPEN AND HINGES 
DOWN. ALLOWING INSTANT DRAW 
OF GUN, CLIPS TO BELT. SPARE 
AMMO CARRIER INSIDE CASE* 

UTS DAVIS DERRINGERS. BAR* 

?!> AjTOS FROM PSP .H. 
BROWNING AND BAUER* NORTH 
AMERICAN AND FREEDOM ARMS 
??LR MINI REVOLVERS (SHORT 
BARRFL MQDFlSi 


$19.95 plus $1.50 S&H, or two for $34.95 
SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC. 

P.O. BOX 16142-S, HOUSTON, TX. 77222 


BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

A VHS ONLY $39.95 

v. By the massed bands of the 

Royal Marines. A spectacular 
M&Zir rousing performance. 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 


Subscribe to.,. 


MILITARY 


VEHICLES 


AMS 'ARTICLES'NEWS 

MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS * MOREI 

Over 5,000 paid subscribers larger circulation than 
any other magazine for military vehicle en¬ 
thusiasts. . .and stili growing rapldlyl Many more 
advertisements than any other magazine.. .Ex¬ 
clusive comprehensive listing of upcoming 
rallies .. .andmuch morel 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

- 0ne Year ( 8 Issues) $12 

Two Years (12 Issues) $20 

Foreign - Canada $15. other $20 
US Dollars payable by US Bank 
Sample Issue $3 USA, $5 outside 

P.O. Box 1748-L, Union, NJ 070B3 


ONLY 

TAP 

olus S3 slUDpma 4 handlina 


FIND OUT WHO’S MAKING THOSE 
LONG DISTANCE CALLS! RECORD 
BOTH SIDES OF ANY CONVERSATION 
ON YOUR TELEPHONE- UNDETECTED! 
Connecls 1o your cassette recorder. 


DIGITECH CONCEPTS 
200 Wesi Mam 
Roberta. Wl 54023 
715^7493960 


OPERATION DESERT SHIELD, Official Size Medal with 
Ribbon $18.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver CO 80221. 

(160) _ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $8 for 12 
monthly list. BPEC. DEPT. SF1090, Box 7638, Moreno, CA 
92303 (160) 

HOT SPOTS! Do-It-Yourself plan for those seeking spicy 
entertainment in Tijuana, Mexico. $3.00, R&R Odyssey, 
716 No. Venture Rd„ Suite 291-SF, Oxnard. CA 93030. 

(161) _ 

BLANK DD214’s: $20, combat certificates, good conduct 
thru MOH. Blank $20. Customized $50. You supply names, 
ranks, service, SN’s, dates, time, brief or detailed account of 
action or citation. We will customize your award complete 
with signatures. These certificates look better than the 
original. Genuine U.S. Government issue medals. Write for 
details. Officer's commission, blank $20. Typed and signed 
$35. Promotion warrants, all grades E-1 thru General, $20 
Blank, $35 Typed and signed. R&H Publications, PO Box 
149, Springdale, AR 72765. VISA/MASTERCARD. 1-800- 
624-7172. (160) 


NO CALIFORNIA SALES!!! 


•JERROLD™ .TOCOM -HAMUN -OAK 
-SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA -ZENITH 
6 month warranty! We ship C.O.D.! 
Lowest retail/wholesale prices! 
FREE CATALOG: 

Global Cable Network 
1032 Irving St. Suite 109-E 
S.F., CA 94122 


ORDER TODAY! 1-800-542-5671 


SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance 
equipment Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 

CONTACT THE StiWEILUNCE SPECIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
PO Box 535S, Sootfcaaptoa, PA 189*6 
(315) 357-5065 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 



Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. 01 or 02 (state choice). We have most 
complete s tock of W.W, 02 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. in U.S. ^^H!T5ltgtillililt]HlWL T /CTi™TiTgTfi^M 
Postpaid{Sentfreewithanyorder)^^ 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 


OVER 900 TITLES—ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 

MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 
PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET - LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS-DISCOUNTED' 
HUGE 112 PAGE DISCOUNT CATALOG-51 (Ref.) 


ANVIL • Box 640383F • El Paso, TX 79904 . 


SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Directories! Federal, 
Police, Surveillance, Survival, Military, Car Phones, More! 
Big catalog! CRB, PO Box 56-F, Commack, NY 11725. 

(162) _ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for police catalog. B-PEC 
Dept. SF 1189, Box 7638, Moreno, CA 92303 (164) 

DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. 
We’ll help. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500- 
$50,000. Not a loan company. UAC, Dept. SF, PO Box 
26295, Birmingham, AL 35226 or call (205) 822-8284. (160) 


SURPLUS 


ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus 
Survival Items. Send $1 (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh 
Wade's Oakshire Place, Hwy 51 South, Union City, TN 
38261. (160) 

SOVIET MILITARY SUPPLY Largest Selection & Lowest 
Prices in U.S.A. Catalog $1.00, Soviet Cap Star & Catalog 
$5.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (160) 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT, 
AND INSIGNIA. Our name has meant quality for over 65 
years. Catalog, $2. Kaufman's West Army & Navy Goods. 
Dept. A-159, 1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (160) 

MILITARY CLOTHING, FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, BADGES, 
INSIGNIA and more. Call toll free 800/533-3470. for FREE 
catalog. Lee-Jackson Militaria, PO Box 8663, San Jose, CA 
95155. (160) 


SURVIVAL 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) — Send $2.00 (refundable with order) for 
catalogue of these and much more! Call 1-900-990-7036 
Ext. 1017 for inside information. Call cost $1.99. Signus, 
Box 33712-W11, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (160) 


HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 


600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815) 223-1159, Ask For David 




20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
‘Video Available* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


EMERGENCY CANDLES. Made of high melt point micro- 
crystalline wax. Two candles per package with special 
reflective box. Over 120 hours bum time. Excellent for 
home, car, camping, etc. Send $7.95 + $2.50 S&H to 
Battlesight Supply, PO Box 16043, Colorado Springs, CO 
80935. (161) 


WILDERNESS SURVIVAL COURSES: Summer & winter, 
5 days, 500 acres private reserve. Free brochure. Wilder¬ 
ness Training Center, Box 168F, Chateaugay, NY 12920. 
(161) 


SURVIVAL HUNTING. Hard core survival chourses in the 
Peruvian Amazon, with emphasis on hunting. Contact: 
Cavanaugh Expeditions, Rt. 2, Onamia, MN 56359. 612- 
532-3768. (160) 


NUCLEAR BOMB SHELTER PLANS. Extensively re¬ 
searched and drawn by licensed architect for todays 
weapons. Don! be surprised —be prepared! Send $39 to: 
Nuclear Shelter Designs, PO Box 568, Glenwood Landing, 
NY 11547. (160) 


‘LAST HOPE' survival heater. Simple, effective and 
inexpensive to make. Might save your life. Instructions 
$2.00 (cash) and SASE to: Hope, PO Box 622, Big Spring, 
TX 79721. (160) 

THE WORLD SURVIVAUST MOVEMENT is here! Join us 
and work with survivalists in all nations to save life and 
freedom. Send $2.00 for information. Live Free Interna¬ 
tional, Box 1743, Harvey, IL 60426, USA. (160) 


TRAINING 


U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Gain strength 
and self confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the 
world's most elite combat unit. Send $10.95 to T-N-S Ent., 
PO Box 5644, Virginia Beach, VA 23455. (164) 

NATIONAL ACADEMY of Investigative and security sci¬ 
ences. Guaranteed quality professional training. For free 
information send S.A.S.E. to: National Academy, 225 
Broadway, Suite 520, San Diego, CA 92101. (165) 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD training. Catalog 
and information $6. ($10 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broad¬ 
way, Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706-2622. (164) 


VEHICLES 


IS IT TRUE? JEEPS FOR $44 through the US Govt? Call 
for facts! 504/649-5745 ext. S-6823. (162) 


POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND and CEP videotapes. On 
VHS PAL (European, Australian, etc. format) ARI, Sor- 
gardsv. 12,44500 Surte, Sweden. (160) 


HAVE YOU EVER WANTED to see your experiences in 
print? British author (ex-SF) seeks stories from SOF 
personnel, Vietnam onwards. Robin Sage, PO Box 28, 
Bicester, Oxon, OX67GW England. (160) 
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IMMEDIATE 

SHIPMENT 


[GENUINE Gl] 




We 1 re America’s t 
A rmy & Navy Store!! 

For Over 65 Years The Kaufman Name 
Has Meant The Finest in Genuine Military 
Goods, Gear, Equipment and Insignia. 


■ Kaufman’s Catalog 
A $3.00 Val ue. ^ 

(An award winner 
our catalog has 

been acclaimed byyMS llli 
presidents and H 
heads of state) Hj 
Call or write for 
your free copy. 


JfliiCJIiTO. 
ARMY&NAVYGOODS 

(505) 293-2300 

Dept A302 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque. NM 67112 
FAX: 505-275-1441 


WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST. 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


We feature here a selection of clothing and accessories with Opera - 
tion Desert Shield in mind. Kaufman's always applauds the men and 
women in the armed forces who serve our country , and we give a 
special salute to the troops in the middle east during this crisis. ^ 


Wf M Desert Camo Hats-oasnEa© 

Exactly as worn by our troops in Operation Desert Shield. 
Each is made in the USA from genuine Gl Camo material. 
Sizes: S (7); M (7 Va); L (7Vj); XL (7%) 

■ Desert Camo Hot Weather Sun Hat- 

Dubbed the “Boonie Hat” in Vietnam, it now features 
Desert Camo cloth, 2’A"floppy brim, chinstrap, brass 
screened eyelets. Item 0H-22O... ., $12.95 


■ Desert Camo 
Battle Dress 


■ Desert Shield T-Shirts 


■ Desert Camo BDU Cap- 

Two ply fabric, with a map pocket hidden in crown. No 
ear flaps, of course. Item rtfl-474 . ....... $8.95 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


■ Insignia 


■ USAF 

Flight Jacket 
(Type MA-1) 


■ Nylon Shell l % 

is Waterproof, j »)| j t 

■ Reversible to Xil W i 

Survival Orange. , 

■ 5 Large Pockets! p 
Onside^, Outside, 

Sizes: S, M, L, XlW] 

Item #C-50Q w ^ 

Choose Colors: Sage Green, Black or Navy Blue 

Regular lengths 

Long lengths. 


Item # 

1. US-911 US Flag in Desert Colors with “Desert Shield” 

Letters (2’/2"X 3") ......$3.50 

2. US-912 US Flag in Desert Colors (2"X 3") $2.95 

3. US-520 Persian Excursion Patch ... $5.95 

4. NA-145 Persian Gulf Tab, full color .$3.25 

5. NA-150 Persian Gulf Tab, subdued.$3.25 

6. NA-135 Persian Gulf Yacht Club Patch. . . $5.95 

7. US-525 Multinational Force & Observers Patch . $5.95 

8. US-526 Dove & Olive Branch from Multinational 

Peacekeeping Patch . $3.95 


All insignia here are genuine and official! Our catalog 
features 25 color pages jammed with thousands more! 

1. AR-105 Paratrooper badge $3.50/each. 

2. AR- 665BM Staff Sergeant rank $3.25/ pair. 

3. MC-400 USMC Recon Wing $8.95/each. 

4. SF-105 Special Forces Crest $4.50/each. 

5. SF-275FC Special Forces Shoulder patch (full 

color . _$3.00/each. 

6. US-910FC US Flag patch, 2"X 3", full color. 

.. $2.95/each. 

7. US-91 OSU US Flag patch, 2"X3", subdued.. 

..$2.95/each. 

8. US-135 Full Bird Colonel rank $5.95/pair. 

9. VN-235 POW * MIA patch .. $3.95/each. 

10. NA-605 Tomcatpatch.$5.95/each. 

111. NA-505 Seal Team One patch $4.95/each. 


Regulation Gl dog tags set 
\\\V3UflflV 2 tags and 2 chains (one 4". 
ane 24”). Choose: 

^^Stalnless Steel Set... Item #X-670 $4.00. 
Black Commando Set... Item #X-675 — $6.00. 

■ Printing for Dog Tags - we’ll 
print anything that fits' (6 lines. 15 spaces per line) 

Horn #X-6tS... ottly $1.50 p«r tag ($3.00/sa<). 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 545-0933 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 
below with each order. Amounts shown include costs of 
postage, packaging, insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00 .. $3.95 

Orders $10.01 to $20.00 ..$4.95 

Orders $20.01 to $50.00 , . .$5.95 

Orders $50.01 to $70.00 .$6.95 

0rders$70.01 to$100.00 . .......$7.95 

Orders $100.01 to $200.00 $8.95 

Orders over $200.01 .$10.95 

Canadian Orders-Send Oouble Amount Indicated. 


■ Dog Tag Silencers 

glare rubber bumpers for tag. 

Item #X-650 . 


black, non- 
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